
Reverend Randy’s Ramblings:

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

It pains me to say so but it seems we have arrived at the end of
another summer.  I hope that YOUR summer was enjoyable and
relaxing.  Did you get in enough camping, beach time, or day trips
with the kids?  Did you take the vacation you’d been dreaming about?
Did you read all the books you’d planned to read?  

If you’re like me, the end of every summer is met with some regrets.  I
always wish I’d done “more.”  Not really more events or travel, but
more sitting outside with my morning coffee, more enjoying the
Brewer games in my gazebo, more evening walks, more naps in the
hammock. (I didn’t have ANY!)  Most of my regrets come from not
spending enough time outdoors.  I am not a fan of winter, so every
spring I can’t wait to get outside.  But, as much as I dislike winter for
its coldness, I also despise extreme heat and humidity.  And this
summer was nothing, if it wasn’t hot and humid.  

When scripture addresses regret, it’s primarily from the standpoint of
sin: having regrets for decisions we made, people we’ve wronged,
actions we wish we could undo.  Of course, I have those types of
regrets, too. We all do.  Continued on page 2
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Reverend Randy’s Ramblings (continued):

The biblical answer for regret is clear.  If we repent from the things for which we regret, we don’t need
to retain the guilt and self-loathing that we carry.  Repentance leads to forgiveness.  According to a 
2023 article on the website inspiritencourage.com , there are three simple steps in dealing with regret.
#1 – if the regret involves sin, ask God to forgive you – then, FORGIVE YOURSELF.  Say it out loud 
to yourself. #2 – Ask God for redemption of the sin.  #3 – Wait.  God will redeem you, but in God’s 
time.  While waiting for redemption stay in close contact with God.  Listen for God’s response through
prayer and contemplation. 

Okay, I agree with what you’re thinking.  This sounds easier said than done.  It’s true. Sometimes we 
have such a hard time forgiving ourselves, that receiving God’s forgiveness seems impossible.  It’s 
been long understood that we can’t go back and change the past.  This is God’s attitude, too.  God is 
not hindered by our past mistakes.  Our past does not control God.  Remember how King David 
committed adultery and murder?  David repented and God forgave him.  Remember how Saul (Paul),
pursued and persecuted followers of Jesus?  After Saul’s conversion and repentance, Paul served 
God by starting churches and spreading Christianity to the far reaches of the Mediterranean Sea. It 
would seem that no sin is too great to fall from the grace of God. 

 Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. Ponder the path of your 
feet; then all your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from 
evil - Proverbs 4:25-27

When scriptures address our regrets, they emphasize
looking forward and moving on. We should not let our
past actions taint our future.  We learn from our
mistakes and focus on moving forward, being
conscious to not repeat them.  And if we trust God,
God will guide us.  

Okay, this is a far cry from my missed hammock naps,
but the lesson is the same.  I should let it go and stop
beating myself up for it.  There’s always next summer. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone back this fall!

In Christ,

Pastor Randy 
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
MISSION STATEMENT:

We are a caring community of Christians living our faith through worship,
fellowship, study and service to others.

11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042
Phone:  920.894.3332

Follow Bethlehem UCC on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/     or Bethlehem’s website at

www.bethlehemkiel.org                                      

Our Spiritual Leader: Reverend Randall Koppenhaver
    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com

 Sunday School every Sunday September – May at 8am.
 Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings at 9:30am.
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IF you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to: 
Bethlehem UCC 

      c/o Ruthie Rumpff 
   11608 Lax Chapel Road, 

  Kiel, WI 53042 
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.

Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church.  This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.

