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        Sunday, July 19, 2026 
           Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

    Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver  

              Musician: Polly Jeanty 
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

You are the hope to the ends of the Earth :: O God our salvation 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC    Alex Meer 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #549  “As We Gather” 

As we gather may your spirit work within us 
As we gather may we glorify your name 

Knowing well that as our heart begin to worship 
We'll be blessed because we came; We'll be blessed because we came 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


*CALL TO WORSHIP:  
We gather in the presence of God; 
We have come to worship and praise God’s name. 
We gather in joy and expectancy; 
We have come to encounter God in beauty and wonder. 
Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening; 
Speak your word of life to us, O God.  
 
*OPENING PRAYER: 
Creator God,  
in you we live and move and have our being: 
You have been with us through good times and difficult ones.  
You give us strength to face the challenges around us. 
You offer us rest for our bodies and souls 
when life seems too demanding. 
We turn to you for wisdom this day,  
trusting we will find the peace and comfort we long for 
in your presence.   
We praise you for all you offer us in your great faithfulness. 
Fill us with your Spirit in this time of worship. 
Open our minds and hearts, so that we may see as you see,  
love as you love, and follow your ways for the sake of Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #278  vs. 1,2,4,5  “All Praise to Thee, My God” 
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
In recalling all that you are and all that you have done, we remember who we are 
and what we have done and we confess to you our sins: 
 
Ever present God, 
you know our inmost thoughts and see our thoughtlessness.  
We confess our impulsive actions and reactions 

when we spoke before we thought, 
acted rashly 
and hurt others. 
We confess our stubborn attitudes 
and ask forgiveness for refusing to show mercy to others or to forgive. 
In your kindness, O God, 
forgive who we have been,  
amend who we are,  
and direct who we shall be  
through the grace of Christ, our Lord. (time of silence) 
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WORDS OF GRACE 
Remember that God is slow to be angry and quick to forgive; kind and gracious to 
all.   
We know that our sins are forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ, and 
we forgive those who have sinned against us, as Christ teaches us. 
 
 
* RESPONSE (tune: Doxology) “Be Thou, O God Exalted High”   

Be thou, O God exalted high; And as Thy glory fills the sky, 
So let it be on earth displayed, 'Til Thou art here, as there, obeyed. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Psalm 86:11-17 (NIV) 
11 Teach me your way, Lord, 
    that I may rely on your faithfulness; 
give me an undivided heart, 
    that I may fear your name. 
12 I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; 
    I will glorify your name forever. 
13 For great is your love toward me; 
    you have delivered me from the depths, 
    from the realm of the dead. 
14 Arrogant foes are attacking me, O God; 
    ruthless people are trying to kill me— 
    they have no regard for you. 
15 But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, 
    slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
    show your strength in behalf of your servant; 
save me, because I serve you 
    just as my mother did. 
17 Give me a sign of your goodness, 
    that my enemies may see it and be put to shame, 
    for you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came 
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and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted 
and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will 
tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; 
then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Whoever has ears, let them hear. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
SERMON      “Getting into the Weeds”   
 
*HYMN  (see insert)   “The Wheat and the Weeds” 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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POST PRAYER RESPONSE #226 v. 1  “Spirit of the Living God” 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
  
OFFERTORY          Alex Meer 
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for July supports Bethlehem’s WISE efforts to de-
stigmatize mental health and to be an active advocate in the community for those 
dealing with mental health conditions.  
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE 447 v.1 “All Things are Yours” 

All things are yours! We make that true, when we return our gifts to you. 

And so we give, and so we share, in Christ's strong name expressing care. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gift-giving God, we are so grateful for all that we enjoy in the world around 
us, and in the assurance that you love us all. Bless the gifts we offer today, 
that they may express your love for the world itself and to all who need to 
know you care, through Christ Jesus, your greatest gift. Amen.  
 
*SENDING SONG “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true. 
Know he will guide you, in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 
BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
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POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission https://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 
 

 

NEXT WEEK!! 

Sunday, July 26 will be our annual outdoor worship and 

picnic.  Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided.  Bring a 

dish to pass and your favorite lawn chair.   

 

July 26 is also the date for the Rural Church Fellowship Youth 

Volleyball tournament to be held at Bethlehem.  Volunteers 

are needed to help with concessions, cookout, and bake sale.  

See sign up sheets in the fellowship hall.  
 
RUMMAGE SALE!! August 6 ,7 ,8 – Spread the word!! 
This year is going to be HUGE!!! 
 Your help will be needed. Sign-up sheets are available in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
No worship at Bethlehem on Sunday, August 9th 
We will be joining St. Peters UCC for “Worship in the Park.”  Worship will be held at the band 
shell in Kiel City Park at 9am!! (Note the time change).  In the event of bad weather, the service 
will be moved indoors at St. Peters.  
 

Vacation Bible School! 

We are partnering with St. Marks/ St. James for Vacation Bible School!  Invite a friend! It’s free!! 
Enrollment forms were mailed to Sunday School families, but if you need one, please ask Pastor 
Randy.  Please return your enrollment ASAP. 

 

Community Announcements:  
 
Today!  Immediately after worship, head to Spring Hope Barn (11424 Spring Lake Rd) where St. 
Marks/St. James is holding their annual Generations Sunday.  Outdoor worship at 11am, 
Potluck at noon, Live Music at 12:30.  Bring a dish to pass.  Cash bar will be open after worship.  
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Rummage Sale 
Swing into Gloria Dei and check out our rummage sale! We will have a wide variety of items 
available and it's a bag sale so for just $5 per bag, you can score some amazing treasures! Stop 
by on Thur & Fri July 23 &24 from 8:00-5:00 and Sat July 25 from 8:00-12:00 at N1230 Seven 
Corners Rd. New Holstein. Hope to see you there! 
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Those grieving: 

Family of Nick Artz (Neighbor of Louie and Kathy) 

Family of Rachel Rabe (Aunt of Judy Mueller) 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning 

Elaine Brill    Tom Knier 

Tyler Meyer    Janet 

Judy Brockway    Davin Horneck 

Jackie Voland   Karen Laack 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Chase Goekes   Tyler Smith 

Molly     Linda Skinkis (sister of Judy Brockway) 

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Those unable to worship with us:  Merlin Ninmer         Helen Henning  

 

This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 7/19: 9:30am Sunday worship w/ Special Music;  6:30pm Youth Volleyball @ 
Saron; Happy Birthday Austin Lau! 
Monday 7/20: Happy Anniversary Eric & Dawn Muehlbauer!! 
Tuesday 7/21:   
Wednesday 7/22:  
Thursday 7/23: 9am BUCC @ Immanuel Food Pantry 
Friday 7/24: Happy Anniversary Scott & Jane Umland! 
Saturday 7/25: Happy Birthday Bill Schlegel and Gerald Schnell!  
Sunday 7/26: 9:30am Outdoor Worship followed by picnic  - Noon Youth Volleyball Tournament 
at Bethlehem; Happy Anniversary 
Bruce & Polly Jeanty! 
 

July/August Panty Item:   

Jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly 

 


