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    Sunday, September 20, 2026 
     Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver   

              Musician: Polly Jeanty  
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

I am here :: God is here – We are here together 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #557 v. 1 “I Just Came to Praise the Lord” 

I just came to praise the Lord, I just came to praise the Lo—rd 
I just came to praise his Ho--ly Name, I just came to praise the Lord 

 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:  (inspired by Psalm 105) 
One: O give thanks to the Holy One! Tell of God’s wonderful works. 
Many: Declare God’s marvelous deeds among the peoples. 
One: O give thanks to the Holy One! Give glory and rejoice! 

Many: Sing praises to our God! Let our hearts be glad! 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


One: O give thanks to the Holy One: Remember the miracles and the judgments. 
Many: The Holy One has remembered us. Praise God! 
 
*OPENING PRAYER: 
Sovereign and Awesome God, we come to worship you, to know you and to 
be known by you. Expand our hearts to love fully. Build our courage to 
receive the truth. Nurture our spirits to be gracious, merciful, and kind. 
Transform us in your image and for your glory as we dwell in your presence. 
Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #485  “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” 
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE (Inspired by Romans 14) 
Just God, we acknowledge that accountability is both a gift and a necessary 
step toward healing and repair. We also know that we do not sin against you 
alone. Forgive us for only seeking absolution from you for our benefit. Help 
us to reconcile with siblings, neighbors, friends, and enemies through 
recognition of harmful outcomes and committed actions toward repair. 
Amen. (time of silence) 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
The Holy One is faithful to forgive and extends grace and mercy lavishly. At the 
same time, God wants us all to be well and whole.  
The Holy One will strengthen us to be accountable to both God and one 
another as well as to do the work of restoration and repair. 
 
* RESPONSE:  #565 v. 1  “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Exodus 16:2-15 
2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The 
Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we 
sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us 

out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The 
people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will 
test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 5 On the sixth day they 
are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather 
on the other days.” 
6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it 
was the Lord who brought you out of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you will see the 
glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, 
that you should grumble against us?” 8 Moses also said, “You will know that it was 
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the Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want 
in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? 
You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord.” 
9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before 
the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 
10 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward 
the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord appearing in the cloud. 
11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell 
them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. 
Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on 
the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to 
each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat. 
 
Matthew 20:1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day 
and sent them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing 
around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going 
on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received 

a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive 
more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, 
they began to grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last 
worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you 
agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020%3A1-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23795a
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was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
SERMON      
   
*HYMN #45   “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”    
  
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Petitions end with: God our Maker, make us a sharing people. 
 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
POST PRAYER RESPONSE #239 refrain “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
  
OFFERTORY          
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for September supports the CROP Walk.) 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Give Thanks” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 
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Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, 
His Son (2 times) 

And now… 
let the weak say, “I am strong” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done 

for us” (2 times) 

Give thanks… (2 times) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Loving God, thank you for the opportunity to participate in spreading the 
good news through the impact of the resources we offer today. Bless these 
gifts, magnify them, and sanctify them for your glory. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG #578  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
  
POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from: https://www.ucc.org/worship-
way 

 

 

Announcements: 
 
Merry Christians Meeting 
Wed. Sept 23  11:30 am - Meeting will be held at Meats in St. Nazianz- Come join us! 
 
UCC Christmas Choir!! 
The United Church Choir Christmas concert will be on Dec. 13 at 1pm.  The choir is a joint effort 
between Salem UCC of Plymouth, Congregational UCC of Plymouth, St. Peter’s UCC of Kiel 
and Bethlehem. The first practice will be Sept. 28 at 7pm at St. Peters.  Please let Pastor Randy 
know if you’re interested in taking part! 

The first Rural Church Fellowship Adult Mission Trip planning meeting will take place on 
Sunday, September 20 at 11:30 am at Bethlehem United Church of Christ (11608 Lax Chapel 
Rd - Kiel).  The trip is open to all, regardless of church membership.  It is billed as "adult" 
because it takes place during the school year, but high school teens with a parent would be 
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welcome.  The first order of business will be to select our spring dates for the trip. Our work will 
likely be in Indiana.  Please reach out to Rev. Randy at Bethlehem UCC if you have questions. 
(randynmel5@gmail.com)  We'd love to have you join our group! 

 
MISSION AND SERVICE SUNDAY!! – Special guest speaker from the Sheboygan County 
Warming Center!!  (The warming center is seeking donations of large, rolling suitcases.  
If you have extras that you’re not using, consider bringing it to worship on the 27th) 
Sunday, September 27 – We will be creating meal kits for area food pantries – grab some post 
its from the board by the front door or donate for gift cards!  We will also be doing highway clean 
up – Please sign up for the potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Save your bags! 
Please save your paper grocery bags and bring them to church. 
They can be placed in the basket under the mailboxes. 
We had such a successful garage sale, that we ran out of bags. 
Thank you! 
 