The on-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card.  The church is
charged 1.99% plus 49 cents for each transaction.  You have the option to add this charge to your 

donation.  
Thank you for all your support!
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2026 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Reverend Randall Koppenhaver (920)286-2531 or randynmel5@gmail.com
Elder/President - Steven Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com

Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder –  Lee Watson (920)562-0588 or lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us  

Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or LandKBowe@outlook.com

Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com

mailto:srumpff@tm.net
mailto:LandKBowe@outlook.com
mailto:rossw@forhealthycows.com
mailto:lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us
mailto:trabefamily5@gmail.com


Pastoral Care:  Please keep me informed of hospitalizations and other pastoral care 
needs.  If you know of someone from our church family who is sick or in the hospital, 
ask if they've let me know.  If not, offer to contact me on their behalf.  I don't want 
anyone to feel unsupported in a time of need.   - Reverend Randy  (920)286-2531 or 
randynmel5@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________________

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS!     

Reverend Randy is looking for persons interested in leading worship services as
liturgists. Lead the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, and
Read a portion of the scriptures. A sign-up sheet is on the door to the pastor’s
office. Let Randy know if you have any questions. 
________________________________________________________________________________

Lectionary Readings for SEPTEMBER:

Sunday, September 6 ~ Exodus 12:1-14 and Psalm 149
                                         Ezekiel 33:7-11 and Psalm 119:33-40

         Romans 13:8-14
         Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday, September 13 ~ Exodus 14:19-31 and Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Genesis 50:15-21 and Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Sunday, September 20 ~ Exodus 16:2-15 and Psalm 105:1-6,37-45
Jonah 3:10-4:11 and Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Sunday, September 27~ Exodus 17:1-7 and Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
          Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 and Psalm 25:1-9

                                           Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting:  8-11-2026
Present: Steven Voland, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, Kathy Bowe, Rev Randy, 
Ruthie Rumpff and Lee Watson. 

Call to order: 6:37 PM 

Opening Prayer/Meditation – Opening devotion read by Rev Randy – Hope is not 
wishful thinking-Michael Christianity

Monthly Reports

Financial Secretary – Ruthie
Month income $6,459.00 ($2,394.00 below YTD collection) 50,276.00 ($11,695.00) below YTD 
requirement)   The report is approved as presented (motion by Jane and 2nd by Ross)    

      Jingle Change – month of July – WISE $125.88

Treasurer – Jane                                                                                                                          
Giving’s received in July to date are $7,057.01 bringing the checkbook balance to $29,232.48  
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ruthie and 2nd by Ross)   

Building & Grounds Checking and Savings

 Checking = $4,230.59 
 Saving = $10,762.49  

CD update (Bank First) ($5000.00 ea.)

Invested $20,000 in four separate 7-month & 11-month CDs of $5,000 each. The maturity dates 
are staggered throughout the year, with the principal reinvested and interest designated for a 
special cause.

CD #7648 invested Due Oct ($5000.00)
CD #9661 invested Due Nov ($5000.00)
CD #2553 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)
CD #3541 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)

Secretary – Kathy
The Secretary’s monthly mtg minutes were approved as printed in the July Spirit of Bethlehem.
Approved by Ross and 2nd by Jane.

Building & Grounds Updates - Kathy
 Will be checking with the committee on completion of projects
 Checking into water running longer in men’s bathroom – urinal
 Hanging Damp-Rid pouches in Sunday School rooms and bathrooms
 New dehumidifier purchased for basement – thank you Rick
 Septic check complete – thank you Steven
 Clogged toilet cleared after volleyball tourney (2 different toilets)
 Waiting for Manitowoc Cty to pick up a water sample
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Pastoral Report – Rev. Randy Koppenhaver

Worship
7/19, 8/2, 8/9
Upcoming “OFF” Sundays: August 23, September 13, October 25*(Darren will cover)
Heugel baptism this Sunday (Aug 16)
Confirmation/Youth/Sunday School     

 Confirmation- one student - we are set up to participate with St. Peters- mentor found  
 Attended RCF VB tournament 7/26
 VBS with St. Marks/James - August 18,19,20 in the mornings - Six registered from BUCC-

Sunday School will  pay for craft supplies
Mission        

 Loads of Love - 8/3  2 clients, expended $80-  $21 collected in July
 WISE - no activity

