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     Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

                                                            Worship Leader: Rev. Randy Koppenhaver   

              Musician: Kathy Bowe  
 

The white peace candle on the altar is lit in solidarity with all peoples of the world affected by armed 

conflict, civil war, oppression, tyranny, exploitation and discrimination. God, bring them peace. 

 

The candle with the teal and purple ribbon is lit in honor of Suicide Awareness and Prevention 

 

*= Please rise in body or spirit 

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER: as you inhale, say the first part of the prayer to 

yourself, and say the second part as you exhale. Repeat 5x 

Lord, show me who to be :: and what is mine to do 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #557 v. 1 “I Just Came to Praise the Lord” 

I just came to praise the Lord, I just came to praise the Lo—rd 
I just came to praise his Ho--ly Name, I just came to praise the Lord 

 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
We come to worship because we love God.   
All creation praises God’s goodness and love.  
We come to worship seeking healing and wholeness. 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/


Through God’s son, compassion, love, and grace flow in abundance.  
We come to worship, yearning to be transformed:  
Guided by the Spirit of God, we work to build a more peaceful and just 
world. Let us worship God together! 
 
*OPENING PRAYER: 
Steadfast God, as the seasons change, we see that you are still at work in 
the world, transforming hearts and situations. 
You have shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ, 
reaching out with healing and hope to those who are hurting, lost or alone.  
We praise you for your love that works for respect, connection and peace  
among neighbours and nations in this divided world. 
May we see the face of Jesus in each person we meet.  
Renew our hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us,  
so that we can live to praise you with the whole Church that bears Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  #446   “Jesu, Jesu” 
 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE  
All-embracing God,  
In recalling all that you are and all that you have done,  
we recall then who we are and what we have done or failed to do. 
We confess that we have failed to comfort those in pain, 
ignored the needs of others and have failed to stand with our neighbors in 
their struggle for dignity and respect. 
We repent of our past sins and pray for the wisdom to walk in a new way 
with you and with one another. 
(time of silence) 
 
WORDS OF GRACE 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
By God’s grace we have been saved and this is not our own doing;  

it is a gift of God.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
* RESPONSE:  #565 v. 1  “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Isaiah 58:6-11 
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
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to set the oppressed free 
    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness[a] will go before you, 
    and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 
“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The Lord will guide you always; 
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
    and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
 
James 2:15-17 
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. 
 
Matthew 25:31-40 
31 “Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are with 
him, he will sit on his majestic throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in front of 

him. He will separate them from each other, just as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right side. But the goats he 
will put on his left. 
34 “Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive good 
things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you before the 
world began. 35 I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you 
gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I was naked and you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2058%3A6-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18795a
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gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and 
you visited me.’ 
37 “Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you as a 
stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? 39 When did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 “Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
FIVE MINUTES OF PRAISE  “Hands & Feet”  Audio Adrenaline 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFHyVdugFEM  (see last page for lyrics) 
 
MISSION MESSAGE  Liz Kroll Sheboygan County Warming Center  
  
*HYMN #307    “We are Called” 
  
PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
LITANY FOR MISSION…THE LORD’S PRAYER 
God the Father, Creator of heaven and Earth, Have mercy on us.  

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy on us.  

God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the Faithful, Have mercy on us. 

 Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, Have mercy on us.  

May it please you to send your church in all the world, that the name of Jesus may 

be known and his love demonstrated to all peoples, We beg you to hear us, O 

Lord.  

May it please you to awaken a zeal for missions in the hearts of all your people, 

We beg you to hear us, O Lord.  

May it please you to send out laborers into your harvest, We beg you to hear us, 

O Lord.  

May it please you to enkindle within your people an awareness of mission and a 

willingness to provide faithful support, We beg you to hear us, O Lord.  

