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MATTHE 16:1 Sunday, August 23, 2026
—a 1 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship Leader: Bonnie Ziegler
Musician: Kathy Bowe

The white peace candle on the altaris lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed
conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace.

*= Please rise in body or spirit

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to
yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x

Blessed be the Lord :: who is on my side
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #549 “‘As We Gather”
As we gather may your spirit work within us
As we gather may we glorify your name
Knowing well that as our heart begin to worship
We'll be blessed because we came; We'll be blessed because we came

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (inspired by Psalm 124)

One: Blessed be the Holy One. If it had not been God on our side—the people
proclaim!

Many: With God on our side, we find our help in the name of the Holy One!


https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/

One: Blessed be the Holy One, who draws us from aimlessness, despair, and
bitterness.

Many: With God on our side, we find purpose, hope, and peace.

One: Blessed be the Holy One, who calls us to love one another—neighbors,
enemies, family and friends.

Many: With God on our side, we find compassion, grace, and mercy for one
another. Blessed be the Holy One!

*OPENING PRAYER:

Living God, you draw us from the waters that offer both life and death,
nourishment and destruction, peace and power. We gather as your people to
remember your timely and tangible works. We call upon your many names as we
have known you to be Redeemer, Counselor, Shepherd, and Friend. We worship
you for who you are, and we draw near to become who you have crafted us to be.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #456 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Sovereign God, we often forget important truths and lessons the past offers
us, devalue the relationships brought to us, and misuse the power given to
us. Help us to live in truth, with integrity, and for peace. May love and
compassion guide us in all our actions and interactions.

(time of silence)

Amen!

WORDS OF GRACE

Body of Christ, in the words of Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this age,
but be transformed by the renewing of the minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God-what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Receive the grace of
God and the power of being in community to proceed in the newness of life as the
One who loves us draws us from the threat of the depths into the hope of a
blessed future. Amen!

* RESPONSE (tune: Doxology) “Be Thou, O God Exalted High”
Be thou, O God exalted high; And as Thy glory fills the sky,
So let it be on earth displayed, 'Til Thou art here, as there, obeyed. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS- (NRSVUE)

Exodus 1:8-2:10

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. ? He said to his
people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than
we. 1 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event



of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the

land.” 1 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more
they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians
came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard
servitude 1*and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and
in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed
on them.

5 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, ¢ “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she
shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned
the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this and allowed the boys to
live?” ¥ The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like
the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife
comes to them.” 2 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied
and became very strong. 2! And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the
Hebrews!@ you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”
Birth and Youth of Moses

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The
woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him three months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus
basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance,
to see what would happen to him.

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. ® When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall | go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the
girl went and called the child’s mother. ® Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this
child and nurse it for me, and | will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. ' When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses,™ “because,” she said,
‘I drew him out of the water.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%201%3A8-2%3A10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1555a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%201%3A8-2%3A10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1565b

Romans 12:1-8

| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.[2l

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we
have many members and not all the members have the same function, ®so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ® We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 4 And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 3 He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 1¢ Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah,@ the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. ' And | tell you, you are Peter,™ and
on this rock™ | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. 191 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 22 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he

wasld the Messiah.!

CHILDREN’S TIME

SERMON

*HYMN #432 “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”
PRAYER CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE...THE LORD’S PRAYER
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

POST PRAYER RESPONSE #226 v. 1 “Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday.
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent
collection. Jingle Change for August supports the Kiel Food Pantry.)

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE 447 v.1 “All Things are Yours”

All things are yours! We make that true, when we return our gifts to you.
And so we give, and so we share, in Christ's strong name expressing care.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Wonderful God, please sanctify these gifts for your glory, amplify them for
your people, and replicate them for your kingdom. May they meet the needs
and hopes of the world and community in which we belong. Amen.

*SENDING SONG #575 “Savior Again to Thy Dear Name ”
BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING

POSTLUDE
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from: Worship Ways, UCC.org




Announcements:

BUCC Breakfast Club! - TODAY IS THE FINAL DAY TO SIGN UP!! - Our next gathering will
take place on Saturday, August 29 at Riverview Restaurant at 8:30am. All are welcome! Join
us for food and fellowship!

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS - Sunday, Aug. 30 - Bring your backpacks, bookbags, or
briefcases!

MISSION AND SERVICE SUNDAY!!

Sunday, September 27 — We will be creating meal kits for area food pantries — details coming
soon! We will also be doing highway clean up — Please sign up for the potluck meal in the
Fellowship Hall.

Announcements:

Free Well-Water Testing:

The Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department is pleased to announce a free
well water screening for nitrates at the upcoming Manitowoc County fair, August 26 to 30, 2026.
All well owners are encouraged to participate.

To participate in the screening, bring 1/2 cup of well water in a clean container to the Manitowoc
County Fairgrounds Merchant Building during fair hours (10:00 AM to 8:00 PM) for an on-site
reading, or if you are not attending the fair, you can drop off samples at the Soil and Water
Conservation Department office (4319 Expo Drive, Manitowoc) during business hours (8:30 AM
to 4:30 PM) Call 920-683-4183 with questions. (See Flyer)

Faith in the Fall Music Festival! - Sunday, Sept. 27 — 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC,
Howards Grove. Music, food, raffles and more! Check Flyer for details!

ﬁ%’ IN OUR ‘%ﬁﬁ
Thosﬁﬂghts and Pﬁiyers

Joys:

-The baptism of Rylee Collyns Heugel — Parents: Sage & Emily Heugel; Grandparents: Jane
and Scott Umland

-The birth of Remy Hoeffner on 6/27. Parents: Tyler & Tia Hoeffner; Grandparents: Joe &
Doreen Schmidt

-The birth of Thomas George LaBarre on 7/13. Parents: Donnie & Kristin LaBarre;
Grandparents: Rich & Lori Schmitt

Those grieving:
The family of Merlin Ninmer




Those dealing with health concerns:

Helen Henning Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt)
Davin Horneck Tom Knier

Jackie Voland Karen Laack

Louie Bowe Dawson Horneck

Heidi Konen Darlene Horneck
Jessica Horneck Margaret

Leon Molly

Sofia Willow

Hubert Larry

Tyler Smith

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Other: Victims of recent tornadoes in our area.

This Week at Bethlehem:

Today, Sunday 8/23: 9:30am Worship

Monday 8/24

Tuesday 8/25:

Wednesday 8/26:

Thursday 8/27: 9am BUCC at Immanuel Food Pantry;

Friday 8/28:

Saturday 8/29: Happy Anniversary Rich & Lori Schmitt and Ben & Abbi Reis!!

Sunday 8/30: 9:30am Worship w/ Blessing of the Backpacks; Happy Birthday Lee Watson!

July/August Panty Item:
Jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly

Y

for Mental Health




