
Pastor Randy’s Ramblings:

Hello Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem!

I can’t believe we are already talking about April!  As I write
this, the first day of spring has just passed and the sun is
shining.  It’s hard not to start thinking about the abundant
new life spring brings:  green grass, leaves on the trees, hostas
and daffodils pushing up from the soil.  

But let’s not rush it.  There is still part of Lent to be
experienced.  As I’ve mentioned before, Lent is a time of
darkness, but it’s also a time of self-reflection, penitence, and
finding ways to draw nearer to God.  We still need to walk
with Jesus into Jerusalem and face the crowds.  The crowds
who first praise and cheer him, but later mock him, jeer him,
and demand his execution.  

In the remaining days of Lent I encourage you to really double-
down in your self-examination.  In what ways are WE like that
jeering crowd who turned their backs and betrayed Jesus?
How often do we deny knowing Jesus in order to save face?
When do we hear the teachings of Jesus, yet turn and do the
opposite?  These are difficult questions to grapple with, yet at
some level, we all “betray” Jesus in some way.  We’re often
too complacent and are perfectly satisfied letting Jesus take
the fall for our sins.  But you know what?  That’s okay.  I say
it’s okay because that’s exactly why Jesus went to the cross.
For you, and for me, for the redemption of our sins.  

Continued on page 2
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Pastor Randy’s Ramblings (continued):

You can (and should!) “witness” the suffering and death of Christ by attending the services 
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.   On Maundy Thursday, Bethlehem’s worship service
will offer a series of “still” pictures telling the story of the Passion of Christ accompanied by 
narration and song.  On Good Friday, an ecumenical service will be held at Bethel UCC 
recounting Jesus’s final hours.  Both services close in darkness and silence.  

Let us not forget that the darkness lasts only three days, when on Easter we proclaim “He is
Risen!”  At that time we can celebrate the new light and life our Risen Savior brings to us in 
his resurrection.  

We have much to experience and many reasons to rejoice in the coming weeks.  Let us walk
through these times TOGETHER, as a community of faithful believers.   May the peace of 
God be with you!

In Christ,   

Pastor Randy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042

Phone:  920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC 

on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at  www.bethlehemkiel.org 

Our Spiritual Leader:
 Pastor Randy Koppenhaver

    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com

 Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings. Our service begins 
at 9:30am.

 Tune your car radio to 101.3FM to listen to the service in the church 
parking lot at 9:30am.

 View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook 
live stream at 9:30am  http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/ 

 OR   watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website at a time 
that is convenient for you and your family  www.bethlehemkiel.org 

 In-person Sunday School begins at 8:00am.   All children 4 years – 6th 
grade are welcome!

Pastoral Care:

PLEASE let Pastor Randy know of any pastoral/spiritual care needs.  I
don't always hear about illnesses, surgeries, hospitalizations, etc., until
well after the fact.  I am willing to support you and be present.  I have
tried to contact all the members whom Pastor Roy was seeing.  I've left
voicemails, sent cards, emails, etc, sometimes with no response.  If you
or a loved one are someone I should be seeing, please help make sure
we can get in touch.  

3 | P a g e

2023 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com

Elder – Open Position – Prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family
Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com

Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 LandKBowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175  jm59umland@gmail.com

mailto:jm59umland@gmail.com
mailto:srumpff@tm.net
mailto:LandKBowe@outlook.com
mailto:rossw@forhealthycows.com
mailto:trabefamily5@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
mailto:randynmel5@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/
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If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to: 
Bethlehem UCC 

      c/o Ruthie Rumpff 
   11608 Lax Chapel Road, 

  Kiel, WI 53042 
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.

Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website  

                                                                     www.bethlehemkiel.org 

 

Click on the Donate button to make a secure online contribution today!   

 

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church.  This option was 
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.   

The On-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card.  (The church is charged a 
2.89% plus 49 cents for each transaction.  You have the option to add that to your donation.)  

Thank you for all your support! 

