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The white peace candle on the altaris lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed
conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace.

*= Please rise in body or spirit

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to
yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x

I am here :: God is here — We are here together
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #557 v. 1 ‘I Just Came to Praise the Lord”
| just came to praise the Lord, | just came to praise the Lo—rd
| just came to praise his Ho--ly Name, | just came to praise the Lord

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (inspired by Psalm 103)

One: Bless the Holy One! Bless God’s holy name!

Many: Bless God our Healer, Redeemer, and Friend.

One: Bless the Holy One! Remember the works of God.

Many: Bless the God who saves us, loves us, and forgives us.
One: Bless the Holy One! Bless the God of life and justice!
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http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/

Many: Bless the One whose loves and mercy endures but whose anger does
not. Bless God, O our souls!

*OPENING PRAYER:

God of Heaven and Earth, we bask in your presence. We thank you for being our
Companion and Counselor. Receive our praise, thanksgiving, worship, and
petitions. You are the object and center of our worship so we fix our attention on
you. We remember your awesome acts. We feel your forgiveness. We worship
you for who you are. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN #261 “All Creatures of Our God and King”

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Holy One, you have given us companions in life, family, friends, and
neighbors. As Romans 14:7-8 reminds us, “For we do not live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s.” Help us live in ways that reflect your goodness, righteousness, and
truth. Help us to love our neighbors with the fullness of shared life,
accountability, and community. Help us repair what has been damaged,
redeem what has been lost, and restore what has been broken for your
name’s sake. (time of silence)

WORDS OF GRACE

Beloved, God blesses us with the gift of accountability so that we need not settle
for forgiveness that trivializes harm, ignores the need for repair, and leaves
relationships fractured.

God has given us accountability so that we may be transformed both
individually and collectively, offender and offended, perpetrator and survivor
for restoration, reconciliation, and righteousness.

Receive the conjoined gifts of accountability and forgiveness. Amen!

* RESPONSE: #565 v. 1 “Blessed be the Name of the Lord”

SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Genesis 50:15-21

SWhen Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to
him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these

instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: | ask you to
forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so



badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.”
When their message came to him, Joseph wept.

18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your
slaves,” they said.

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of God? 2° You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now
being done, the saving of many lives. 2! So then, don’t be afraid. | will provide for
you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

Romans 14:1-12
Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable
matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith
is weak, eats only vegetables. ® The one who eats everything must not treat with
contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must
not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge
someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
> One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers
every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own
mind. ¢ Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats
meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does
so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves
alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord:;
and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the
Lord. ® For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.
19You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister@? Or why do you treat them
with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 1! It is written:
“As surely as | live,” says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will acknowledge God.”™
1230 then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

Matthew 18:21-35

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive my
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus answered, “l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.!

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle

accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him
ten thousand bags of gold® was brought to him. 2% Since he was not able to
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pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had
be sold to repay the debt.

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged,
‘and | will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled
the debt and let him go.

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred silver coins.[Y He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back
what you owe me!’ he demanded.

29 “Hjs fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and |
will pay it back.’

30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he
could pay the debt. 3" When the other servants saw what had happened, they
were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘“You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy
on your fellow servant just as | had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

CHILDREN'’S TIME

SERMON “Living Light in a Heavy World”
*HYMN #443 “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”
PRAYER CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE...THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

POST PRAYER RESPONSE #239 refrain “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday.
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent
collection. Jingle Change for September supports the CROP Walk.)

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Give Thanks”
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ,
His Son (2 times)

And now...
let the weak say, “l am strong”
Let the poor say, “l amrich
Because of what the Lord has done
for us” (2 times)

Give thanks... (2 times)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous God, magnify the offerings we bring and may they be fruitful for
the nurture and care of creation, the faithfulness of your church, and the
needs of the communities and world we inhabit. Be glorified through our
generosity. Amen.

*SENDING SONG #578  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING

POSTLUDE

**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from: Worship Ways, UCC.org




Announcements:

WISE Meeting: Sunday, Sept. 20 @ 8:30am in the Lounge. If mental health is important to you,
we’d love to have you join us!

Merry Christians Meeting
Wed. Sept 23 11:30 am - Meeting will be held at Meats in St. Nazianz- Come join us!

UCC Christmas Choir!!

The United Church Choir Christmas concert will be on Dec. 13 at 1pm. The choir is a joint effort
between Salem UCC of Plymouth, Congregational UCC of Plymouth, St. Peter’'s UCC of Kiel
and Bethlehem. The first practice will be Sept. 28 at 7pm at St. Peters. Please let Pastor Randy
know if you're interested in taking part!

The first Rural Church Fellowship Adult Mission Trip planning meeting will take place on
Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 am at Bethlehem United Church of Christ (11608 Lax Chapel
Rd - Kiel). The trip is open to all, regardless of church membership. It is billed as "adult"
because it takes place during the school year, but high school teens with a parent would be
welcome. The first order of business will be to select our spring dates for the trip. Our work will
likely be in Indiana. Please reach out to Rev. Randy at Bethlehem UCC if you have questions.
(randynmel5@gmail.com) We'd love to have you join our group!

