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Randy’s Ramblings: 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem! 

My fourth grade teacher, Mr. Carlo, used to have a saying: “It’s 

possible, but not probable.”  I remember he gave us a lesson on 

the differences between possibilities and probabilities. We 

quickly caught onto his game, though.  “Mr. Carlo,” we’d ask, 

“Can we have extra time for the assignment?” 

 “It’s possible, but not probable,” he’d say. 

 “Mr. Carlo, can we have a longer recess?” 

 “It’s possible, but probable.” 

Yes, even though we were only ten years old, it didn’t take long 

to figure out that “it’s possible, but not probable” was really 

just a fancy way of saying “No.” 

In the days immediately following the girls’ accident, we heard 

a lot of “possibilities,” but weren’t given much for 

“probabilities.”   I know that sometimes families are told the 

patient has a ___% chance of recovering.  We were never given 

a “number,” and perhaps that’s for the best.  Kenzie’s care 

providers were very cautious in those early days.  It was never, 

“When she comes out of this..”  It was always, “If she comes out 

of this...”  And that was really hard to hear. 

 

Continued on Page 2 

 

 

BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI  53042 

(920)894-3332 

 APRIL 2022 Issue: 

Randy’s Ramblings                1-2 

Bethlehem Information             3 

April Lectionary                        4 

Consistory Mtg. Minutes         5-6 

Volunteers Needed                  7 

Bethlehem Ladies                  7, 11 

Merry Christians                       7 

Sunday School                     8 

Confirmation Class       8 

Church Historian                      8 

Scrip                                        9 

Spring Cleaning                       9 

Upcoming Worship Services   9 

Thoughts & Prayers                10 

Snow Removal       11 

Old lights                                 11 

Save your Cans                      11     

Community Events                  11 

Just for Fun                             12 

Bethlehem Events                   13 

Pantry Needs/Jingle Change  13 

Birthdays & Anniversaries       14 

 

 

MAY SPIRIT DEADLINE:  

  W. APRIL 20TH @ 5pm       

Send to Traci at 

trabefamily5@gmail.com 

[SIDEBAR TITLE] 



2 | P a g e  
 

Randy’s Ramblings (continued): 

On the day that the neurosurgeon called us to say she needed the 

craniotomy if she was going to survive, our heads and hearts were 

FILLED with possibilities, all of them dreadful and terrifying.  We were 

beside ourselves with worry and were told NOT to come to Neenah.  

They would call when the surgery was complete.  One of things we did 

to try and keep busy, was to clean out the junk drawer in our kitchen.  

In doing so, we came across two “stones.”  They seemed to be made of 

some metallic product, and neither of us could remember where they 

came from.  The one that I claimed said, “With God, all things are 

possible.”  (Mel’s said, “Always in my heart.”)  At that moment, we felt like were meant to 

find those stones.   

In each of the synoptic Gospels, (Matthew, Mark and Luke), there is a variation of this 

verse.  The context of the verse is the story of the rich man who is told he must sell 

everything and give the money to the poor.  After the verse about the camel and the eye of 

the needle, the disciples ask, “Who then can be saved?”   Jesus replies, “With people it is 

impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.” – Mark 10:27 

This was an idea I really had to force myself to accept.  At that time, I knew a lot of 

possibilities, but I was short on probabilities.  We just didn’t know what the outcome would 

be.  Shouldering a lot of fears, we dumped all our hope and faith in Jesus’ proverbial lap.  

Amazingly, people from all over the country joined us in our journey and offered up their 

prayers and support.  We truly believe that the outpouring of support, mostly from 

strangers, is what helped lead us to where we are right now.   

“With God, all things are possible.”  This has become my new mantra.  I know this because 

I’ve lived it.  And that’s why I continue to carry that stone in my pocket wherever I go.  

May God bless you with his possibilities.  Happy Spring! 

Randy 
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ 
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI  53042 

Phone:  920.894.3332 

Follow Bethlehem UCC  

on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/ 

or Bethlehem’s website at  www.bethlehemkiel.org  

Reverend Roy Rogers 

Phone:  920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com 

Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister 

    Phone:  920.286.2531 or email:  randynmel5@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 9:30am 

➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings  

➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church 

parking lot (101.3FM)  

➢ View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live 

stream http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/  

➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website 

 www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that works for you and your family 

 

 

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your 

giving envelope/check to:  

   Bethlehem UCC  

        c/o Ruthie Rumpff  

     11608 Lax Chapel Road,  

     Kiel, WI 53042  

You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details. 