 Thursday, April 6th 7pm at Bethlehem - Maundy Thursday worship 
w/communion and “From Praise to Persecution” freeze frame scenes 
of events the week prior to Jesus’ death with live actors accompanied
by narration 

 Friday, April 7th 7:00pm Ecumenical Good Friday Worship at Bethel 
UCC 

 Sunday, April 9th 9:30am Easter Service with communion at 
Bethlehem UCC with Pastor Randy leading the service.
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Lectionary Readings for APRIL:
Liturgy of the Palms
April 2, 2023
Sixth Sunday in Lent

 
Psalm 118:1-2, 
19-29

Matthew 21:1-11  

Liturgy of the 
Passion
April 2, 2023
Sixth Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:14-
27:66
Matthew 27:11-54

Monday of Holy Week
April 3, 2023

Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 36:5-11 Hebrews 9:11-15 John 12:1-11

Tuesday of Holy Week
April 4, 2023

Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 71:1-14
1 Corinthians 
1:18-31

John 12:20-36

Wednesday of Holy 
Week
April 5, 2023

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 70 Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32

Maundy Thursday
April 6, 2023
Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 
11-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 
12-19

1 Corinthians 
11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 
31b-35

Good Friday
April 7, 2023

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
Hebrews 4:14-16; 
5:7-9

John 18:1-19:42

Holy Saturday
April 8, 2023

Job 14:1-14
Lamentations 3:1-9, 
19-24

Psalm 31:1-4, 
15-16

1 Peter 4:1-8
Matthew 27:57-
66
John 19:38-42

Resurrection of the Lord
April 9, 2023
Easter Day

*Acts 10:34-43
Jeremiah 31:1-6

Psalm 118:1-2, 
14-24

Colossians 3:1-4
Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18
Matthew 28:1-10

Easter Evening
April 9, 2023

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 114
1 Corinthians 
5:6b-8

Luke 24:13-49

Second Sunday of 
Easter
April 16, 2023

*Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Psalm 16 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31

Third Sunday of Easter
April 23, 2023

*Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 
12-19

1 Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 30, 2023

*Acts 2:42-47 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting  :      3-21-2023

Present: Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Kathy Bowe, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, 
Ruthie Rumpff               Visitor – Lee Watson

Call to order: 6:36 PM

Opening Prayer by Randy – John 9 and words from Randy Hollerith – Washington National 
Cathedral Priest – This Is Not How God Works

Monthly Reports
 Financial Secretary – Ruthie

- Month income $5,951.00 ($1,795.00 below YTD collection) $12,171.00 ($3,321.00 
below YTD requirement)  

The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Ruthie)    

 Treasurer – Jane

- Giving’s received in February to date are $6,356.62 bringing the checkbook balance 
to $52,039.23  

The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Kathy)   

 Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $17,225.12.   

 Secretary – Kathy
 Approved by Ross and 2nd by Ruthie

 Building & Grounds Updates 
 We have not received a bill from Signature for any of the snow plowing 2022 and 2023
 Parsonage furnace repair – Manitowoc Heating  ($130.00)
 Parsonage upstairs toilet repair – Reindl  ($107.00)
 Checking leak in choir room ceiling – will need re-caulking – Westerbarth 
 Front entrance door repair – thank you Louie
 Rick Rabe will be looking into canister lighting in front of church
 Looking into outside lighting issues
 Suggestion was made to clean carpets down each aisle/walkway – getting estimates

 Pastoral Reports –
- Pastor Randy 

Worship -     
Ash Wednesday (online), 2/26, 3\5, 3/19

Organized Prayer stations for Lent

Participating in Maundy Thursday worship
Ecumenical worship Good Friday Worship at Bethel UCC 7:00PM
Baptisms scheduled for April 23 and May 7
Upcoming “OFF” Sundays:  April 16, May 28, June 4, (possibly June 11), July 16, July 23

Confirmation/Youth
Class on 3/1 and 3/29
Canceled class on 3/15 due to illness, may lengthen April classes if more time is required.
RCF youth game night held at Our Shepherds on 3/19 - 1 BUCC youth attended
Next game night scheduled at Immanuel on 4/16
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting (continued from page 7)  :   

