
Reverend Randy’s Ramblings:

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem UCC!

‘If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry, and satisfy the needs
of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your
night will become like the noonday.’ – Isaiah 58:10

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’  Matthew
25:35-37

These are two of the MANY scriptural references we can find in the
bible that direct us to care for the poor and hungry.  It’s truly one of
the most obvious callings of our Christian faith.  In Matthew 26 Jesus
says, “The poor will always be with you.”  So seemingly, even Jesus
recognizes that the problem of poverty won’t go away.  However, that
doesn’t relieve our responsibility to care for the poor, it solidifies it.  

The problem of hunger or “food insecurity” is a global issue.  We
might expect food insecurity in impoverished nations.  Places where
resources are scarce and populations are large exacerbate the issue. 
Armed conflict and economic factors are also major players.
However, food insecurity created by poverty isn’t just a “third world”
issue.  Even a wealthy country, such as the U.S. has its share of
hungry citizens.   Continued on page 2
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Reverend Randy’s Ramblings (continued):

In the U.S., one in seven households struggle to provide to affordable nutritious food for themselves.  
5.4% of households in our country suffer from what is called severe hunger.  That means that their 
food supply is so low that members have to skip meals during the day.  

Locally, food insecurity is a problem, too. In Sheboygan County, 11% of the residents face hunger, 
and in Manitowoc County it’s nearly the same at 10.3%.  Twenty-six percent of Sheboygan County 
senior citizens (60+) live in poverty. 

 Lack of access to food is caused by inflation, rising food prices, increased housing costs, increased 
energy and fuel costs, and a reduction in assistance that people can receive to help feed their 
families.  This has led to increased reliance and pressure on local food pantries.  Sheboygan County 
has 17 food pantries.  Collectively they distribute 70,000 pounds of food to families in need each 
week.  Monthly, a group of Bethlehem members assist the food pantry at Immanuel UCC by loading 
bags.   The pantry distributes approximately 25-30 bags of food each week.  

Recently, confirmation students had the opportunity to visit the Kiel Area Community Food Bank.  The
Kiel pantry provides food boxes to around 75 households each month.  

We at Bethlehem, step up to the plate when it comes heeding the call to feed the hungry.  For 
Mission Sunday, we adopted the lofty goal of creating over 100 “Blessing Bags,” or meal kits that will 
be distributed to both the Kiel and Immanuel food pantries for their clients.  

Another opportunity to respond to hunger exists in the annual Rural Church Fellowship CROP Walk.  
On October 11, members of RCF churches will gather at St. Peter’s UCC at 12:15pm for the event.  
CROP Walks are a mission for Church World Service.  Please consider participating.  If you can’t 
walk in the event, consider a donation.  All cash donations stay local and are distributed to area food 
pantries.  See me for details.  

Poverty will never go away, as Jesus reminds us.  However, collectively – as Christians, we can do 
our part to ease the pangs of hunger of God’s beloved children.  

In Christ,

Pastor Randy 
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
MISSION STATEMENT:

We are a caring community of Christians living our faith through worship,
fellowship, study and service to others.

11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042
Phone:  920.894.3332

Follow Bethlehem UCC on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/     or Bethlehem’s website at

www.bethlehemkiel.org                                      

Our Spiritual Leader: Reverend Randall Koppenhaver
    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com

 Sunday School every Sunday September – May at 8am.
 Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings at 9:30am.
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IF you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to: 
Bethlehem UCC 

      c/o Ruthie Rumpff 
   11608 Lax Chapel Road, 

  Kiel, WI 53042 
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.

Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church.  This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.

The on-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card.  The church is
charged 1.99% plus 49 cents for each transaction.  You have the option to add this charge to your 

donation.  
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2026 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members

Reverend Randall Koppenhaver (920)286-2531 or randynmel5@gmail.com
Elder/President - Steven Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com

Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder –  Lee Watson (920)562-0588 or lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us  

Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or LandKBowe@outlook.com

Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com

mailto:srumpff@tm.net
mailto:LandKBowe@outlook.com
mailto:rossw@forhealthycows.com
mailto:lwatson@kiel.k12.wi.us
mailto:trabefamily5@gmail.com


Thank you for all your support!