MISSION AND SERVICE SUNDAY!! — Special guest speaker from the Sheboygan County
Warming Center!!

Sunday, September 27 — We will be creating meal kits for area food pantries — grab some post
its from the board by the front door or donate for gift cards! We will also be doing highway clean
up — Please sign up for the potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.

Save your bags!

Please save your paper grocery bags and bring them to church.
They can be placed in the basket under the mailboxes.

We had such a successful garage sale, that we ran out of bags.
Thank you!

Have you considered your “final arrangements?” Is your family aware of your wishes regarding
cremation, burial, and your funeral? Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30pm at Bethlehem
United Church of Christ. (11608 Lax Chapel Rd - Kiel). Funeral Director, Abbi Kuether, will be
talking about how to pre-plan and make some decisions that can reduce the burden on your
loved ones when that time comes. This informal presentation will provide plenty of opportunity
for questions. Please join us!

CROP Walk

The Rural Church Fellowship’s annual CROP Walk will be held at St. Peter’'s UCC in Kiel on
Sunday, October 11. Registration starts at noon, the walk begins at 12:30pm. A campfire with
brats, hot dogs, and smores will follow.




The event is open to ALL ages! See Pastor Randy for an envelope for collecting donations.
With only one confirmation student this year, Bethlehem will need to rally it’s collections! The
CROP Walk supports world-wide hunger efforts as well as local food pantries.

United Church Men and Women Scholarship Banquet
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 6:30pm at St. Peters UCC, Kiel — Comedic entertainment provided by
Jenni Appleseed. Tickets are $20. See Pastor Randy to get yours!

Community Announcements:

ASP MISSION TRIP

TODAY at 1pm at St. Peter’'s UCC in Kiel we will begin preparing for 2027 Appalachia Service
Project (ASP). This trip is open to youth who are starting as Freshmen in high school this year
through adults. Dates for the 2027 trip will be chosen at this meeting and fundraising will begin.
Join us as we prepare to help people in central Appalachia make homes warmer, safer and drier
in 2027. If you have questions, please reach out to pastornicoleherda@gmail.com Thank you!

Guest Speaker Linda Hodorff—6:30 p.m. September 17th

The Women’s Fellowship of St. Paul’s UCC is excited to announce that Linda Hodorff of Eden,
WI will share the story of her July 2026 15-day global mission trip as a volunteer at the BidiBidi
Refugee Settlement in Northwest Uganda, Africa. St. Paul’'s UCC is located just east of Pipe at
N10362 St Paul Rd Malone

Faith in the Fall Music Festival! - Sunday, Sept. 27 — 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC,
Howards Grove. Music, food, raffles and more! Check Flyer for details!

This Week at Bethlehem:

Today, Sunday 9/13: 8:00am SUNDAY SCHOOL!" 9:30am Worship

Monday 9/14: Happy Birthday Ben Jeanty!

Tuesday 9/15: Happy Anniversary Louie & Kathy Bowe!

Wednesday 9/16: Happy Anniversary Sarah & John Schisel! **Spirit Articles Due at 5pm**
Thursday 9/17: 10:30am Worship @ Field of Dreams; Happy Birthday Courtney Riesterer!
Friday 9/18:

Saturday 9/19:

Sunday 9/20: 8:00am Sunday School!! 9:30am Worship; Happy Birthday Bonnie Hoban!

September/October Panty Item:
Box of Cake mix or Frosting
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Those grieving:
The family of Merlin Ninmer

Those dealing with health concerns:

Helen Henning Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt)
Davin Horneck Arlyn Retlich

Jackie Voland Darlean Rumpff

Louie Bowe Dawson Horneck

Heidi Konen Darlene Horneck
Jessica Horneck Margaret

Leon Molly

Sofia Willow

Hubert Larry

Tyler Smith Tom Knier

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Other: Victims of recent natural disasters

Pastor Randy has information for anyone who may be interested in volunteering with Habitat
for Humanity in the Fox Valley as they work to repair storm damaged homes. See him for
details. At this point, there are no organized WI UCC work groups that he’s aware of.

our family would Like to thank everyone who touched our dad's Life by visiting him,
sending him cards, praying for him, and for all your friendships, and however you
Rinew hive. [t was greatly appreciated.

A spectal thank-you to Pastor Randy for all Your visits and the beautiful kind words
You sald at the funeral.

Alsgo, o speamL thanlke you to Pottweavu% for the beautiful music and to all the ladies
who helped serve us.

Our dad touched many lives, was a very spectal man, he is back once again with our
mom. Our prayjers are with you all.

The Merlin Ninmer Family
Randy § Carol Ninmer and Family
wanda § Art Matzdorf and Family
Paula § John Mahloch