May it please you to bless the missions to all continents of the world, We beg you 

to hear us, O Lord. 
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For all people driven from their homes by war, violence, and natural disaster and 

for the nations who receive them that you may provide, protect, and care for them, 

We pray to you, O God. Lord hear our prayer  

For the poor, the hungry, and the oppressed people of the world, and all who 

suffer, We pray to you, O God. Lord, hear our prayer.  

For the sick and infirm and those who minister to them, We pray to you, O God. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For all who have died in the hope of the Resurrection, and those whose faith is 

known to you alone, We pray to you, O God. Lord, hear our prayer.  

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, now and forever. And we pray as Christ taught us… 

https://agmp-na.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/AGMPLitanyforMission2018.pdf 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
POST PRAYER RESPONSE #239 refrain “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
  
OFFERTORY          
 
(At Bethlehem United Church of Christ, we collect TWO offerings each Sunday. 
Our regular operational offering is collected in the wooden plate. In the metal 
cans, we collect loose change and small bills for a monthly designated benevolent 
collection. Jingle Change for September supports the CROP Walk.) 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Give Thanks” 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 
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Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, 
His Son (2 times) 

And now… 
let the weak say, “I am strong” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done 

for us” (2 times) 

Give thanks… (2 times) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, we have received so much from you in Christ and in 
creation. Bless the gifts we offer so that they will speak of your love for the 
world in all its detail and diversity. Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith. Steadfast strong and true. 
Know he will guide you, in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. A-men, A-men, A-men. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/COMMISSIONING 
  
POSTLUDE 
**liturgies and prayers for today were used with permission from https://presbyterian.ca/worship/ 

 

Announcements: 
 
UCC Christmas Choir!! 
The United Church Choir Christmas concert will be on Dec. 13 at 1pm.  The choir is a joint effort 
between Salem UCC of Plymouth, Congregational UCC of Plymouth, St. Peter’s UCC of Kiel 
and Bethlehem. The first practice will be Sept. 28 at 7pm at St. Peters.  Please let Pastor Randy 
know if you’re interested in taking part! 
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CROP Walk 
The Rural Church Fellowship’s annual CROP Walk will be held at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Sunday, October 11.  Registration starts at noon, the walk begins at 12:30pm.  A campfire with 
brats, hot dogs, and smores will follow.  
The event is open to ALL ages!  See Pastor Randy for an envelope for collecting donations. 
With only one confirmation student this year,  Bethlehem will need to rally it’s collections!  The 
CROP Walk supports world-wide hunger efforts as well as local food pantries.   
  
United Church Men and Women Scholarship Banquet  
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 6:30pm at St. Peters UCC, Kiel – Comedic entertainment provided by 
Jenni Appleseed.  Tickets are $20.  See Pastor Randy to get yours! 
 

Community Announcements: (check the bulletin board in the 

fellowship hall for flyers for these events.) 
 

  Thursday, October 1 – Candlelight Vigil for domestic and sexual violence – 5p-7p @ 
Klinkner Park, Chilton (closing remarks and prayer by Pastor Randy) see flyer 

 
  Fish Fry – Friday, Oct. 16 – 4p-7p – Community UCC, Elkhart Lake 

 
  Ham Dinner – Sunday Oct. 18 – 11a-12:30p – St. James UCC, Newton 

 
  On Thursday, October 22nd, at 6:00 PM, the Sheboygan area community is invited to a 

free screening of the documentary Beyond the Bridge: A solution to Homelessness at 
the Stephanie H Weill Center for the Performing Arts. 

 
  Need an easy Christmas gift?  The Kiel/NH Kiwanis Club is holding its annual 

candy/nut/coffee sale.  Monies raised by Kiwanis Clubs are reinvested in the 
community.  The Kiwanis donates to Fire Depts and First Responders, youth sports, 
reading programs, scholarships, and many more.  Pastor Randy and Melissa are 
members. If you’re interested, there’s an order form on the table in the Fellowship Hall.  
Orders due next Sunday, 10/4   
 

  Cooking and Cancer Prevention – Each Saturday in October, there will be a cooking 
held at Grace United Church of Christ in Kohler from 11a-1pm.  Registration required.  
Please see flyer for more info.  