Mission     
 Loads of Love on 3/6 - 1 client - $13.75
 Ongoing work on the WISE initiative (Committee: Traci Rabe, Sarah Mueller, Scott Umland,

Jane Umland, Nancy Zimmermann, Melissa Koppenhaver, myself) - mtgs. 2/26,3\5, 3/19, 
3/26, 4/2, 5/7 @ 8:30am  

Pastoral care
 Phone calls and left messages 7x
 Other electronic communication 1x
 Cards 3x
 Visits 3x
 Hospital visits 0x

Wider Church/MID process
-COP (communities of practice) meeting on 2/24
-attending New Testament course @ Lakeland with Dr. Kuhn 
-attended lectionary workshop at Lakeland on 2/20
-Attended Supportive Ministries Zoom meeting on 3/1 
-working on gathering documentation for my MID portfolio

Met with advisor (Pastor Colie) on 2/28
-Registered for NE Assoc. Annual meeting on 4/22
-UMAT meeting scheduled for 5/11 @ 2:30

Communication and Other
-Installation will be Sunday, May 7 at 2pm
-Weekly Blurbs and monthly newsletter articles
-Meeting with Ecumenical pastors on 3/2 – Next meeting 4/13
-submitted website updates to Lori Koenig

Member Outreach – 1 sympathy, 1 get well 

OLD BUSINESS
Lenten Season

◦ Ash Wednesday – cancelled in-person due to weather
◦ Prayer Station available every Wednesday from 9:00AM to 7:00PM
◦ Palm Sunday – 9:30AM Service – with communion
◦ Maundy Thursday Service - Skit presented by Bethlehem Players – 7:00PM 

w/communion
◦ Easter Service 9:30 AM with communion

Sound System  
◦ Waiting for pricing details

Pulpit Supply  
◦ 4/16, 5/28, 6/4, 6/11

Request to change evening services to 6:30 PM
◦ Card will be handed out at the 4/2 service with details

New Member Letter/Class
◦ New member class will be held on 5/21 at 8:00AM to 9:00AM for anyone

wishing to become a member, with installation to follow at the 9:30 service-
Any questions can be directed to the consistory or Pastor Randy.
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting (continued from page 8)  :   

◦ Still looking for items to complete Randy’s office–new phone installed (not able to call 
out)

NEW BUSINESS
o Annual Association Meeting – 4/22 – looking for delegates
o Additional church email address that can used

o BethUCCKiel@outlook.com
o Motion made and 2nd to present Ross & Lisa a scrip voucher for all the card making 

they do for Bethlehem
o Road sign to be up-dated to include Pastor Randy’s name as settled pastor 
o Ecumenical Good Friday service will be held at Bethel at 7:00PM
o Randy’s installation Service will be 5/7 at 2:00 with refreshment to follow

o Watch for sign-up sheets

Motion to adjourn 8:50PM by Ruthie and 2nd by Ross

Next meeting – April 18, 2023 6:30 PM

Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

_____________________________________________________________________________

During the season of Lent, Prayer Stations will be offered on Wednesday’s from 
9a-7pm.  

The stations are self-guided and will be set up in the middle Sunday School 
room.  Please come and engage in spiritual practice and quiet contemplation. 

 

We are still in need of delegates for the Northeast Association
Annual Meeting – April 22 – 9a-2p.  It will be held at Daycholah
(formerly Pilgrim Center) on Green Lake, Ripon. See Randy if
Interested. 

 Been attending awhile, but not a member?  Bethlehem will be 
holding a “New-Member Sunday on May 21.   From 8-9a we will have
a brief “class” and discussion about Bethlehem.   New members will 
be “installed” during the 9:30 worship service.   Please let Pastor 
Randy know if you are interested in joining.      
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Bethlehem Ladies:

The Bethlehem Ladies met on Sunday, March 19th at 8:30 am.  Four 
members were in attendance. 

Thank you card from Pastor Randy Koppenhaver was read.  

