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             BETHLEHEM UNITED    

       CHURCH OF CHRIST 

11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042 

Phone:  920.894.3332   

Email: BethUCCKiel@outlook.com 
Follow Bethlehem UCC on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/ 

https://www.youtube.com/@bethlehemucckielwi 

or Bethlehem’s website at  www.bethlehemkiel.org CCLI 

Copyright and Streaming Lic # 11640740 and CSPL193734 
 

        Sunday, July 26, 2026 
          Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

    Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver  

              Musician:  
 

OPENING MUSIC    Kathy 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING SONG  I Just came to Praise the Lord  (Randy) 
I just came to praise the Lord 
I just came to praise the Lord 
I just came to praise His holy Name 
I just came to praise the Lord.  (Love, Serve) 
 
CREATION LITANY AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
◦ to be used in an outdoor worship gathering ◦ for two voices ◦ written by David 
Schelhaas, 2014 ◦ ◦ based on: Psalms 19, 23, 104, 118; Song of Solomon 2; 
Matthew 6; Job 39; Habakkuk 2 ◦  
Speaker 1: This is the day that the Lord has made,  
Speaker 2: let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Speaker 1: The heavens declare the glory of God— 
Speaker 2: not in words but in a glorious technicolor light show, every day shouts 

in wordless language that God, Almighty God, made it all.  
Speaker 1: “Morning has broken, like the first morning, blackbird has spoken, like 
the first bird. Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, praise for them 
springing, fresh from above.” (Eleanor Farjeon)  

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/
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Speaker 2: Blackbird has spoken and the voice of the turtle dove is heard in the 
land. 
Speaker 1: Look at the birds of the heaven, Jesus says in his Sermon, take a 
lesson from them. 
Speaker 2: Consider the stork, God says to Job. When she spreads her feathers 
to run, she laughs at horse and rider.  
Speaker 1: One of our old confessions tells us that “the universe lies before our 
eyes like a beautiful book in which all creatures, great and small, are as letters to 
make us ponder the invisible things of God” (Belgic Confession).  
Speaker 2: Jesus says, “Consider the lilies” to make us ponder the invisible things 
of God-- his providential care and his love of beautiful things.  
Speaker 1: When Jesus walked the earth,  
Speaker 2: he walked the earth! Speaker 1: His feet were dirty with the dust of the 
earth. His sermon illustrations were about flowers and trees and seeds and 
vineyards and birds and fish and sheep and goats and pigs.  
Speaker 2: The Psalmist lies down in green pastures beside still waters and he 
finds peace.  
Speaker 1: He imagines God dressed up in sunshine with all heaven stretched out 
for his tent. 
Speaker 2: He imagines God laughing as his pet dragon, the leviathan, frolics in 
the sea.  
Speaker 1: And he exclaims, “What a wildly wonderful world, God! The glory of the 
Lord, let it last forever.”  
Speaker 2: We are gathered here this morning, on this green pasture with the tent 
of the sky stretched above us, to worship the creator of the universe.  
Speaker 1: The Lord is in his holy temple  
Speaker 2: and that temple is the whole blooming creation.  
Speaker 1: The Lord is in his holy temple,  
Speaker 2: let all the earth keep silence before him.  
Speaker 1: Let’s say it together: 
Congregation: The Lord is in his holy temple, let all the earth keep silence 
before him. 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
OPENING PRAYER: 
Lord God, you lovingly spoke all creation into existence And shaped and 
formed each one of us in your own image; As we gather to worship you 
today, Fill our hearts with wonder and our mouths with praise At the 
wonderful world you have made. In the name of Jesus, by whom and for 
whom all things were created. Amen. 
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SONG (465)     Pass it On   (Kathy) 
 
[Verse 1] 
It only takes a spark 
To get a fire going 
And soon all those around 
Can warm up [in] its glowing 
[Chorus 1] 
That's how it is with God’s love 
Once you've experienced it 
You spread His love to everyone 
You want to pass it on 
 
[Verse 2] 
What a wondrous time is spring 
When all the trees are budding 
The birds begin to sing 
The flowers start their blooming   
[Chorus 2] 
That's how it is with God’s love 
Once you've experienced it 
You want to sing, it's fresh like spring 
You want to pass it on 
 
[Verse 3] 
I wish for you, my friend 
This happiness that I've found 
You can depend on Him 
It matters not where you'rе bound 
 
[Chorus 3] sing twice 
I'll shout it from the mountain top 
I want the world to know 

The Lord of lovе has come to me 
I want to pass it on 
 
LITANY OF CONFESSION 
Made in God’s image to live in loving communion with our Maker,  
we are appointed earthkeepers and caretakers to tend the earth, enjoy it, and 
love our neighbors. God uses our skills for the unfolding and well-being of his 
world so that creation and all who live in it may flourish.  
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Yet often we neglect our task. Recalling our task leads us to confess our sin 
and to yearn for God’s forgiveness.  
-from Our World Belongs to God, st 10 © The Worship Sourcebook Edition Two 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, 
forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we 
shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE   “Amazing Grace”   (Randy) 
 Amazing Grace How sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! I once 
was lost, But now am found; Was blind, but now I see. 
 
