
Reverend Randy’s Ramblings:

Hello, People of Bethlehem!

At this time, we are deeply entrenched in the “Dog Days” of summer.
Have you heard this expression before? Do you know its origin?

The phrase “Dog Days” of summer goes all the way back to the
ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. The time period is called
Dog Days, because it corresponds with the rising of Sirius, the “Dog
Star,” which occurs between July 3rd and August 11th each
year. Sirius’ appearance is a heliacal rising, which means the star is
actually seen rising with the sun at sunrise. Eventually, the light of the
sun obscures our view of this ‘morning star.”

Sirius is THE brightest star we can see outside of our sun. Because
Sirius is so bright, the ancients believed that the star helped
contribute to the intense heat and drought that is characteristic of the
time period.

In other news, as you know, The United States just celebrated its 250
th birthday. I’m old enough to remember the previous celebration, the
bicentennial of 1976. I know somewhere, I have a collection of
Bicentennial quarters from that year. I can still picture the cover of my
elementary school yearbook, it had graphics of Revolutionary war
soldiers and an image of the Declaration of Independence.
Continued on page 2
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Reverend Randy’s Ramblings (continued):

“Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life, righteousness, and honor.”
- Proverbs 21:21 (ESV)

One of the things occurring in 2026 is called “the United States of Kindness.” The goal and challenge 
of the program is to make our nation kinder by completing 250 acts of kindness by the end of the 
year. It’s a laudable goal! What’s especially challenging is that if you haven’t started yet, you only 
have half the year left!

The initiative is the collaborative effort of companies, educators, and non-profit organizations, 
including the national setting of the United Church of Christ. More information can be found at 
https://www.usofkindness.org/ and ucc.org. If you’re interested in adding some kindness to your lives 
and to our nation, a list of ideas can be found in this newsletter. One of the components of the 
national program is sharing what you’ve done to perpetuate kindness. Therefore, if you participate in 
this worthwhile initiative, I’d love to hear about it.

Stay hydrated and kind during these “Dog Days” of summer!
In Christ,

Pastor Randy

“The United States of Kindness” found on page 16

2
  



Bethlehem United Church of Christ
MISSION STATEMENT:

We are a caring community of Christians living our faith through
worship, fellowship, study and service to others.

11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042
Phone:  920.894.3332

Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/     or Bethlehem’s

website at  www.bethlehemkiel.org                                      

Our Spiritual Leader: Reverend Randall Koppenhaver
    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com

 Sunday School every Sunday September – May at 8am.
 Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings at 9:30am.
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IF you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to: 
Bethlehem UCC 

      c/o Ruthie Rumpff 
   11608 Lax Chapel Road, 

  Kiel, WI 53042 
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.

Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church.  This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.

The on-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card.  The church is
charged 1.99% plus 49 cents for each transaction.  You have the option to add this charge to your 

donation.  
Thank you for all your support!
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2026 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Reverend Randall Koppenhaver (920)286-2531 or randynmel5@gmail.com
Elder/President - Steven Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com

Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder –  Lee Watson (920)562-0588 or lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us  

Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or LandKBowe@outlook.com

Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com

mailto:srumpff@tm.net
mailto:LandKBowe@outlook.com
mailto:rossw@forhealthycows.com
mailto:lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us
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Pastoral Care:   Please keep me informed of hospitalizations and other pastoral care 
needs.   If you know of someone from our church family who is sick or in the hospital, 
ask if they've let me know.   If not, offer to contact me on their behalf.   I don't want 
anyone to feel unsupported in a time of need.    - Reverend Randy  (920)286-2531 or 
randynmel5@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________________

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS!     

