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    Sunday, September 6, 2026 
        Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver  

              Musician: Kathy Bowe  
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

Praise the Lord! :: sing the Lord a new song 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #557 v. 1 “I Just Came to Praise the Lord” 

I just came to praise the Lord, I just came to praise the Lo—rd 
I just came to praise his Ho--ly Name, I just came to praise the Lord 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:  
We will worship God, our Maker! 
Let us praise God with song and dance, 
For God is gracious and loving! 

Let us bring God glory and honour, 
Praise the Lord. 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


*OPENING PRAYER: 
Spirit of the Living God, may your presence reign among us as we gather. 
We give thanks for your abiding covenant and the path of life you set before 
us. We delight in your revelatory word and your compassionate care. We 
come to you because you come to us. Keep our hearts tuned to your hopes 
and promises. Receive our prayers and praise with grace and love. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #6   “Praise the Lord, His Glories Show” 
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
Romans 13 reminds us that, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law.”  
Forgive us for those moments when we had the opportunity to choose love 
and did not. Forgive us for the days we kept silent when love required our 
voice. Forgive us for the instances when we could have extended grace and 
mercy and, instead, chose bitterness and resentment. Forgive us for the 
times when we have been hard to love and failed to appreciate the love 
given to us. Transform our lives and our hearts into vessels that reflect your 
love in the world. Amen. 
(time of silence) 

 
WORDS OF GRACE 
Beloved, rest in the love of God that is faithful and true. Know that love may be 
replicated through each of us toward one another and our neighbors. Be assured 
that the reservoir of love never runs dry and is amplified the more you draw from 
it. Let your love flow and the grace of God will sustain and strengthen you. 
May it be so!  Thanks be to God! 
 
* RESPONSE:  #565 v. 1  “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Psalm 149 – p. 732 in hymnal – Leader reads lines 1 & 2 of each stanza, people 
read lines 3 & 4 of each stanza. 

 
Romans 13:8-14 (NIV) 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 
for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,”[a] and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you 
to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2013%3A8-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28276a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2013%3A8-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28276b
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first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put 
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 
 
Matthew 18:15-20 (NRSVUE) 
15 “If your brother or sister sins against you,[a] go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, 
if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
FIVE MINUTES OF PRAISE  “Love God, Love People” Danny Gokey  
 
SERMON 
   
*HYMN #406   “Prayer of St. Francis”  
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
(God’s table is open to ALL, regardless of affiliation or membership. Please hold 
the elements until all have been served and we will partake together.  All bread is 
gluten free. The inner circles are grape juice; the outer rings are wine.) 

INVITATION 
PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
DISTRIBUTION   
 
PRAYER OF THANKGIVING 

We give thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table. 
Strengthen our faith; increase our love for one another. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018%3A15-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23741a
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As we have been fed by the seed that became grain, and then became bread, 
may we go out into the world to plant seeds of justice, transformation, and 
hope. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION RESPONSE #525 refrain only “One Bread, One Body” 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all 

One cup of blessing which we bless 

And we, though many, throughout the Earth 

We are one body in this one Lord 

  
PRAYER CONCERNS 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
POST PRAYER RESPONSE #239 refrain “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

  
OFFERTORY          
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for September supports the CROP Walk.) 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Give Thanks” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 
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Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, 
His Son (2 times) 

And now… 
let the weak say, “I am strong” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done 

for us” (2 times) 

Give thanks… (2 times) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, receive these gifts, offered in a spirit of generosity and 
humility. Bless and use them for the work that you long to do in the world 
you love, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG  “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true. 
Know he will guide you, in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 

BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
  
POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from: 
https://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 

 

Announcements: 
 
Sunday School starts NEXT SUNDAY on Sept. 13 @ 8:00am 
 
MISSION AND SERVICE SUNDAY!! 
Sunday, September 27 – We will be creating meal kits for area food pantries – grab some post 
its from the board by the front door or donate for gift cards!  We will also be doing highway clean 
up – Please sign up for the potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Save your bags! 
Please save your paper grocery bags and bring them to church. 
They can be placed in the basket under the mailboxes. 
We had such a successful garage sale, that we ran out of bags. 
Thank you! 
 