We are looking to play Bingo with the residents at Field of Dreams in 
either June or July.  We will discuss more at our May meeting.

No meeting in April. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 16th, at 5pm at Riverview Restaurant.  
We will have a short meeting and enjoy a meal together.  All ladies of the church are welcome to 
join us.

On to wash communion glasses in April is as follows:

April 2nd – Jeanette and Shirley

April 6th (Maundy Thursday) – Ginny and Polly

April 9th (Easter Sunday) – Barb and Heidi

Thank you to all who ordered an Easter Flower.  If you are unable to take your flower home after 
church on Easter Sunday, please contact Polly Jeanty to make other arrangements.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

   Polly Jeanty                                                   
Secretary

Reminders:

Just a reminder that the Ladies have a wonderful selection of greeting cards and napkins for sale. 
The display is located in the Fellowship Hall by the sound room. All cards are marked with a price.
Take a look and if you find something you like, simply drop your money in the box found on the 
display.

     +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help 
them out by saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in 
one of the Ladies mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday 
morning. The cards are given to Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four 
assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.   Thank you for your help!
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Bethlehem Scrip:
Spring is upon us!  Remember to keep scrip in mind when planning your spring needs.  We
currently have Fleet Farm, Menards, and Walmart.  We have cash and carry available the 
first and third Sunday of each month.  

I have several different gas cards and grocery store cards available for you to purchase 
and use for your weekly shopping.   

If you need larger denomination cards for purchase, please let me know.  I can order larger
denominations, it just takes a bit of pre-planning.  

Linda Rabe

SCRIP STATS:

3/5/2023         $3,425.00       $  106.58

3/19/2023       $   775.00       $    27.75

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Loads of Love:

Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat 
and are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, 
and bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers 
and dryers. 

With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important mission. Your 
donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near the entrance to the 
sanctuary. 

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Merry Christians:

      Annual Pizza Party

Who’s Invited:  All family & friends of Bethlehem

When:  Sunday, April 16th following worship

What:  Pizza with a variety of toppings, Veggie Pizza,
Fruit Pizza

         And Ice Cream Sundaes

     Please sign up in the fellowship hall

        Sponsored by Bethlehem Merry Christians
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From Our Church Historian:

   The Bethlehem Sunday School has supported the Leprosy Mission for 60 plus
years.  On your birthday, you would bring one penny for each year of your age.  
You would deposit your money into a special piggy bank.  The classes would 
then sing “Happy Birthday” to you.  At the end of the year, the money would be 

sent to Leprosy Missions to cure a child of Leprosy.  

     As time went on the amount given was raised to a nickel for each year.  In 1999 the amount 
was raised from a nickel to a dime.  In 2007 the amount given was again raised to a quarter per 
year.  The children got excited at the huge amount an “old” teacher would be donating.  A 30 year 
old teacher would be giving $7.50 to the piggy bank.

     In 1999 the Sunday School designated the month of February as Leprosy/Birthday month.  The
children and teachers would bring their birthday money regardless of when their birthday is.  
Singing “Happy Birthday” is still done on the child’s birthday.  Videos and stories were shared with 
the children to educate them on the disease of Leprosy. From Biblical times we hear the story of 
Jesus healing the 10 lepers.

     Since 2017 the Sunday School’s mission project has been supplemented by the Jingle Change
collection.  Currently it takes $350 to cure one child.  No matter what the amount of the collection, 
the Sunday School donated enough money to cure one child, using other fund raising monies.

Kaye Radder, Historian

______________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation:

Confirmation classes: 6pm on April 12 and 26

Confirmation Sunday is April 30

______________________________________________________________________________

Spring House Cleaning? think trash to treasures

Remember if you are doing some spring housecleaning or 
downsizing; your trash may be someone else’s treasure.  

There are plans underway for a church rummage sale in August. 
If you have items that other households might find useful, please 
save them for the sale.  If you don’t have room to store until 
summer, please contact Merry Christians members who can 
arrange storage.
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FMSC's mission

 Feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit.