Pastoral Care:  Please keep me informed of hospitalizations and other pastoral care 
needs.  If you know of someone from our church family who is sick or in the hospital, 
ask if they've let me know.  If not, offer to contact me on their behalf.  I don't want 
anyone to feel unsupported in a time of need.   - Reverend Randy  (920)286-2531 or 
randynmel5@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________________

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS!     

Reverend Randy is looking for persons interested in leading worship services as
liturgists. Lead the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, and
Read a portion of the scriptures. A sign-up sheet is on the door to the pastor’s
office. Let Randy know if you have any questions. 
________________________________________________________________________________

Lectionary Readings for OCT0BER:

Sunday, October 4th  ~  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Psalm 19
                                      Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:7-15
                                      Philippians 3:4b-14
                                      Matthew 21:33-46
Sunday, October 11th ~ Exodus 32:1-14 and Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
                                      Isaiah 25:1-9 and Psalm 23
                                      Philippians 4:1-9
                                      Matthew 22:1-14
Sunday, October 18th ~ Exodus 33:12-23 and Psalm 99
                                      Isaiah 45:1-7 and Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13)
                                      1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
                                      Matthew 22:15-22
Sunday, October 25th ~ Dueteronomy 34:1-12 and Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
                                      Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 and Psalm 1
                                      1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
                                      Matthew 22:34-46
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting:  9-8-2026

Present: Steven Voland, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen, Kathy Bowe, Rev Randy, Ruthie Rumpff 
and Lee Watson.                                                                                                     
Call to order: 6:40 PM                                                                                             
Opening Prayer/Meditation – Opening devotion read by Rev Randy –            
What is fellowship from the “Our Daily Bread”

Monthly Reports

Financial Secretary – Ruthie
Month income $6,720.00 ($2,133.00 below YTD collection) 56,996.00 ($13,828) below YTD 
requirement)    The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Kathy)    

      Jingle Change – month of Aug – Kiel Food Pantry $119.97

Treasurer – Jane                                                                                                                                     
Givings received in Aug to date are $6,914.28 bringing the checkbook balance to $22,197.69         
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Ruthie)   

Building & Grounds Checking and Savings

 Checking = $4,059.60 
 Saving = $10,762.49  

CD update (Bank First) ($5000.00 ea.)
Invested $20,000 in four separate 7-month & 11-month CDs of $5,000 each. The maturity dates 
are staggered throughout the year, with the principal reinvested and interest designated for a 
special cause.

CD #7648 invested Due Oct ($5000.00)
CD #9661 invested Due Nov ($5000.00)
CD #2553 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)
CD #3541 invested Due Dec ($5000.00)

Secretary – Kathy
The Secretary’s monthly mtg minutes were approved as printed in the Aug Spirit of Bethlehem.
Approved by Jane and 2nd by Lee.
Building & Grounds Updates 

Will be checking with the committee on completion of projects
Urinal repairs were completed by Ditter Plbg.
Gravel parking lot sprayed – thank you Mark R
Water sample tested - okay
Merry Christians still waiting for landscaping project 

Pastoral Report

Worship:
  8/16, 8/30, 9/6
  Heugel Baptism 8/16
  Ninmer Funeral 9/2
  Upcoming “OFF” Sundays: September 13, October 25, November 8, November 15, December 13
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  Field of Dreams on 9/17
Thanksgiving Eve – Invited to St. Peters
Confirmation/Youth/Sunday School 

 Confirmation-Joining with St. Peters UCC - First class on Sept. 9
 VBS with St. Marks/James - 6 participated from BUCC - 

Mission  
 Loads of Love - 8/31 1 client, $20 expended  - $36.50 collected in August
 WISE - no activity - meeting on 9/20
 CROP Walk on 10/11 
 Meal Kits in progress – checking on speaker from Sheb warming center

Pastoral care
 Phone calls and left messages 5x
 Other electronic communication 2x
 Cards 0x  
 Home visits 1x 
 Care Center/Hospital visits 2x

Professional Development
 Grief coach certification #2 in process

Conference/Wider Church
 Area UCC pastors met 8/18 to plan the confirmation retreat which will be Jan 22-23. Next 

meeting 9/16
 Attended UCMW on 8/20 at St. Peters. - Banquet will be at St. Peters on 10/29/26 at 6:30pm.  