Pastoral care
 Phone calls and left messages 5x
 Other electronic communication 4x
 Cards 1x  
 Home visits 3x 
 Care Center/Hospital visits 4x

Professional Development
 Grief coach certification #2 in process

Conference/Wider Church
 Area UCC pastors meeting later this month to plan confirmation retreat

Other
 Watson/Meyer Wedding scheduled for 10/3/2026 (off site) - premarital meetings in process
 Conducting off-site non-member wedding on 10/17/26
 The Baakes will share their mission trip experience on 8/30
 Clements return for Africa Mission trip follow-up on Nov 15 
 Breakfast group on Aug 29
 Guest Speaker night in Sept-

Member Outreach – cards sent on behalf of Bethlehem – 1 – thinking of you, 3 healing/prayer, 2 – 
new grandparents 

OLD BUSINESS                                                                                                                                
With the updating of new media equipment, there will be several items available for sale/donation.

 VHS tapes
 Old projection screen and equipment

 Also available is a couch and rocking chair

Volleyball Tournament – Bethlehem hosted on 7/26 – all went well. There were auction baskets that 
raised $180.00. Proceeds will go to Mission trips.  Weather was very hot.

Sabbatical – Pending discussion

James Imaging Systems – Motion was made (Ross) and 2nd (Lee) to accept the new copy machine  
contract. This includes a new copy machine.
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CD interest – there were no suggestions for the CD interest – a motion was made (Ross) and 2nd 
(Jane) to hold for donation to the mission food kits 

Summer Picnic –Was held on 7/26 (same day as v-ball tournament) – Service was held in the back of
church with a potluck meal.  Food was set up in the kitchen. All went well.

Piano in library – if anyone is interested, the piano in the library is no longer used – it’s yours for free

August jingle change - will go the Kiel Food Pantry

Thank you, Donna for sponsoring special music on 7/19.  Thank you, Alex for sharing your talent.

Jane presented a delegate list of items to “keep in mind” – ask help from the congregation for sound 
room, power outage, outdoor sign, Facebook updates, filling consistory positions, liturgists, etc. – 
more to follow

Mission Sunday – Mark your calendar 9/27.  Following the service there will be a potluck meal.
See sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.  After the meal there will be hi-way clean-up and food kit 
assembly.  Look for post its and a donate box for items.  These items will be assembled into kits for 
the local food pantries.  There will be 2 different kits. Taco soup kit and tuna casserole kit. 

Re-visiting fund raising idea of:
Egg roll sales
Parking lot flea market (2027)
 
NEW BUSINESS

Request from a non-member to use the kitchen to prepare food for a wedding. Steven will get more 
info.  Request was approved with a $150.00 fee upon Steven’s information.

Randy presented a letter from the conference to move any assets/investments to the conference.  
Not at this time.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
8/29 Breakfast Group
8/30 Blessing of the backpacks
8/30 Baakes (Dayna & Eric) will talk about their Mexico mission trip
9/13 Sunday School Begins
9/22 or 9/29 Guest speaker night – more to follow – planning your funeral
*9/27 Mission Sunday  

Motion to adjourn by Ruthie & 2nd by Lee
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM
Next meeting – Sept 8th, 2026 6:30 PM 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer 

Secretary, Kathy Bowe
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Get Comfortable!   

Make yourself at home!  Enjoy fellowship and a cup of coffee in our cozy seating
areas before or after worship.   The “lounge” also offers comfortable seating as well

as games, books and wellness resources.

_____________________________________________________________________

Loads of Love:  
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat and

are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, and
bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers and

dryers. With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important
mission. Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located

near the entrance to the sanctuary.                                                   

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS      - Sunday, Aug. 30  

Bring your backpacks, bookbags, or briefcases!  

BUCC Breakfast Club!  
Our next gathering will take place on Saturday, August 29 

at Riverview Restaurant at 8:30am.  
All are welcome!  

