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DT

The white peace candle on the altaris lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed
conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace.

*= Please rise in body or spirit

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to
yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x

Lord, be gracious to me :: make your face shine upon me
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #549 “As We Gather”
As we gather may your spirit work within us
As we gather may we glorify your name
Knowing well that as our heart begin to worship
We'll be blessed because we came; We'll be blessed because we came

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP:

Let the nations be glad and sing with joy,
For God guides us all with justice and equity.


https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/

Let the people praise God, for how we have been blessed;
Come let us worship and offer all honor and praise.

*OPENING PRAYER:

Welcoming and Holy God,

heaven and earth are full of your glory,

you make all things new,

justice and right relations have their source in you,

love and peace come from you.

You chose to become one of us in Jesus Christ,

teaching us your ways and calling us to follow his way.

You came to us in the Holy Spirit and your Spirit gives us wisdom, guidance
and comfort each day.

And so, we praise you for your love

which is great enough to embrace the universe,

yet close enough to enter our hearts.

During our worship,

surprise us with your grace

that we, with the rest of the church

and the whole of creation, may praise and adore you, Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #361 vs. 1-3 “My Faith Looks up to Thee”

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
Merciful God, in recalling all that you are, we confess who we are:

we confess that we have not lived as you have taught us.

Forgive us those times we have not welcomed others into our community;
and those times we have avoided others

because of our fear and prejudices.

Forgive us the ways we have judged people unfairly.

Reveal to us your ways,

and show us how to see your goodness in those who seem different from
us.

(time of silence)

WORDS OF GRACE

While it is true that we have all sinned,

it is a greater truth that we are forgiven through God’s love in Jesus Christ.
To all who humbly seek the mercy of God, may you be at peace with God, with
yourself and with one another.

So be it! Thanks be to God!



* RESPONSE (tune: Doxology) “Be Thou, O God Exalted High”
Be thou, O God exalted high; And as Thy glory fills the sky,
So let it be on earth displayed, 'Til Thou art here, as there, obeyed. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Psalm 67 — p. 648 of hymnal — Read reads odd verses, people read even

Matthew 15:10-28 (CEB)

10 Jesus called the crowd near and said to them, “Listen and understand. ' It's not
what goes into the mouth that contaminates a person in God'’s sight. It's what
comes out of the mouth that contaminates the person.”

12Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were
offended by what you just said?”

13 Jesus replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be pulled
up. 1 Leave the Pharisees alone. They are blind people who are guides to blind
people. But if a blind person leads another blind person, they will both fall into a
ditch.”

15 Then Peter spoke up, “Explain this riddle to us.”

16 Jesus said, “Don’t you understand yet? 7 Don’t you know that everything that
goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? '8 But what
goes out of the mouth comes from the heart. And that’'s what contaminates a
person in God’s sight. 1° Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adultery,
sexual sins, thefts, false testimonies, and insults. 2% These contaminate a person in
God’s sight. But eating without washing hands doesn’t contaminate in God’s
sight.”

21 From there, Jesus went to the regions of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman
from those territories came out and shouted, “Show me mercy, Son of David. My
daughter is suffering terribly from demon possession.” 22 But he didn’t respond to
her at all.

His disciples came and urged him, “Send her away; she keeps shouting out after
us.”

24 Jesus replied, “I've been sent only to the lost sheep, the people of Israel.”

25 But she knelt before him and said, “Lord, help me.”

26 He replied, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and toss it to dogs.”

27 She said, “Yes, Lord. But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall off their
masters’ table.”




28 Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith. It will be just as you wish.” And
right then her daughter was healed.

CHILDREN'S TIME
FIVE MINUTES OF PRAISE “Come to the Water” Fanny Crosby

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
This morning, we officially welcome Rylee Collyns Heugel to God'’s family. Rylee
was born on May 28, 2026 to parents, Sage & Emily Heugel.
Rylee’s sponsors are Alex & Kim Schultz.

INVITATION

WELCOME

Leader: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them; and
the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said
to them,

People: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such
belongs the realm of God. Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the
realm of God like a child shall not enter it.”

Leader: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands
upon them.*

ADDRESS
Leader: The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible ...and the beginning
of their growth into full Christian faith and discipleship.®

People: This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise with new life,
forgiven of sin and one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT (please stand)

People: We receive this child as a new person in Christ. We offer our
understanding and support as he/she explores life. We enfold this child in
our love, seeking together to grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with
God and all people. We join with these parents in telling the gospel in our




midst so that this child may live with us for Christ, showing forth Christ’s
love for all people.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Leader: Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith
in the triune God.