Reverend Randy is looking for persons interested in leading worship services as
liturgists. Lead the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, and
Read a portion of the scriptures. A sign-up sheet is on the door to the pastor’s
office. Let Randy know if you have any questions. 
________________________________________________________________________________

Lectionary Readings for AUGUST:

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 ~ Genesis 32:22-31 and Psalm 17:1-7, 15
       Isaiah 55:1-5 and Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

                                       Romans 9:1-5
                                        Matthew 14:13-21

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 ~ Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 and Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
                                       1 Kings 19:9-18 and Psalm 85:8-13
                                       Romans 10:5-15
                                       Matthew 14:22-33

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 ~ Genesis 5:1-15 and Psalm 133
                                         Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 and Psalm 67
                                         Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
                                         Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 ~ Exodus 1:8-2:10 and Psalm 124
                                         Isaiah 51:1-6 and Psalm 138
                                         Romans 12:1-8
                                         Matthew 16:13-20

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 ~ Exodus 3:1-15 and Psalm 106:1-6, 23-26, 45b
                                         Jeremiah 15:15-21 and Psalm 26:1-8
                                         Romans 12:9-21
                                         Matthew 16:21-28
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting:  7-14-2026
Present: Steven Voland, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, Kathy Bowe, Rev Randy

and Traci Rabe. 

Call to order: 6:38 PM 

Opening Prayer/Meditation – Opening devotion read by Rev Randy - William Barclay

- Patients

Monthly Reports

Financial Secretary – Ruthie

 Month income $7,491.00 ($1,362.00 below YTD collection) 43,817.00 ($9,301.00) below
YTD requirement)  

The report is approved as presented (motion by Jane and 2nd by Ross)    

      Jingle Change – month of June – Strengthen the Church $157.17 

Treasurer – Jane

 Giving’s received in June to date are $7,648.17 bringing the checkbook balance to 
$29,567.05

The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Jane)   

Building & Grounds Checking and Savings

 Checking = $3,530.59 

 Saving = $10,762.49  

CD update (Bank First) ($5000.00 ea.)

Invested $20,000 in four separate 7-month & 11-month CDs of $5,000 each. The maturity 

dates are staggered throughout the year, with the principal reinvested and interest 

designated for a special cause.

CD #7648 invested Due Oct ($5000.00)

CD #9661 invested Due Nov ($5000.00)

CD #2553 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)

CD #3541 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)

Secretary – Kathy

The Secretary’s monthly mtg minutes were approved as printed in the June Spirit of Bethlehem. 

(Approved by Ross and 2nd by Jane.)

Building & Grounds Updates 

 Will be checking with the committee on completion of projects

 Checking into water running longer in men’s bathroom – urinal

 Hanging Damp-Rid pouches in Sunday School rooms and bathrooms
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Pastoral Report

Worship        6/21, 6/28, 7/12

 Field of Dreams 7/9

 Upcoming “OFF” Sundays: August 23, September 13

Community worship at City Park (w/ St. Peters) - 9am August 9 (no worship @ Bethlehem)
Confirmation/Youth/Sunday School     

 Confirmation: discussions in process for the one student for next year.  

 VBS with St. Marks/James - August 18,19,20 in the mornings - Four registered from BUCC

Mission        

 Loads of Love - 7/6   1 client, $19.50 expended - $ 11.00 collected in June

 WISE - no activity

Pastoral care

 Phone calls and left messages 3x

 Other electronic communication 3x

 Cards 0x  

 Visits 1x 

 Care Center/Hospital visits 1x

Professional Development

 Grief coach certification #2 in process

Conference/Wider Church

 7/9 Meeting with Pastor Mattek, St. John’s Schwartzwald and Malone

 7/9 Meeting with Pastor Herda, St. Peters UCC

Other

 Watson/Meyer Wedding scheduled for 10/3/2026 (off site) - premarital meetings in process

 Conducting off-site non-member wedding on 10/17/26

 BUCC presence at Celebrate Kiel went well.  Received $250 donation from Yard

Member Outreach – cards sent on behalf of Bethlehem – None

 OLD BUSINESS

 With the updating of new media equipment, there will be several items available for 
sale/donation.