Have you considered your “final arrangements?”  Is your family aware of your wishes 
regarding cremation, burial, and your funeral?  Join us on Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30pm at 
Bethlehem United Church of Christ. (11608 Lax Chapel Rd - Kiel).  Funeral Director, Abbi 
Kuether, will be talking about how to pre-plan and make some decisions that can reduce the 
burden on your loved ones when that time comes. This informal presentation will provide plenty 
of opportunity for questions.  Please join us! 

 
CROP Walk 
The Rural Church Fellowship’s annual CROP Walk will be held at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Sunday, October 11.  Registration starts at noon, the walk begins at 12:30pm.  A campfire with 
brats, hot dogs, and smores will follow.  
The event is open to ALL ages!  See Pastor Randy for an envelope for collecting donations. 
With only one confirmation student this year,  Bethlehem will need to rally it’s collections!  The 
CROP Walk supports world-wide hunger efforts as well as local food pantries.   
  
United Church Men and Women Scholarship Banquet  
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 6:30pm at St. Peters UCC, Kiel – Comedic entertainment provided by 
Jenni Appleseed.  Tickets are $20.  See Pastor Randy to get yours! 
 

Community Announcements: 
 
Guest Speaker Linda Hodorff—6:30 p.m. September 17th 
The Women’s Fellowship of St. Paul’s UCC is excited to announce that Linda Hodorff of Eden, 
WI will share the story of her July 2026 15-day global mission trip as a volunteer at the BidiBidi 
Refugee Settlement in Northwest Uganda, Africa. St. Paul’s UCC is located just east of Pipe at 
N10362 St Paul Rd Malone 
 
Need an easy Christmas gift?  The Kiel/NH Kiwanis Club is holding its annual candy/nut/coffee 
sale.  Monies raised by Kiwanis Clubs are reinvested in the community.  The Kiwanis donates to 
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Fire Depts and First Responders, youth sports, reading programs, scholarships, and many 
more.  Pastor Randy and Melissa are members. See one of them if you'd like to order.   
 
Faith in the Fall Music Festival!  - Sunday, Sept. 27 – 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC, 
Howards Grove.  Music, food, raffles and more!  Check Flyer for details! 
 
Celebrate with Immanuel UCC 
For the last 20 years, Immanuel UCC and the Evangelical and Reformed Church of 
Langenholzhausen Germany have had a sister Church relationship, with members of both 
Churches visiting one another at fairly regular intervals. This relationship is based on the fact 
that the Langenholzhausen Church was the original home of the Lippe Pilgrims who came to 
Wisconsin and founded both Immanuel and the Mission House/Lakeland University. 
 
On Sunday the 18th of October we will be welcoming our German friends once again. We will 
have a special Sunday service at 10:00 AM (anyone is welcome to attend), and then at 12:00 
PM/noon we will be having a potluck cookout (outside if possible, but in the fellowship hall if the 
weather necessitates). Our visit planning team will be handling the main dishes (similar to our 
Ice Cream Socials in the summer) and drinks, but we would appreciate it if folks could bring a 
side, a salad, or a desert - we'd like our German friends to get a real taste of the Midwest. No 
RSVP required. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Immanuel 
at immanuelucc3694@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Those grieving: 

The family of Merlin Ninmer 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Davin Horneck   Arlyn Retlich 

Jackie Voland   Darlean Rumpff 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Leon     Molly 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Tyler Smith    Tom Knier  

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Other:  Victims of recent natural disasters    
This Week at Bethlehem: 

mailto:immanuelucc3694@gmail.com
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Today, Sunday 9/20: 8:00am Sunday School 9:30am Worship; 11:30am Mission Trip planning 
Mtg; Happy Birthday Bonnie Hoban! 
Monday 9/21: Happy Birthday Caitlin Meyer! 
Tuesday 9/22:  
Wednesday 9/23: 11:30am Merry Christians @ Meat’s in St. Nazianz 
Thursday 9/24: 9:00 BUCC @ Immanuel Food Pantry;  Happy Anniversary Ross & Lisa 
Westphalen! 
Friday 9/25: Happy Birthday Robert Schnell! 
Saturday 9/26; 
Sunday 9/27: 8:00am Sunday School!  9:30am Worship followed by mission projects;  
 

September/October Panty Item:   

Box of Cake mix or Frosting 

 

Our family would like to thank everyone who touched our dad's life by visiting him, 

sending him cards, praying for him, and for all your friendships, and however you 

knew him. It was greatly appreciated.  

A special thank-you to Pastor Randy for all your visits and the beautiful kind words 

you said at the funeral. 

Also, a special thank you to Polly Jeanty for the beautiful music and to all the ladies 

who helped serve us.  

Our dad touched many lives, was a very special man, he is back once again with our 

mom. Our prayers are with you all. 

 

The Merlin Ninmer Family 

 Randy & Carol Ninmer and Family 

 Wanda & Art Matzdorf and Family 

Paula & John Mahloch 