The approach

Our process is simple. Donations given by people just like you fund the meal ingredients. Volunteers hand-
pack the meals. Meals are donated to FMSC food partners around the world, where kids are fed and lives are
saved! 

A food pack event was recently held at First United Lutheran in
Sheboygan.  Members from several area UCC churches
participated.  Represented was Bethlehem UCC, St James
UCC, St Johns UCC and Our Shepherd UCC.  Pictured are
Shelly Bonde, Kathy Bowe, Marie Mueller, Debbie Henschel,
Richard Lutzke, Sarah Luzke, Shari VerStraate, and Kaye
Radder.  Not pictured Kerry & Barb Henning.

In just two hours, 120 volunteers packed 148 boxes of 36
bagged meals.  Totals for the packing event had 31,968
meals which will feed 87 children for a year.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

 Save your Aluminum Cans:

Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Snow Shoveling Volunteers Needed:
Volunteers are needed to shovel the sidewalk and entryway at church.
The good news, April tends to be nice with no snow, well usually. 
Please consider helping out, just in case.  Your commitment is only a 
few weeks.  A sign-up sheet is located in the fellowship hall.
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Those in our thoughts and prayers:

                       Families who have lost loved ones: 
Dale Spindler 

Adeline Schmitz
Todd Lisowe

June Propson (Sarah Mueller's Fiance`s Grandmother)
Lucy Dreifuerst (Brian Witkowski's Grandmother)

                                Those struggling with health issues: 

                                        Fred Kraemer

Shirley Henschel
Gary Steinhardt
Sandra Tesch

John Buchholz 
Bob Radder
Daisy Sippel
Ross Sippel

Doreen Schmidt
Tom Lefeber

Helen Henning

Hattie Lucille

 Darlene Horneck

Dawson Horneck

                                          Jessica Horneck

                                                     

Those unable to worship with us:     
 Merlin & Doris Mae Ninmer 

Other concerns:     
Those affected by gun violence

Those affected by the war in Ukraine. 

Those affected by violence and oppression in other places of the world.

Those affected by wildfires or other natural disasters: Especially the earthquake in Turkey and
Syria and typhoon in Africa
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 Community Outreach and Events:

 There is a flyer on the bulletin board regarding grief support  and cancer support 
groups at Holy Family in Manitowoc.  There is also a flyer re: foster parenting. 
 

·         The Installation of Rev. Nicole Herda will take place at St. Peters UCC, Kiel on 
Saturday, March 25 at 11am. 
 

·         Kiel High School's production of “Clue” will be staged at KHS Performing Arts Center 
beginning Thursday, March 30th at 7 p.m. and will conclude on Sunday, April 3rd with the 2 
p.m. performance.  Show times also include 7 p.m. on Friday, March 31st and Saturday, April 
1st.  Ticket sales are open to the public online at showtix4u.com/events/kiel.  Tickets will 
also be available prior to each show at the box office.
 
·         All you can Eat Potato and Buttermilk Pancake Dinner on Sunday April 30, 2023 from 3-
6pm.  Also Serving: Brats, Hamburgers, Applesauce, Desserts, Milk, & Coffee
Cost: $14.00 for Adults, $8.00 for Children 6-12 years, Free for Children 5 & Under - Zion Lutheran
Church, 1702 Van Buren St., New Holstein, proceeds benefit the Zion LYF

______________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a fear of falling or losing your balance?  

The Aging & Disability Resource Center of the Lakeshore, 
along with Bethlehem UCC is offering Stepping On, a 7 week workshop, beginning

Thursdays, April 13th-May 25th from 1:00-3:00pm. 

Trained leaders and community professionals guide you in recognizing your risk of
falling by identifying fall hazards in the home and community, help you build the

balance, strength and practical skills you need to avoid a fall, how to safely get up
from a fall, identify vision, footwear and medication management risks, and how to

manage safely in inclement weather.   