 

 

2022 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members 

Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com 

Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com 

Elder – Open Position – Prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family 

Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com 

Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 LandKBowe@outlook.com 

Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 srumpff@tm.net 

Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175  jm59umland@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/
mailto:rogers671@gmail.com
mailto:randynmel5@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
http://www.bethlehemkiel.org/
mailto:trabefamily5@gmail.com
mailto:rossw@forhealthycows.com
mailto:LandKBowe@outlook.com
mailto:srumpff@tm.net
mailto:jm59umland@gmail.com
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Lectionary Readings for APRIL: 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 3, 2022 

Isaiah 43:16-21 Psalm 126  Philippians 3:4b-14 John 12:1-8 

Liturgy of the Palms 
April 10, 2022 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 

  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-
29 

  Luke 19:28-40 

Liturgy of the Passion 
April 10, 2022 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11 Luke 22:14-23:56 
Luke 23:1-49 

Monday of Holy Week 

April 11, 2022 

Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 36:5-11 Hebrews 9:11-15 John 12:1-11 

Tuesday of Holy Week 

April 12, 2022 

Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 71:1-14 1 Corinthians 1:18-

31 

John 12:20-36 

Wednesday of Holy 

Week 

April 13, 2022 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 70  Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32 

Maundy Thursday 

April 14, 2022 

Holy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-

10), 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-

19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-

26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-

35 

Good Friday 

April 15, 2022 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22  Hebrews 10:16-25 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 

5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

Holy Saturday 

April 16, 2022 

Job 14:1-14 

Lamentations 3:1-

9, 19-24 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 1 Peter 4:1-8  Matthew 27:57-66 

John 19:38-42 

Resurrection of the Lord 

April 17, 2022 

Easter Day 

*Acts 10:34-43 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-

24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-

26 

Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 

Luke 24:1-12 

Easter Evening 

April 17, 2022 

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 114  1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 Luke 24:13-49 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 24, 2022 

*Acts 5:27-32 Psalm 118:14-29 

Psalm 150 

Revelation 1:4-8 John 20:19-31 
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes: 3-8-22 
Present: Roy Rogers, Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Ruthie Rumpff, Kathy Bowe, Ross 

Wesphalen, Jane Umland 

Call to order: 6:33 PM 

Opening Prayer by Roy - Thoughts from Sarah young – Weaknesses are the stage of life.  

Monthly Reports 
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie 

o Month income $7,000.00 (1,041.94 below monthly requirement) YTD 
collection $13,765.00 (2,288.88 below YTD requirement)   

The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2nd by Ross)     

- Treasurer – Jane 

o Giving’s received in February to date are $7,586.12 bringing the 
checkbook balance to $49,921.83.   

The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2nd by Traci)    

- Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $18,661.52    

- Secretary – Kathy 

- Approved by Ruthie and 2nd by Jane 

- Building & Grounds Updates  

o New amp has been installed 

o Go ahead with sealing the blacktop and check if old estimate is still good 

o Merry Christians can go ahead with cementing project on west side of church (remove large white 

stones and cement area between sidewalk and church building 

o Siding on old garage will be replaced this summer  

o Looking into refinishing roadside sign 

- Pastoral Reports – 

o Pastor Randy  

- Worship - Preaching schedule below 
- Led worship on 2/27 and Ash Wednesday 
- Will lead worship on 3/20 
- Confirmation 
- Pastor Roy led class on 2/23, but I attended. 
- Held a brief class following Ash Wed. worship 
- Upcoming classes on 3/16 and 3/30 
- Confirmation Sunday is 4/24 - 2 will be confirmed.  

- Mission  
- Loads of Love was March 7 $22.25 spent on one client (Thank you Jane and Kathy for covering.) 
- Other 
- Contacted and gave tour to non-member couple who asked about wedding in Sept. Have not heard 

back. 
- Will be participating in the Maundy Thursday production 
- Good Friday - Still waiting to hear back from ecumenical group 
- If no community service, do we want to do something?   

 

o Rev. Roy  

- o Preached/Presided - 4 (Feb. 6, 20, March 6) (three at Bethlehem and Dale Horneck's funeral and 

committal). 