 VHS tapes

 Large TV stand

 Old projection screen and equipment

 Also available is a couch and rocking chair

 Flags   – flags have been replaced with new ones and are displayed in the sanctuary 
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 Volleyball Tournament   – Bethlehem will be hosting on 7/26 – looking for volunteers to fry, 
serve and help with tourney.  Refer to sign up sheet. There will be hamburgers, hot dogs and 
baked goods available to purchase. There will also be auction baskets. Proceeds will go to 
Mission trips.

 YouTube Channel   – Up and running – Month of June was free…cost is $15.99 per month.

 Sabbatical   – Will review with a separate meeting

 James Imaging Systems   – Copy machine 5 yr contract ends in Sept.-more discussion on 
renewing new quote from James

 Kiel Connection Sponsorship   – Bethlehem co-hosted with Yard 65 Brewery at the Celebrate 
Kiel event on 6/22. We put out our brochures and church sign. Bethlehem received a donation 
of $250.00 from Yard65. Motion was made (Traci) and 2nd (Kathy) to ear-marked monies for 
Sabbatical.

 Mission fest   – 9/27

 Highway clean-up 

 Food kits – will ask for donations to complete kits-more info to come

 CD interest   – there were no suggestions for the CD interest – a motion was made (Ross) and 
2nd (Jane) to hold for donation to the mission food kits 

 Summer Picnic   – Will be held on 7/26 (same day as v-ball tournament) – Service will be held in
the back of church with a potluck meal.  Food will be set up in the kitchen. Small tables will be 
set up on the garage overhang.  Bring your lawn chairs. There will be a bounce house for the 
kids.

 Piano in library   – if anyone is interested, the piano in the library is no longer used – it’s yours 
for free

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 August jingle change - will go the Kiel Food Pantry

 Kathy will look into some special music for the future

 Jane presented a delegate list of items to “keep in mind” – ask help from the congregation for 
sound room, power outage, outdoor sign, Facebook updates, filling consistory positions, 
liturgists, etc.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR                     
 8/6-8/8 Church Garage Sale
 9/27 Mission Fest  

Motion to adjourn by Jane & 2nd by Ross
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM
Next meeting – Aug 11th, 2026 6:30 PM 

Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Secretary, Kathy Bowe
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Bethlehem Scrip:
Summer is flying by!  "Back to School" fliers are starting to appear.  Consider buying scrip cards to 
support your back to school needs.

I carry Walmart, Meijer, Amazon, and Target on a weekly basis. 
Stop at the scrip table and check it out!

Thank you for your continued support of the scrip program!

-Linda Rabe

Scrip stats:     Total Sold        Total Profit

6/22/26            $1,635.00       $ 55.60
7/05/26            $3,675.00       $112.80

CAPS AND EGG CARTONS: 
Thank you to all who save egg cartons and caps.  The egg cartons are used in a food bank, as eggs 
are re-packaged.  The caps are recycled and used to make plastic park benches. Please make sure 
that your caps are washed and free of any food or milk, otherwise they tend to mold and they 
are not passed along.   Thank you!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Get Comfortable!   

Make yourself at home!  Enjoy fellowship and a cup of coffee in our cozy seating
areas before or after worship.   The “lounge” also offers comfortable seating as well

as games, books and wellness resources.

_____________________________________________________________________

Loads of Love:  
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat and

are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, and
bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers and

dryers. With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important
mission. Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located

near the entrance to the sanctuary.                                                   

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
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Bethlehem Sunday School:

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS – SEPT 13TH AT 8:00 AM

     Sunday School families will be receiving a letter soon, outlining the details and the starting date in 
September.  We begin classes the Sunday after Labor Day at 8:00 a.m.  Please reply to the letter 
confirming “yes or no” to attending Sunday School. If you do not receive a letter, contact Kathy Bowe 
(920-894-7243)

     We are looking for more help in teaching Sunday School. This is not a full-time job. Teachers 
share weeks and set their own schedule.  Lessons and supplies are provided.  Feel free to sit in on 
any class and help with activities or just be a helper.  