 
Celebrate with Immanuel UCC 
For the last 20 years, Immanuel UCC and the Evangelical and Reformed Church of 
Langenholzhausen Germany have had a sister Church relationship, with members of both 
Churches visiting one another at fairly regular intervals. This relationship is based on the fact 
that the Langenholzhausen Church was the original home of the Lippe Pilgrims who came to 
Wisconsin and founded both Immanuel and the Mission House/Lakeland University. 
 
On Sunday the 18th of October we will be welcoming our German friends once again. We will 
have a special Sunday service at 10:00 AM (anyone is welcome to attend), and then at 12:00 
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PM/noon we will be having a potluck cookout (outside if possible, but in the fellowship hall if the 
weather necessitates). Our visit planning team will be handling the main dishes (similar to our 
Ice Cream Socials in the summer) and drinks, but we would appreciate it if folks could bring a 
side, a salad, or a desert - we'd like our German friends to get a real taste of the Midwest. No 
RSVP required. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Immanuel 
at immanuelucc3694@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Those grieving: 

The family of Merlin Ninmer 

 

Those dealing with health concerns:  

Diane Fidlin  

Helen Henning   Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt) 

Davin Horneck   Arlyn Retlich 

Jackie Voland   Darlean Rumpff 

Louie Bowe    Dawson Horneck 

Heidi Konen    Darlene Horneck  

Jessica Horneck   Margaret 

Leon     Molly 

Sofia      Willow 

Hubert    Larry 

Tyler Smith    Tom Knier  

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private. 

      

Other:  Victims of recent natural disasters    
 

This Week at Bethlehem: 

Today, Sunday 9/27: 8:00am Sunday School!  9:30am Worship followed by potluck and  
mission projects;  
Monday 9/28:  
Tuesday 9/29:  
Wednesday 9/30: Happy Birthday Chad Jeanty! Happy Anniversary Dan & Amy Wempner! 
Thursday 10/1:  
Friday 10/2:  
Saturday 10/3; 
Sunday 10/4: 8:00am Sunday School!  9:30am Worship w/ Communion; Happy Birthday Kerry 
Henning 

September/October Panty Item:   

Box of Cake mix or Frosting 

mailto:immanuelucc3694@gmail.com
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Hands and Feet  -  by Audio Adrenaline  - 1999© 

An image flashed across my TV screen 

Another broken heart comes in to view 

I saw the pain and I turned my back 

Why can't I do the things I want to? 

I'm willing yet I'm so afraid 

You give me strength, when I say 

I wanna be your hands 

I wanna be your feet 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll be your hands 

I'll be your feet 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll go where you send me 

And I'll try, yeah I'll try 

To touch the world 

Like you touched my life 

And I'll find my way 

To be your hands 

I'll abandon every selfish thought 

I'll surrender every thing I've got 

You can have everything I am 

And perfect everything I'm not 

I am willing, I'm not afraid 

You give me strength, when I say 

I wanna be your hands 

I wanna be your feet 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll be your hands 

I'll be your feet 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll go where you send me 

And I'll try, yeah I'll try 

To touch the world 

Like you touched my life 

And I'll find my way 

This is the last time I turn my back on you 

From now on, I'll go out, send me where 

you want me to 

I finally have a mission, I promise I'll 

complete 

I don't need excuses, when I am your 

hands and feet 

I am your hands and feet 

Hands, feet, go, go 

I wanna be your hands 

I wanna be your feet 

I'll go where you send me 

I'll go where you send me 

Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Bob Herdman / Charlie Peacock 
/ Mark Stuart / Tyler Burkum / Will 
Mcginniss 
Hands And Feet lyrics © Capitol CMG 
Publishing 

 

https://lyrics.lyricfind.com/

