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     Sunday, August 2, 2026 
          Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

    Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver  

              Musician: Polly Jeanty  
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate :: He is good to all 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #549  “As We Gather” 

As we gather may your spirit work within us 
As we gather may we glorify your name 

Knowing well that as our heart begin to worship 
We'll be blessed because we came; We'll be blessed because we came 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:  
God is faithful in words, and gracious in action. 

We look to God for nurture in every season. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


God is near to all who call out in truth, and watches over all. 
We will praise God’s holy name for ever and ever.  
 
*OPENING PRAYER: 
Mysterious and merciful God, we praise you for abundant life, 
for the beauty of creation, and the blessings of each day. 
We praise you for communities of care, for your guidance and wisdom, 
for justice in a broken world and for healing. 
Your grace satisfies us in every situation, and so, we worship you  
as the Source of life and love, comfort and courage, as Creator, Christ and 
Spirit, One God, this day and every day, now and always. Amen 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #74  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
Trusting in your grace and goodness, O God, we confess to you our sins: 
 
Gracious and merciful God,  
In Christ you show us the way of compassion and forgiveness,  
yet we neglect the suffering of others 
and hold grudges. 
We blame and judge each other 
in the moments you call us to act with kindness and mercy.  
Free us from greed and from grievance, and  
open our hearts so that we may embody Jesus’ teachings  
and walk in his way this day and always. 
Amen.  (time of silence) 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
Remember that God is slow to be angry and quick to forgive; kind and gracious to 
all.   
We know that our sins are forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ, and 
we forgive those who have sinned against us, as Christ teaches us. 

 
 
* RESPONSE (tune: Doxology) “Be Thou, O God Exalted High”   

Be thou, O God exalted high; And as Thy glory fills the sky, 
So let it be on earth displayed, 'Til Thou art here, as there, obeyed. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Psalm 145:8-9,14-21 
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8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 
    slow to anger and rich in love. 
9 The Lord is good to all; 
    he has compassion on all he has made. 
14The Lord upholds all who fall 
    and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food at the proper time. 
16 You open your hand 
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
    and faithful in all he does. 
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
    to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 
    he hears their cry and saves them. 
20 The Lord watches over all who love him, 
    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. 
    Let every creature praise his holy name 
    for ever and ever. 
 
Matthew 14:13-21 
13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote 
place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the 
villages and buy themselves some food.” 
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on 

the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The 
number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
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FIVE MINUTES OF PRAISE      “Five Loaves and Two Fish”  Good News Music 
 
SERMON       
 
*HYMN #536    “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
(God’s table is open to ALL, regardless of affiliation or membership. Please hold 
the elements until all have been served and we will partake together.  All bread is 
gluten free. The inner circles are grape juice; the outer rings are wine.) 

INVITATION 
PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
DISTRIBUTION   
 
PRAYER OF THANKGIVING 

We give thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table. 
Strengthen our faith; increase our love for one another. 
As we have been fed by the seed that became grain, and then became bread, 
may we go out into the world to plant seeds of justice, transformation, and 
hope. Amen. 

COMMUNION RESPONSE #525 refrain only “One Bread, One Body” 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all 

One cup of blessing which we bless 

And we, though many, throughout the Earth 

We are one body in this one Lord 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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POST PRAYER RESPONSE #226 v. 1  “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
  
OFFERTORY          
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for August supports the Kiel Food Pantry.) 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE 447 v.1 “All Things are Yours” 

All things are yours! We make that true, when we return our gifts to you. 

And so we give, and so we share, in Christ's strong name expressing care. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Blessed are you, God of all creation, for all your good gifts. Use the gifts we 
offer to spread your goodness in Jesus’ name. Let your Spirit work through 
us so that your goodness will move through us into the world wherever we 
go. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true. 
Know he will guide you, in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 
BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
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POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission https://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 

 

Announcements: 
 
RUMMAGE SALE!! August 6 ,7 ,8 – Spread the word!! 
This year is going to be HUGE!!! 
 Your help will be needed. Sign-up sheets are available in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
No worship at Bethlehem Next Sunday, August 9th 
We will be joining St. Peters UCC for “Worship in the Park.”  Worship will be held at the band 
shell in Kiel City Park at 9am!! (Note the time change).  In the event of bad weather, the service 
will be moved indoors at St. Peters.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Joys: 

-The birth of Remy Hoeffner on 6/27.  Parents: Tyler & Tia Hoeffner; Grandparents: Joe & 

Doreen Schmidt 

-The birth of Thomas George LaBarre on 7/13. Parents: Donnie & Kristin LaBarre; 

Grandparents: Rich & Lori Schmitt 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Elaine Brill    Tom Knier 

Davin Horneck   Molly  

Jackie Voland   Karen Laack 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Chase Goekes   Tyler Smith 

     

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Those unable to worship with us:  Merlin Ninmer         Helen Henning  

 

Other:  Victims of recent tornadoes in our area.  
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My apologies that this calendar wasn’t updated last week.     

I hope the following had great birthdays:  Tom Brickbauer, Bob Markelz, Ruthie 

Rumpff, Allyson Jeanty, Mandy Voland, Kendra Muehlbauer, and Dan Rugowski. 

I hope Steven & Jackie Voland had a wonderful anniversary!   Pastor Randy 

 

This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 8/2: 9:30am Worship w/ Communion  
Monday 8/3 8am-12pm Rummage sale set up; Happy Birthday Logan Tesch! 
Tuesday 8/4: 8am-12pm Rummage sale set up; Happy Birthday Lillie Brockway! 
Wednesday 8/5: 8am-12pm Rummage sale set up; Happy Birthday Donna Truttman-Retlich! 
Thursday 8/6: 3p-7p Rummage Sale open; Happy Birthday David Pike! 
Friday 8/7: 8a-5pm Rummage Sale open; Happy Birthday Tony Bowe! 
Saturday 8/8: 8a-12pm Rummage Sale open, Clean up 12-1p; Happy Birthday David Meyer!  

Sunday 8/9: 9am Community Worship at Kiel City Park.  NO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM!! 

Happy Birthday David Radder! 
 

July/August Panty Item:   

Jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly 

 