See Pastor Randy for tickets. 
 UCMW Banquet at Bethlehem- Oct 2027 - meeting set for 4/29/27 @ 6:30pm (important 

planning meeting for the fall banquet)
 Attended RCF on 8/30
 I now serve on the WIC-UCC Licensing committee - met on 9/3
 COP 9/9 in Fondulac

Other
 Watson/Meyer Wedding scheduled for 10/3/2026 (off site) - premarital meetings complete
 Conducting off-site non-member wedding on 10/17/26
 Clements return for Africa Mission trip follow-up on Nov 15 
 Abbi Kuether - Sept 22 @ 6:30pm - Flyers and announcements sent to area UCC churches. 

Member Outreach – cards sent on behalf of Bethlehem – 1–Sympathy 1-Thank You

 OLD BUSINESS

- With the updating of new media equipment, there will be several items available for sale/donation.    
Old projection screen and equipment                                                                                            
Also available is a couch and rocking chair

- Sabbatical – Pending discussion
- Mission Fest Sunday – Hi-way cleanup and food kit assemble.  Signup for potluck after the service
- James Imaging Systems – New copy machine is set up with extra features
- CD interest – there were no suggestions for the CD interest of $115, it will help fund the mission 
food kits 
- Piano in library – if anyone is interested, the piano in the library is no longer used – it’s yours for free
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- Jane presented a delegate list of items to “keep in mind” – ask help from the congregation for sound
room, power outage, outdoor sign, Facebook updates, filling consistory positions, liturgists, etc. – 
more to follow
- Fund raising set for November:

 Egg roll sale
 Kringle sale
 Firewood sale (Spring 2027)
 

NEW BUSINESS
- Will we host 2027 Sheepshead Tourney (Feb 7th)  - Yes
- Bethlehem will host the 2027 Men and Womens Scholorship Banquet (Oct)

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
10/11 Crop Walk
11/15 Clements Family – speak on Africa mission trip   

Motion to adjourn by Lee & 2nd by Ross
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM
Next meeting – Oct 13h, 2026 6:30 PM

Closed with Lord’s Prayer Secretary, Kathy Bowe

________________________________________________________________________________

Get Comfortable!   

Make yourself at home!  Enjoy fellowship and a cup of coffee in our cozy seating
areas before or after worship.   The “lounge” also offers comfortable seating as well

as games, books and wellness resources.

_____________________________________________________________________

Loads of Love:  
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat and

are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, and
bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers and

dryers. With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important
mission. Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located

near the entrance to the sanctuary.                                                   

Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
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Bethlehem Sunday School:

     SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS BEGUN
     Welcome to all the students attending Sunday School. First day of 
Sunday School went very well. All students received paperwork out-lining 
some activities and release documents. Please fill them out and return as 
soon as possible.

     We are looking for children volunteers to help collect Jingle Change 
during the church service.  The consistory and teachers will show the kids 
what to do.  Jingle change helps support several organizations each month.

     Up-coming events for kids.  CROP walk will be held on Oct 11 beginning
at St Peters in Kiel.  Watch your bulletin and posters for details.

     Feel free to sit in on any class and help with activities or just be a helper.  

See you in class.

Keep collecting those cans!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Scrip Program:

Fall is here!  If you need fall supplies, please keep scrip in mind to buy gift cards to purchase for your 
fall needs.

Christmas is right around the corner, and it is not too early to purchase gift cards or at least to be 
thinking about it.  If there is something particular you are looking for, do not hesitate to let me know.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Scrip is available the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month.

We set aside 10% for the families in need program.

~Linda Rabe

SCRIP STATS                                    $$$SOLD                                    PROFIT  

8/04/26                      $2,950.00             $ 75.76

8/24/26                      $2,110.00             $  70.75

9/01/26                      $3,190.00             $133.75
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From the historical records of Bethlehem U.C.C.:
Paul’s words in Colossians 3:16 are straightforward: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”

As we continue the celebration of 160 years at Bethlehem, here is a look at Music at Bethlehem as gathered 
by gleaning annual reports, anniversary booklets, and other church records.  Apologies that some names may 
have been omitted and some errors may be present. 

Hymnals

The first Song books contained only words. A leader would sing a verse and the congregation would 
repeat.  Young people proudly received their own personal song book with their name engraved in gold letters 
as a gift at confirmation.