Join us for food and fellowship!  
Please sign up on the sheet in the fellowship fall by Sunday, Aug. 23 so

we can let them know how many are coming.  
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Bethlehem Sunday School:

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS – SEPT 13TH AT 8:00 AM

      Sunday School families will be receiving a letter outlining the details and

the starting date in September.  We begin classes the Sunday after Labor Day at

8:00 a.m.  Please reply to the letter confirming “yes or no” to attending Sunday

School. If you have not received a letter, contact Kathy Bowe (920-894-7243)

     

We are looking for more help in teaching Sunday School. This is not a full-time job. Teachers 

share weeks and set their own schedule.  Lessons and supplies are provided.  Feel free to sit in any 

class and help with activities or just be a helper.  

See you on Sunday Sept 13th.

Keep collecting those cans!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the historical records of Bethlehem U.C.C.:
As we continue the celebration of 160 years at Bethlehem, here is a look 
at Bethlehem Sunday School:

Sunday School at Bethlehem actually started more than two years prior to
the official founding of the church.  Historical records state that:  The first 
Mission House seminarian, Christian Schoepfle, beginning in 1862 
conducted Sunday School in the local school house.

Success of the Sunday School has been attributed to the dedication of the teachers.  For many years 
Sunday School was offered year round following regular worship services.  One teacher was heard to
comment “There is no Sunday chicken dinner at my house, since I’ve been at church all morning”.  
Over 100 people have served as Sunday School Teachers.

“Our goal as teachers is to build a foundation for church lives, confirmation classes and later church 
duties.   We like to hear the stories we learned as kids, told to our students over and over.  We learn 
something new and different with every lesson and Bible scripture we teach. “

Through-out the years, the Sunday School has had many activities including Promotion Sunday, 
Memorization, Advent programs, Nursing Home visits, Caroling, Fall Costume parties, Leprosy 
Mission fund collected for birthdays, and of course the annual Children’s Christmas program.

For the month of August, please see the Sunday School display of old lessons, attendance pins and 
event pictures in the Fellowship Hall.  

Kaye Radder, Historian
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Rummage Sale

Thank you to all those who helped make the 2026 Rummage Sale a huge success.

 Donors including Bethlehem family and especially the greater community members who have 
been contributing sale items for several years.

 Donor who paid for the advertising, and those who delivered posters.
 Volunteers who help with some heavy lifting, cleaned out the garage, priced items.
 Volunteers who set up, clerked sales and cleaned up leftover items.
 Volunteers who disbursed leftover items.
 Buyers who often say “keep the change” and “I love coming here”

This year leftover items were donated to various organizations:  St Vinnies, Kiel; Sharon Richardson, 
Sheboygan Falls,  St Nazianz Christian Center Thrift Store Full and the Warming Shelter , 
Sheboygan. 

The profits from this year’s sale are more than $1,400.  And, of course those who worked together 
had some great opportunity to get to know one another.

It’s never too soon to start savings some of your household unused items for next year’s 
event.

________________________________________________________________________________

Tornado Relief

The Congregational UCC of Neenah/Menasha was hit by the tornado of July 27, 2026.  This 175 year
old congregation on Doty Island is known as “The Church by The Lake”.  At the recent rummage sale 
a bucket was placed for donations.  Over $300 was raised for tornado relief.

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Mission and Service Sunday is September 27!

 We will be cleaning up Hwy X as well as
stuffing 120 “Bethlehem Blessings in a Bag”.                                       

 Blessings in a bag are shelf-stable meal kits that will be given to Immanuel and Kiel Food Pantries.
Each bag includes everything a family needs to make a delicious home-cooked meal.

Please check the display board in the Fellowship Hall near
the entrance which lists items needed to complete our “Bethlehem Blessings in a Bag”

Take a post-it note and purchase the shelf-stable items.
Please bring purchased items by September 20th.