The first Rural Church Fellowship Adult Mission Trip planning meeting will take place on 
Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 am at Bethlehem United Church of Christ (11608 Lax Chapel 
Rd - Kiel).  The trip is open to all, regardless of church membership.  It is billed as "adult" 
because it takes place during the school year, but high school teens with a parent would be 
welcome.  The first order of business will be to select our spring dates for the trip. Our work will 
likely be in Indiana.  Please reach out to Rev. Randy at Bethlehem UCC if you have questions. 
(randynmel5@gmail.com)  We'd love to have you join our group! 

Have you considered your “final arrangements?”  Is your family aware of your wishes regarding 
cremation, burial, and your funeral?  Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30pm at Bethlehem 
United Church of Christ. (11608 Lax Chapel Rd - Kiel).  Funeral Director, Abbi Kuether, will be 
talking about how to pre-plan and make some decisions that can reduce the burden on your 
loved ones when that time comes. This informal presentation will provide plenty of opportunity 
for questions.  Please join us! 

 
CROP Walk 
The Rural Church Fellowship’s annual CROP Walk will be held at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Sunday, October 11.  Registration starts at noon, the walk begins at 12:30pm.  A campfire with 
brats, hot dogs, and smores will follow.  
The event is open to ALL ages!  See Pastor Randy for an envelope for collecting donations. 
With only one confirmation student this year,  Bethlehem will need to rally it’s collections!  The 
CROP Walk supports world-wide hunger efforts as well as local food pantries.   
   

Community Announcements: 
 
Wash for Life – Steve Hamer will be making a presentation at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Tuesday, Sept 8 @ 1:30pm.  Wash for Life digs wells in Malawi in undeveloped communities 
and schools to give people access to clean, drinkable water without have to walk for miles to 
obtain water. See the flyer on the bulletin board for more info. 
 
ASP MISSION TRIP 
Sunday September 13 at 1pm at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel we will begin preparing for 2027 
Appalachia Service Project (ASP). This trip is open to youth who are starting as Freshmen in 
high school this year through adults. Dates for the 2027 trip will be chosen at this meeting and 
fundraising will begin. Join us as we prepare to help people in central Appalachia make homes 
warmer, safer and drier in 2027. If you have questions, please reach out 
to pastornicoleherda@gmail.com Thank you!   
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Guest Speaker Linda Hodorff—6:30 p.m. September 17th 
The Women’s Fellowship of St. Paul’s UCC is excited to announce that Linda Hodorff of Eden, 
WI will share the story of her July 2026 15-day global mission trip as a volunteer at the BidiBidi 
Refugee Settlement in Northwest Uganda, Africa. St. Paul’s UCC is located just east of Pipe at 
N10362 St Paul Rd Malone 
 
 
Faith in the Fall Music Festival!  - Sunday, Sept. 27 – 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC, 
Howards Grove.  Music, food, raffles and more!  Check Flyer for details! 
 
It’s Apple Pie Time!  
Please join the families of Divine Savior Catholic School in Kiel on October 2nd and 3rd making 
delicious Apple Pies. Made from scratch with love and care, each pie is made fresh and not 
baked. Pies are ready-to-bake or can be frozen to be enjoyed later. Apple Pies are $16 each 
and can be ordered by calling (920) 894-3533 or online at divinesaviorschool.org/apple-pie-sale. 
We are also looking for some volunteers to help make pies. From quality control to pie assembly 
we have jobs to fit all abilities. Contact us at divinesaviorapplepiefundraiser@gmail.com to help 
make some delicious pies. All supplies are provided along with delicious food to keep you full of 
energy!  
  

 
 

 
 

 

Joys: 

-The baptism of Rylee Collyns Heugel – Parents: Sage & Emily Heugel; Grandparents: Jane 

and Scott Umland 

 

Those grieving: 

The family of Merlin Ninmer 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Davin Horneck   Tom Knier  

Jackie Voland   Darlean Rumpff 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Leon     Molly 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Tyler Smith     

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Other:  Victims of recent natural disasters    
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This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 9/6: 9:30am Worship w/ Communion 
Monday 9/7: Happy Labor Day! 
Tuesday 9/8: 6:30pm Consistory Mtg 
Wednesday 9/9: Happy Birthday Lori Schmitt! 
Thursday 9/10:  
Friday 9/11: Happy Birthday Addison Salm! 
Saturday 9/12: Happy Birthday Molly Rabe! 
Sunday 9/13: 8:00am SUNDAY SCHOOL!!  9:30am Worship  
 

September/October Panty Item:   

Box of Cake mix or Frosting 

 