Our current Hymnals “Hymns for A Pilgrim People” were purchased in 2013 at a cost of $4,927.55.
Several hymnals had been used throughout the years, including supplemental books and photocopied 

songs. Some of those titled:  “Christian Hymnways”, “The Service Hymnal”, and “The Hymnal”.
Organs & Pianos

The following information regarding musical instruments for Bethlehem  is not complete, as several 
pianos were used over the course of our history.  

1885 - The first organ was purchased during the pastoral leadership of Rev. Brunoehler.

1925 - a New Etey organ is purchased at a cost of $480.  This is during Rev. Friedrichmeiers 
leadership

1951 – a Hammond organ from Hessel Music in Manitowoc at a cost of $1,226.00
1967 – Ladies Aid purchased a piano from Goodell Music for $681
1976 – A new organ is purchased with Memorial Funds and other donations for a cost of $3,995.
1997 – Ladies Aid purchased a Keyboard for the church at a cost of $720.28
1999 – A new Ahlborn-Galanti organ was purchased at a cost of $17,870 – this organ was moved from 

the old church building and is still used today.
2006 – A grand piano with a cost of$12,353 was donated to the church

Organists
Many dedicated musicians provide the accompaniment to singing as well as musical interludes 

throughout the worship service.  For many years the pay was an annual salary and later switched to a fee per 
service as it became mindful that additional holiday and special services needed to be compensated. Here is a 
recap of the pay for their services.

1950 – Annual salary $30 1989 – Organists paid $720

1956 – Annual increased to $50 1996 – Organists paid $1,425

1964 – Annual salary of $100           2001 – Organists paid $2,558

1970 – Annual salary of $150 2005 – Organist paid $45 per service

1977 – Organists paid $308 2012 – Organist paid $50 per service

Choir

The choir has provided touching anthems with great harmonies for worship and other services.  These 
dedicated choral groups and directors performed special Concerts and Cantatas.  Many individuals have held 
the roles of Director and Accompanists.    Continued on page 11
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1891 – reports boasted a choir led by Rev. Brunoehler
1910 – Rev. Hauser is credited with organizing and leading a choir
1928 – first choir with Frieda Hamman as Director, Edna (Rabe) Rautmann as Accompanist and 11 

other members.
1952 – A Canata led by Mrs. Koehler

Directors            Organists and Accompanists

Frieda Hammann Edna Rabe
Lorraine Henning Elvera Henning
Arno Karstaedt Lorraine Henning
Mabel Boeldt Doris Mae Henning Ninmer
Betty Koehler Marion Balz
Mabel Bratz Kaye Henschel Radder
Marion Balz Kathy Henschel Bowe
Delores Rabe Wanda Ninmer Matzdorf
Shirley Henschel Kaylin Henning Schmitz
Doris Mae Ninmer Kim Henning
Jeanette Wriedt Bonnie Meiselwitz Hanke
Everett Rabe Polly Wriedt Jeanty
Ryan Rabe Rebecah Henning Henschel
Natasha Behnke

Robes 

It was often questioned “did the choir really need new robes?”  Would you wear the same outfit 52 
times a year for 20 years?

         -  First choirs did not have robes, instead wore white blouse or shirt with black skirts or pants
         -  1954 – first robes were black with white stoles

1971 – new olive green robes with matching stole were purchased with memorial money for Jean Neils

1990 – new robes Seagreen with ivory inset stoles purchased from Sonlight Books at a cost of 
$2,130.00

2008 – Ivory colored choir gowns with maroon inset stoles, costing $4,589.86 purchased from Sonlight 
Books.

Junior Choir

1961 -  Marion Balz organized a Junior Choir.  Jeanette Wriedt gave dedicated leadership in directing 
and working with these young voices.

For the month of October, please see the Music display in the Fellowship Hall.  

Kaye Radder, Historian
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Mission and Service Sunday is September 27!

 We will be cleaning up Hwy X as well as
stuffing 120 “Bethlehem Blessings in a Bag”.                                       

 Blessings in a bag are shelf-stable meal kits that will be given to Immanuel and
Kiel Food Pantries.  Each bag includes everything a family needs to make a

delicious home-cooked meal.

Please check the display board in the Fellowship Hall near
the entrance which lists items needed to complete our

“Bethlehem Blessings in a Bag”
Please bring purchased items by September 20th.

You can also donate cash or gift cards and the needed items
will be purchased on your behalf.

A potluck meal will be shared after our worship service September 27th before we begin highway
clean-up and put together “Bethlehem Blessings in a bag”.