Shelf-stable items needed include:
 7.25 oz boxes of macaroni and cheese

 12oz cans of evaporated milk
 cans of cream of mushroom soup

 5 oz cans of tuna 
 15 oz cans of peas

 5.6 oz packages of Spanish rice mix
 15 oz cans of black beans
 cans of whole kernel corn

 14.5 oz cans of diced tomatoes
 1 oz packets of taco seasoning

 2 gallon size Ziploc bags

You can also donate cash or gift cards and the needed items
will be purchased on your behalf.

A potluck meal will be shared after our worship service September 27th before we begin highway
clean-up and put together “Bethlehem Blessings in a bag”.

Thank you for helping provide a nutritious home-cooked meal for those in need!!
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Joys:

-The baptism of Rylee Collyns Heugel – 
Parents: Sage & Emily Heugel; Grandparents: Jane and Scott Umland

-The birth of Remy Hoeffner on 6/27.  
Parents: Tyler & Tia Hoeffner; Grandparents: Joe & Doreen Schmidt

-The birth of Thomas George LaBarre on 7/13. 
Parents: Donnie & Kristin LaBarre; Grandparents: Rich & Lori Schmitt

Those Grieving:  
The family of Merlin Ninmer

Those struggling with health issues:                                                 
                                      Helen Henning                                  Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt)                          

      Karen Laack                                     Davin Horneck                   
Louie Bowe                                       Dawson Horneck

                             Heidi Konen                                      Darlene Horneck                             
                                      Jessica Horneck                                Jackie Voland
                                      Sofia                                                  Willow
                                      Hubert                                                Larry
                                      Leon                                                  Tyler Smith
                                      Molly                                                 Margaret
                                      Tom Knier

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Those unable to worship with us: 

Helen Henning
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Announcements:
Free Well-Water Testing:
The Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department is pleased to announce a free well water screening for 
nitrates at the upcoming Manitowoc County fair, August 26 to 30, 2026. All well owners are encouraged to participate.
To participate in the screening, bring 1/2 cup of well water in a clean container to the Manitowoc County Fairgrounds 
Merchant Building during fair hours (10:00 AM to 8:00 PM) for an on-site reading, or if you are not attending the fair, 
you can drop off samples at the Soil and Water Conservation Department office (4319 Expo Drive, Manitowoc) during 
business hours (8:30 AM to 4:30 PM) Call 920-683-4183 with questions.  (See Flyer in Fellowship Hall)
 
Faith in the Fall Music Festival!  - Sunday, Sept. 27 – 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC, Howards Grove.  Music, 
food, raffles and more!  Check Flyer in Fellowship Hall for details!
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER Community Food Pantry Items Needed: 
Cake mix and/or Frosting

JINGLE CHANGE FOR SEPTEMBER SUPPORTS:  CROP - CROP Hunger
Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local
congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.

SEPTEMBER BETHLEHEM EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

August 30

9:30am Worship

Aug. 31 1 2 3 4 5

6

9:30am Worship 
w/Communion

7

Loads of 
Love 4pm

8

6:30PM 
Consistory 
mtg.

9 10 11 12

13

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship

14 15 16  5PM 
SEPTEMBER 
Spirit articles 
due to Traci

17 18 19

20

8am Sunday School   
9:30am Worship

21 22 23 24  9am 
Bethlehem @ 
Immanuel 
Food Pantry

25 26

27                    
8am Sunday School 

9:30am Worship – 
Mission Sunday – 
Potluck meal, 
Highway clean-up, 
and assemble 
“Bethlehem Blessings
in a Bag”

28 29 30
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

Tony Tesch

3

Wyat Snyder

4 5

6 7 8 9

Lori Schmitt

10 11

Addison Salm

12

Molly Rabe

13 14

Ben Jeanty

15

Louie & Kathy 
Bowe

16

John & Sarah 
Schisel

17
Courtney 
Riesterer

18 19

20

Bonnie Hoban

21

Caitlin Meyer

22 23 24

Ross & Lisa 
Westphalen

25

Robert 
Schnell

26

27 28 29  30
Chad Jeanty
Dan & Amy 
Wempner
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