Through many dangers, Toils and snares, I have already come; 'Tis grace 
hath brought Me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.  
 
The Lord has promised Good to me, His Word my hope secures; He will my 
Shield And Portion be, As long as life endures. 
 
FIRST READING: Psalm 19:1-4 (NLT)  
1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. 
2Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make God known. 3 
They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. 4 Yet their 
message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world. 
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-20 15 [Christ] is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And Christ is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And Christ is the head of 

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent.19 For in Christ all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
SONG#71   sing 2 times  “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” (Kathy) 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises 
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I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
 
INTERACTIVE MESSAGE 
 
SONG    “Jesus Loves Me”    (Randy) 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong. 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
CHORUS: Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me. 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me, He who died, 
Heaven’s gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, 
Let His little child come in. CHORUS 
 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
As He loved so long ago. 
Taking children on His knee, 
Saying, “Let them come to me.” CHORUS 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER First Nations Translation 
O Great Spirit, our Father from above, 
we honor your name as sacred and holy. 
Bring your good road to us, 
where the beauty of your ways in the spirit-world above 
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is reflected in the earth below. 
Provide for us day by day-- 
the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon. 
The corn, the squash, and the wild rice. 
All the things we need for each day. 
Release us from the things we have done wrong, 
in the same way we release others for the things done wrong to us. 
Guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road, 
and set us free from the evil one and his worthless ways. 
Aho! May it be so!  
 
SONG    “Kum Ba Yah   (Kathy) 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbaya 
v. 2 Someone's singing Lord, kumbaya 
v. 3 Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya 
 
 
CALL TO THE OFFERING 
OFFERTORY 
 
RESPONSE    Doxology   acapella 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here 
below 
Praise Him above thee heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Steadfast God, you search our hearts and know our needs even when we 
struggle to find the words. In your mercy, you strengthen us in our 
weakness and bind us together in love that cannot be broken. As we bring 
these gifts today, may they bear witness to your enduring promise: that 

nothing—not hardship, nor fear, nor even death itself—can separate us from 
your love in Christ Jesus. Bless these offerings, that they may bring hope to 
the weary, peace to the troubled, and joy to the hearts of your people. 
Through Christ, our Redeemer and Companion, we pray. Amen. (Romans 
8:26-39)  
 
SONG   “They’ll Know we are Christians”   (Randy) 
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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that our unity will one day be restored 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yeah they'll know we are Christians by our love 
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side 
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 
Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
DEPARTING SONG   “This Little Light of Mine”  (Kathy) 
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
V. 2 Hide it under a bushel, no! I'm going to let it shine. 
V. 3 Won't let anybody blow it out. I'm going to let it shine. 
V. 4 Shine my light across the land. I'm going to let it shine. 

 

Announcements: 
 
RUMMAGE SALE!! August 6 ,7 ,8 – Spread the word!! 
This year is going to be HUGE!!! 
 Your help will be needed. Sign-up sheets are available in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
No worship at Bethlehem on Sunday, August 9th 
We will be joining St. Peters UCC for “Worship in the Park.”  Worship will be held at the band 
shell in Kiel City Park at 9am!! (Note the time change).  In the event of bad weather, the service 
will be moved indoors at St. Peters.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Joys: 

-The birth of Remy Hoeffner on 6/27.  Parents: Tyler & Tia Hoeffner; Grandparents: Joe & 

Doreen Schmidt 
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-The birth of Thomas George LaBarre on 7/13. Parents: Donnie & Kristin LaBarre; 

Grandparents: Rich & Lori Schmitt 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Elaine Brill    Tom Knier 

Tyler Meyer    Janet 

Judy Brockway    Davin Horneck 

Jackie Voland   Karen Laack 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Chase Goekes   Tyler Smith 

Molly     Linda Skinkis (sister of Judy Brockway) 

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Those unable to worship with us:  Merlin Ninmer         Helen Henning  

 

 

 

This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 7/26: 9:30am Outdoor Worship followed by picnic  - Noon Youth Volleyball 
Tournament at Bethlehem; Happy Anniversary Bruce & Polly Jeanty! 
Monday 7/27 Happy Anniversary Eric & Dawn Muehlbauer!! 
Tuesday 7/28:   
Wednesday 7/29:  
Thursday 7/30:  
Friday 7/31: Happy Anniversary Scott & Jane Umland! 
Saturday 8/1: Happy Birthday Bill Schlegel and Gerald Schnell!  
Sunday 8/2: 9:30am Worship w/ Communion  
 

July/August Panty Item:   

Jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly 

 