Thank you for helping provide a nutritious home-cooked meal for those in need!!

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Those Grieving:  
The family of Merlin Ninmer

Those struggling with health issues:                                                 
                                      Helen Henning                                  Kristin LaBarre (Schmitt)                          

      Arlyn Retlich                                      Davin Horneck                   
Louie Bowe                                       Dawson Horneck

                             Heidi Konen                                      Darlene Horneck                             
                                      Jessica Horneck                                Jackie Voland
                                      Sofia                                                  Willow
                                      Hubert                                                Larry
                                      Leon                                                  Tyler Smith
                                      Molly                                                 Margaret
                                      Tom Knier

And for those in our church family who are dealing with concerns but wish to keep them private.

Other:  Victims of recent natural disasters (Wisconsin, Indiana, Tibet, Nepal, etc) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Announcements:

Faith in the Fall Music Festival!  - Sunday, Sept. 27 – 10a-2pm @ Our Shepherd UCC, Howards Grove.  Music, 
food, raffles and more!  Check Flyer in Fellowship Hall for details!

UCC Christmas Choir!!
The United Church Choir Christmas concert will be on Dec. 13 at 1pm.  The choir is a joint effort between Salem 
UCC of Plymouth, Congregational UCC of Plymouth, St. Peter’s UCC of Kiel and Bethlehem. The first practice will be
Sept. 28 at 7pm at St. Peters.  Please let Pastor Randy know if you’re interested in taking part!

Need an easy Christmas gift?  The Kiel/NH Kiwanis Club is holding its annual candy/nut/coffee sale.  
Monies raised by Kiwanis Clubs are reinvested in the community.  The Kiwanis donates to Fire Depts and 
First Responders, youth sports, reading programs, scholarships, and many more.  Pastor Randy and 
Melissa are members. See one of them if you'd like to order.  

CHILI Cook-off!  Do you make a good chili?  There will be a chili cook-off at St. Luke UMC in Sheboygan on Oct. 4 from 
11a-1pm.  See the flyer on the bulletin board for sign-up info.   
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Community Announcements (continued):

The Rural Church Fellowship’s annual CROP Walk will be held at St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel on 
Sunday, October 11.  Registration starts at noon, the walk begins at 12:30pm.  A campfire 
with brats, hot dogs, and smores will follow.
The event is open to ALL ages!  See Pastor Randy for an envelope for collecting donations. 
With only one confirmation student this year,  Bethlehem will need to rally it’s collections!  
The CROP Walk supports world-wide hunger efforts as well as local food pantries. 
 

United Church Men and Women Scholarship Banquet
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 6:30pm at St. Peters UCC, Kiel – Comedic entertainment provided by Jenni Appleseed.  Tickets are 
$20.  See Pastor Randy to get yours!
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER Community Food Pantry Items Needed: 
Cake mix and/or Frosting

JINGLE CHANGE FOR OCTOBER SUPPORTS:  Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a  Special Mission
Offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion in the United States.

OCTOBER BETHLEHEM EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October is: 1 2 3

4  8am Sunday School

9:30am Worship 
w/Communion

5

Loads of 
Love 4pm

6 7 8 9 10

11

8am Sunday School

9:30am Worship

12 13

6:30PM 
Consistory 
mtg.

14 15 16 17

18

8am Sunday School   
9:30am Worship

19 20 215PM 
OCTOBER Spirit 
articles due to 
Traci

22  9am 
Bethlehem @ 
Immanuel 
Food Pantry

23 24

25

8am Sunday School     
9:30am Worship

26 27 28 29 30 31
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4
Kerry Henning

5 6 7 8 9

Llyod & Darlean
Rumpff

10

11

David & Brenda 
Pike

12 13 14

Rick Rabe

15
Ryland 
Rugowski
Mark & Brenda 
Riesterer

16

Lisa 
Westphalen

Tom & Marie 
Mueller

Daniel & 
McKenna 
Rugowski

17

Cameron 
Wempner

18

Kyle & Brianna 
Pennell

19 20
Joe & MaryBeth 
Molitor

21 22 23 24

Randy & Melissa 
Koppenhaver

25 26 27

Tyson Arnold

Aliyah Arnold

Steve Deignan

 28 29
Hudson Hoban
Tony & Sandy 
Tesch

30 31

Laura Mueller
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