See you on Sunday Sept 13th.

Keep collecting those cans!

Stay Cool!

________________________________________________________________________________

YOUTH VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE:

Rural Church UCC Summer Volleyball Schedule  All games begin at 6:30pm 
                                                            Sunday, July 19, 2026 
                                                       Bethlehem/St. Peters 2 at Immanuel/Bethel 
                                                                Bethlehem/St. Peters 1 at Saron  

Sunday, July 26 – Tournament at Bethlehem 
Coaches/Captains Meeting at 11:45 am Tournament Begins at Noon

Volunteers will be needed to help with concessions, brat fry and bake sale.   

 

Bethlehem UCC Outdoor Worship & Church Picnic:

Save the Date:  Sunday, July 26th

Enjoy outdoor worship, food & fellowship and an afternoon
cheering on the youth volleyball teams!

Worship begins at 9:30am.  
Picnic potluck meal to follow = Hamburgers & Hot-dogs

provided. Bring a salad or dessert to share.
                           Please bring a lawn chair 
                And there will be a bounce house for the kids! 
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Bethlehem UCC Rummage Sale:

Church rummage sale is on.  If you have items that other
households might find useful, please bring them for the sale.  

If you have items to donate, these can be dropped off in the new
garage.  

Please no TVs or other electronics  .    These have not been selling
and require a disposal fee.

Your Help will be needed.    Sign up sheets are available in the Fellowship Hall, or email to schedule 
a time (kayerad@hotmail.com). Even an hour will help.

Monday, July 27,  8:00 am to 10:00 am Garage Cleanup
Monday, August 3, 8:00 to noon Pricing & Setup
Tuesday, August 4, 8:00 to noon Pricing & Setup
Wednesday, August 5, 8:00 to noon Pricing & Setup
Thursday, August 6,  3:00pm to 7 pm Sales Staff
Friday, August 7,  8:00am to 5:00 pm Sales Staff
Saturday, August 8,  8:00am to noon Sales Staff
Saturday, August 8,  12:00 to 1:00pm Clean Up Crew

Help spread the word:  

Let your family and friends know about this fantastic sale.  In addition to traditional rummage
sale items, we also have Jeanette Wriedt Estate items.

Antiques, Vintage Linens, Glassware, Jewelry, Angels, Hand Painted Plates, Hand Painted Pictures, 
Craft Items, Games, Books, Music, Christmas Decorations, Baby Equipment, Puzzles, Clothes, 
Miscellaneous Household, etc.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

No worship at Bethlehem on Sunday, August 9th

We will be joining St. Peters UCC for “Worship in the Park.”  
Worship will be held at the band shell in Kiel City Park at     9am!!   (Note the time change).  

In the event of bad weather, the service will be moved indoors at St. Peters.
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From the historical records of Bethlehem U.C.C.:
As we continue the celebration of 160 years at Bethlehem, here is a look at Bethlehem Youth Group 
with some of their notable activities:

1940 A piano was purchased by Young People for $5.00.
1946 Bethlehem joined Young Peoples Organization with Bethel
1950 Bethlehem Young Peoples Society went on their own
1956 Young Peoples Society sponsored a child from Korea.
1961 New communion glasses and song book covers were purchased.
1965 Youth Fellowship joined volleyball with other rural churches.
1971 Youth sponsored another child.
1975 Volleyball shirts with the name “Spirits” were bought.
1980 Youth donate $300 toward siding fund.
1985 New volleyball shirts were ordered.
1990 Money was donated to VBS for blankets.
1992 Donated money to Wautoma Tornado Victims

1993 Sponsored Christmas candy bags for Sunday School children
1995 A light was added to the volleyball court.
1996 Several members attend National Youth Event
1999 Donated $500 to Organ Fund
2002 Build bleachers as memorial for Cory Schmidt
2004 Hold Service Auction to fund Mission Trip
2007 Sell wreaths and Fair Trade coffee as fund raisers
2008 Contribute $1000 to building fund (annually for many years)
2014 Ski and Tubing Trip to Sunburst
2023 Host Halloween event

Other events and on going activities:
Planted a tree for Earth Day                  Annual Chili Supper

Youth Services                                   Car Washes
              Decorate for Harvest Home        Rural Church Fellowship Volleyball

Sell soda on Children’s Day and Mission Fest

For the month of July, please see the Youth Group display in the Fellowship Hall.