The cost is a suggested $10 donation.   
Please contact the Aging & Disability Resource Center of the Lakeshore 

at 1-877-416-7083 for more information or to register. 
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APRIL VINNIE’S PANTRY ITEMS  - A bottle of hand soap, 
dish soap or shampoo

APRIL JINGLE CHANGE : 
    One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)

APRIL 2023 – BETHLEHEM EVENTS
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2
8am SSchool
8:30am WISE mtg.
9:30am Communion 
Service w/Pastor 
Randy

3 4 5 6

7pm Maundy 
Thursday 
service w/ 
Communion 
@ Bethlehem

7

7pm Good 
Friday 
Ecumenical
Service @ 
Bethel UCC

8

9
8am
SSchool
9:30am Easter 
Sunday w/Pastor 
Randy

10 11 12

6pm
Confirmation

Class

13 14 15

16
8am SSchool
9:30am Worship 
Annual Pizza Party 
following worship
5-7pm RCF Youth event
@ Immanuel UCC

17 18

6:30pm
Consistory

mtg.

19
May Spirit news
due to Traci by

5pm

20 21 22

9am-2pm NE 
Assoc. 
Annual mtg. 
@ Pilgrim 
Center – 
Delegates 
needed

23
8am SSchool
9:30am Worship 
w/Pastor Randy

24 25 26

6pm
Confirmation

Class

27 28 29

30

8am
SSchool
9:30am Worship – 
Confirmation 
Sunday
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3
Nicole Watson
Tyler Hanson
Sheri 
Wilharms

4

Greg 
Schultz

5 6

Lily Watson

7

Marie Mueller

8

Will Mathes

9 10 11
Trevor Rabe

12 13 14

Brandon 
Schmitt
Ryan Schmitt
Jacob 
Riesterer
Trevor 
Muehlbauer
Kerry Rumpff
Noah Biwan

15
Dawson 
Horneck

Gary & Doris Rabe (1989)

16
Blake Holz
Bill & Karen Schlegel (1966)

17

Emerson 
Witkowski

18 19
Dominick 
Sheets

20 21 22

Amy Wempner

23
Kaye Radder

24 25 26 27

Mia Watson
Ryan Rabe

28

Bob Radder

29

Louie Bowe

30
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	Hello Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem!
	I can’t believe we are already talking about April! As I write this, the first day of spring has just passed and the sun is shining. It’s hard not to start thinking about the abundant new life spring brings: green grass, leaves on the trees, hostas and daffodils pushing up from the soil.
	But let’s not rush it. There is still part of Lent to be experienced. As I’ve mentioned before, Lent is a time of darkness, but it’s also a time of self-reflection, penitence, and finding ways to draw nearer to God. We still need to walk with Jesus into Jerusalem and face the crowds. The crowds who first praise and cheer him, but later mock him, jeer him, and demand his execution.
	In the remaining days of Lent I encourage you to really double-down in your self-examination. In what ways are WE like that jeering crowd who turned their backs and betrayed Jesus? How often do we deny knowing Jesus in order to save face? When do we hear the teachings of Jesus, yet turn and do the opposite? These are difficult questions to grapple with, yet at some level, we all “betray” Jesus in some way. We’re often too complacent and are perfectly satisfied letting Jesus take the fall for our sins. But you know what? That’s okay. I say it’s okay because that’s exactly why Jesus went to the cross. For you, and for me, for the redemption of our sins.
	You can (and should!) “witness” the suffering and death of Christ by attending the services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. On Maundy Thursday, Bethlehem’s worship service will offer a series of “still” pictures telling the story of the Passion of Christ accompanied by narration and song. On Good Friday, an ecumenical service will be held at Bethel UCC recounting Jesus’s final hours. Both services close in darkness and silence.
	Let us not forget that the darkness lasts only three days, when on Easter we proclaim “He is Risen!” At that time we can celebrate the new light and life our Risen Savior brings to us in his resurrection.
	We have much to experience and many reasons to rejoice in the coming weeks. Let us walk through these times TOGETHER, as a community of faithful believers. May the peace of God be with you!
	In Christ,
	Pastor Randy
	FMSC's mission
	The approach

