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    Sunday, August 30, 2026 
        Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver  

              Musician: Kathy Bowe  
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

Lord, I love the house where you dwell :: where your glory abides 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #557 v. 1 “I Just Came to Praise the Lord” 

I just came to praise the Lord, I just came to praise the Lo—rd 
I just came to praise his Ho--ly Name, I just came to praise the Lord 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:  
Give thanks to God and tell of God’s gifts. 
We will sing praises for all that God has done. 
Let your hearts be joyful! 

We will seek God’s presence continually. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


Call to mind God’s wonderful works. 
We will always remember the blessings of God and glorify God forever! 
 
*OPENING PRAYER: 
Holy, Mysterious, Eternal and Ever-loving God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
You are the beginning and end of all things. 
In your depth, we find mystery. 
In your breadth, we know your tender embrace. 
We can only wonder at your love for us, 
so small a part of your whole creation are we. 
Yet in Jesus Christ we meet your generous grace. 
In the Holy Spirit, you move with us to inspire our action 
and fill us with hope.   
Our thoughts cannot exhaust your wisdom, 
nor can our hearts fathom your mercy.  
And so, we worship you in humble praise, 
Holy God, ever Three and ever One, now and always. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #541    “Here I Am, Lord” 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME AND BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS (UMC.org) 
Leader: 
Today, we have before us backpacks to be carried to and from school by the 
children and youth gathered here…. And, as in every aspect of our life, we bring 
these before God for blessing at this time. 
 
Let us pray together: 
Gracious God, we lift to you today, these students. 
They stand here ready to receive your blessings and they commit 
themselves to study and learning in the school year ahead. We ask your 
blessing on each of them. 
Further, we ask your blessing on these backpacks. They will hold the school 

work of each student and will be carried from home to school and back 
again. As these students carry these backpacks, may they be reminded of 
the love and care of this congregation that surrounds them each school day. 
We pray as well for the teachers and administrators in our schools. May they 
also be sustained by your blessing. May they be reminded that this 
congregation embraces their call to teaching and learning and surrounds 
them with love and care as well. 
We pray in the name of Jesus who we seek to follow day by day. Amen. 
 
FIVE MINUTES OF PRAISE    “His Name is Jesus” 
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PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
Gracious God, out of a desire to begin again with you and each other,  
we confess to you our sins: 
 
Faithful and forgiving God, 
we confess we do not live out your love and mercy. 
We cling to old hurts and familiar habits. 
We nurse anger and envy. 
We are often so self-absorbed that we turn our backs on those in need. 
Forgive what we have been, amend who we are, 
and guide us toward who we may become  
according to your generous grace. 
(time of silence) 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
The Apostle Paul declared that from now on, we regard no one from a human 
point of view. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
Thanks be to God that we can all make a new start through God’s embracing 
grace. 
 
* RESPONSE:  #565 v. 1  “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Exodus 3:1-15 
3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it 
did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—
why the bush does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within 
the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your 
father,[a] the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about 
their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1586a
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Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached 
me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I 
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[b] will worship 
God on this mountain.” 
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what 
shall I tell them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.[c] This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord,[d] the God of your 
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent 
me to you.’ 
“This is my name forever, 
    the name you shall call me 
    from generation to generation. 
 
Romans 12:9-21  (NIV) 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to 
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do 
not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[a] Do not be 
conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[b] says the Lord. 20 On the 
contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[c] 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1592b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1594c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1595d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28262a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28265b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28266c
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MISSION MESSAGE     Eric & Dayna Baake    
 
*HYMN #442 vs. 1-4    “The Servant Song”    
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
POST PRAYER RESPONSE #239 refrain “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
  
OFFERTORY          
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for August supports the Kiel Food Pantry.) 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Give Thanks” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, 

His Son (2 times) 

And now… 
let the weak say, “I am strong” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich 
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Because of what the Lord has done 
for us” (2 times) 

Give thanks… (2 times) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
O God, we offer these gifts to you in hope and thanksgiving. Use them to 
transform the world you love with the mercy and compassion we celebrate 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG  “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true. 
Know he will guide you, in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 

BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
  
POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from: 
https://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 

 

 

Announcements: 
 
Sunday School starts on Sept. 13. 
 