L: Do you believe in God?

P: We believe in God, Father Almighty.

L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

P: We believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
L: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

P: We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, Giver of life.
L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

PRAYER OF BAPTISM
ACT OF BAPTISM

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED

*HYMN #516 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”
SERMON

*HYMN #501 “In Christ There is no East or West”
PRAYER CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE...THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

POST PRAYER RESPONSE #226 v. 1 “Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.
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Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday.
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent
collection. Jingle Change for August supports the Kiel Food Pantry.)

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE 447 v.1 “All Things are Yours”

All things are yours! We make that true, when we return our gifts to you.
And so we give, and so we share, in Christ's strong name expressing care.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God, we place our hope and trust in your loving kindness. Because we
want to praise you with more than just words, we offer our gifts to support
Christ’s mission in the world. Bless these gifts and use our energy for your
good purposes, so that the world will know your loving kindness. Amen.

*SENDING SONG “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.

Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true.

Know he will guide you, in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.

Reach out to others so all the world can see.

God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men.

BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING

POSTLUDE
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission https://presbyterian.ca/worship/




Announcements:

BUCC Breakfast Club! - Our next gathering will take place on Saturday, August 29 at
Riverview Restaurant at 8:30am. All are welcome! Join us for food and fellowship! Please sign
up on the sheet in the fellowship fall by Sunday, Aug. 23 so we can let them know how many
are coming.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS - Sunday, Aug. 30 - Bring your backpacks, bookbags, or
briefcases!

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE UNITED CHURCH MEN & WOMEN!

Thursday, Aug 20" — 6:30 pm St. Peter's UCC, Kiel — All members of UCC churches in
Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Calumet, Fond du Lac, Ozaukee, and Washington counties are
encouraged to attend.

Announcements:

Free Well-Water Testing:

The Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department is pleased to announce a free
well water screening for nitrates at the upcoming Manitowoc County fair, August 26 to 30, 2026.
All well owners are encouraged to participate.

To participate in the screening, bring 1/2 cup of well water in a clean container to the Manitowoc
County Fairgrounds Merchant Building during fair hours (10:00 AM to 8:00 PM) for an on-site
reading, or if you are not attending the fair, you can drop off samples at the Soil and Water
Conservation Department office (4319 Expo Drive, Manitowoc) during business hours (8:30 AM
to 4:30 PM) Call 920-683-4183 with questions. (See Flyer)

Faith in the Fall Music Festival! - Sunday, Sept. 27 — 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC,
Howards Grove. Music, food, raffles and more! Check Flyer for details!

gﬁ?%’ N OUR
Thotghts and Iﬁrﬁyers
Joys:
-The baptism of Rylee Collyns Heugel — Parents: Sage & Emily Heugel; Grandparents: Jane
and Scott Umland
-The birth of Remy Hoeffner on 6/27. Parents: Tyler & Tia Hoeffner; Grandparents: Joe &
Doreen Schmidt

-The birth of Thomas George LaBarre on 7/13. Parents: Donnie & Kristin LaBarre;
Grandparents: Rich & Lori Schmitt

Those grieving:
The family of Merlin Ninmer




Those dealing with health concerns:

Helen Henning Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt)
Elaine Brill Tom Knier

Davin Horneck Molly

Jackie Voland Karen Laack

Louie Bowe Dawson Horneck

Heidi Konen Darlene Horneck
Jessica Horneck Margaret

Sofia Willow

Hubert Larry

Chase Goekes Tyler Smith

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Other: Victims of recent tornadoes in our area.

This Week at Bethlehem:

Today, Sunday 8/16: 9:30am Worship w/ Baptism

Monday 8/17 Happy Birthday Cooper Tesch!

Tuesday 8/18: 9am-12pm VBS @ St. Marks;

Wednesday 8/19: 9am-12pm VBS @ St. Marks; **SPIRIT ARTICLES DUE 5pm**
Thursday 8/20: 9am-12pm VBS @ St. Marks; 6:30pm UCWM @ St Peters UCC; Happy
Birthday Rachel Muehlbauer and Emilia Rodriquez! Happy Anniversary David & Julie Meyer!
Friday 8/21: Happy Birthday Kyle Pennell!

Saturday 8/22:
Sunday 8/23: 9:30am Worship

July/August Panty Item:
Jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly

Y

for Mental Health