Kaye Radder, Historian
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Those Grieving:  
Family of Nick Artz (Neighbor of Louie and Kathy)

Family of Rachel Rabe (Aunt of Judy Mueller)

Those struggling with health issues:                                                 
                                      Helen Henning
                                      Elaine Brill                                         Janet                                                    

      Karen Laack                                     Davin Horneck
                                  Judy Brockway                                   Linda Skinkis (sister of Judy Brockway) 

Louie Bowe                                       Dawson Horneck
                             Heidi Konen                                      Darlene Horneck                             

                                      Jessica Horneck                                Jackie Voland
                                      Sofia                                                  Willow
                                      Hubert                                                Larry
                                      Chase Goekes                                  Tyler Smith
                                      Molly                                                 Margaret
                                      Tyler Meyer                                      Tom Knier

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Those unable to worship with us: 

   Merlin Ninmer 
Helen Henning

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Announcements:

Gloria Dei Lutheran Rummage Sale
Swing into Gloria Dei and check out our rummage sale! We will have a wide variety of items available and it's a
bag sale so for just $5 per bag, you can score some amazing treasures! Stop by on Thur & Fri July 23 &24 
from 8:00-5:00 and Sat July 25 from 8:00-12:00 at N1230 Seven Corners Rd. New Holstein. Hope to see you 
there!

Kiel Community Picnic: 
Thursday, August 6 – Sunday, August 9.  Parade is Sunday beginning at 11:30am.
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 JULY/AUGUST Community Food Pantry Items Needed: 
Peanut Butter & Jelly

JINGLE CHANGE FOR AUGUST SUPPORTS:  Kiel Food Pantry

AUGUST BETHLEHEM EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 

1

2

9:30am Worship 

3

8-N Rummage 
Sale pricing & 
setup

Loads of 
Love 4pm

4

8-N Rummage 
Sale pricing & 
setup

5

8-N Rummage Sale 
pricing & setup

6

3pm-7pm 
Rummage Sale

7

8am-5pm 
Rummage 
Sale

8

8am-N 
Rummage Sale

N-1pm cleanup 

9  NO WORSHIP at
BUCC

9am Community 
Worship in the Kiel 
City Park 

10 11
6:30PM 
Consistory 
mtg.

12 13 14 15

16

9:30am Worship

17 18

VBS 9am-N 
at St. Marks 
UCC

19 

VBS 9am-N at St.
Marks UCC

5PM 
SEPTEMBER 
Spirit articles 
due to Traci

20 

VBS 9am-N 
at St. Marks 
UCC

21 22

23 

9:30am Worship 

24 25 26 27 9am 
Bethlehem 
@ Immanuel
Food Pantry

28 29

30 9:30am Worship 31

Can't attend worship this summer?  Bethlehem's live streams have moved from Facebook to
YouTube.  Check us out at https://www.youtube.com/@bethlehemucckielwi
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AUGUST Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3

Logan Tesch

Jaden 
Witkowski

4

Lillie Brockway

5

Donna 
Truttmann-
Retlich

6

David Pike

7

Tony Bowe

8

David Meyer

9

David Radder

10

Ryan & Molly 
Rabe

11 12

Maxwell 
Voland

13
Polly Jeanty
Linda Rabe

14 15

16 17

Cooper Tesch

18 19 20

Rachel 
Muehlbauer

David & Julie 
Meyer

21

Kyle Pennell

22

23 24 25  26 27 28 29

Rich & Lori 
Schmitt

Ben & Abigail 
Reis

30

Lee Watson

31
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