MISSION AND SERVICE SUNDAY!! – See our full-page announcement! 
 

The first Rural Church Fellowship Adult Mission Trip planning meeting will take place on 
Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 am at Bethlehem United Church of Christ (11608 Lax Chapel 
Rd - Kiel).  The trip is open to all, regardless of church membership.  It is billed as "adult" 
because it takes place during the school year, but high school teens with a parent would be 
welcome.  The first order of business will be to select our spring dates for the trip. Our work will 
likely be in Indiana.  Please reach out to Rev. Randy at Bethlehem UCC if you have questions. 
(randynmel5@gmail.com)  We'd love to have you join our group! 
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Have you considered your “final arrangements?”  Is your family aware of your wishes regarding 
cremation, burial, and your funeral?  Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30pm at Bethlehem 
United Church of Christ. (11608 Lax Chapel Rd - Kiel).  Funeral Director, Abbi Kuether, will be 
talking about how to pre-plan and make some decisions that can reduce the burden on your 
loved ones when that time comes. This informal presentation will provide plenty of opportunity 
for questions.  Please join us! 

 

Community Announcements: 
 
Wash for Life – Steve Hamer will be making a presentation at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Tuesday, Sept 8 @ 1:30pm.  Wash for Life digs wells in Malawi in undeveloped communities 
and schools to give people access to clean, drinkable water without have to walk for miles to 
obtain water. See the flyer on the bulletin board for more info. 
 
ASP MISSION TRIP 
Sunday September 13 at 1pm at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel we will begin preparing for 2027 
Appalachia Service Project (ASP). This trip is open to youth who are starting as Freshmen in 
high school this year through adults. Dates for the 2027 trip will be chosen at this meeting and 
fundraising will begin. Join us as we prepare to help people in central Appalachia make homes 
warmer, safer and drier in 2027. If you have questions, please reach out 
to pastornicoleherda@gmail.com Thank you!   
 
Faith in the Fall Music Festival!  - Sunday, Sept. 27 – 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC, 
Howards Grove.  Music, food, raffles and more!  Check Flyer for details! 
 
It’s Apple Pie Time!  
Please join the families of Divine Savior Catholic School in Kiel on October 2nd and 3rd making 
delicious Apple Pies. Made from scratch with love and care, each pie is made fresh and not 
baked. Pies are ready-to-bake or can be frozen to be enjoyed later. Apple Pies are $16 each 
and can be ordered by calling (920) 894-3533 or online at divinesaviorschool.org/apple-pie-sale. 
We are also looking for some volunteers to help make pies. From quality control to pie assembly 
we have jobs to fit all abilities. Contact us at divinesaviorapplepiefundraiser@gmail.com to help 
make some delicious pies. All supplies are provided along with delicious food to keep you full of 
energy!  
  

 
 

 
 

 

Joys: 

-The baptism of Rylee Collyns Heugel – Parents: Sage & Emily Heugel; Grandparents: Jane 

and Scott Umland 

 

Those grieving: 

The family of Merlin Ninmer 



 
8 

 

 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Davin Horneck   Tom Knier  

Jackie Voland   Karen Laack 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Leon     Molly 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Tyler Smith     

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Other:  Victims of recent tornadoes in our area.  

 

This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 8/30: 9:30am Worship  
Monday 8/31:  
Tuesday 9/1:  
Wednesday 9/2:  Merlin Ninmer funeral -  9a-11:45a Visitation, 12pm service 
Thursday 9/3:  
Friday 9/4:  
Saturday 9/5: Happy Anniversary Rich & Lori Schmitt and Ben & Abbi Reis!! 
Sunday 9/6: 9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
 

September/October Panty Item:   

Box of Cake mix or Frosting 

 