 

- o Meetings - Consistory, COP (UCC Pastors), Life Group at Mission Church, catechism class X2, 

ELCA pastor's zoom meeting, drama rehearsal for Maundy Thursday, Chaplin's breakfast 

- o  6 Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support  
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- o "Extra curricular"  concert/pet therapy Field of dreams, Willow Lane Appleton, Sheboygan Senior 

center and century oaks in Appleton x 2 

- Member outreach update 

- Sent out: 1 Sympathy, 2 Birthday  

OLD BUSINESS 
o Covid Guidelines - Take down signs, change ushering front to back, communion will again include 

wine 
- Ash Wednesday – Everything went well 
- O&W/Sound System Up-date – New amp has been installed 
- Rev. Mark Jaberg donation - $100.00 to Sheboygan Cty Meals on Wheels in his name – motion 

Traci and 2nd by Ross 
- Baptism – possible on 5/22/22 (Asher Rodriguez) (Becky and Frankie) 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

- National Fire Dept Safety Donation – received donation request – donated $30.00 
- Maundy Thursday/Palm Sunday/Easter/Good Friday   

o Maundy Skit – directed by Will & Lora Mathes, assisted by Kathy & Traci – 7:00 PM  4/14/22 
o Palm Sunday – Sunday School has ordered palms  
o Good Friday – If no ecumenical service, Bethlehem will not have a Good Friday service 
o Easter Sunday – looking into special music, including communion  

- Church Yearbook to conference – Thank you Jane for completing  
- Zero Givers were addressed    
- Jingle Change  - Collection will go to Ukraine Relief Fund instead of OCWM – motion by Ross and 

2nd by Traci 
- Pancake Breakfast – Put on hold another year 

 

Motion to adjourn 8:57 PM by Ruthie and 2nd by Traci  

Next meeting -April 12th, 2022 at 6:30 PM 

Closing with Lord’s Prayer 
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe 
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Bethlehem Volunteer List 
Do you have an hour or less to volunteer at church? 

 Here is a list of committees that could use your help. 

 
Nominating Committee – Help recruit people to serve on the consistory. 

Christmas Decorating – Help decorate our church for the Christmas holiday. 

Missions Committee – Help plan events to serve the community or beyond. 

Ministry Support Team – Help new pastors and members to learn of Bethlehem. 

Youth Fellowship – Help plan events and chaperone youth outings. 

Rural Church Fellowship – Help plan events with other area churches. 

Hospitality Committee – Over see or help with events that would use our kitchen 

facilities. 

Sound Room – Help with Sunday morning services using our sound equipment. 

 

If you need more information or would like to volunteer, please talk to any 

consistory member. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bethlehem Ladies 
 

 Our March meeting was rescheduled for Sunday, April 10th at 9:00 am.  Thank you to all 

who ordered Easter Flowers to help beautify the sanctuary for Palm Sunday and Easter.  

Please remember to take home your flowers after worship on Easter Sunday. April 17th. 

 
 

On to wash communion glasses in April: 
 
April 3rd – Barb Henning & Shirley Henschel 
April 14th (Maundy Thursday) – Heidi Konen & Ginny Schultz 
April 17th (Easter Sunday) – Polly Jeanty & Jeanette Wriedt 
 
Polly Jeanty 
Secretary 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bethlehem Merry Christians: 

 
The Merry Christians will host a Brat Fry on May14th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Piggly 
Wiggly in Kiel.  In addition to burgers, serving tasty Johnsonville Brats and Firehouse steak 
sandwiches.  Extra help will be needed consider volunteering. 
 

 
Still time to join us for the Pizza and Ice Cream Sundae event.  Even if you haven’t signed up 
feel free to stay after services on Sunday, April 3 for a lunch of homemade pizza and build 
your own ice cream sundaes.  This is a great way to share some fellowship time to catch up 
with family and friends. 
 

 
Kaye Radder 
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Bethlehem Sunday School: 

Happy Easter! The Sunday school children are looking forward to spring while 
they have been learning lessons pertaining to the season of Lent. Did you know 
that there are over 200 crosses in our church? While learning about Lent, the 
children counted the crosses, finding a total of 258 crosses in and around our 
church. As Palm Sunday and Easter approach, they will continue to learn more 
about the Easter story. 

~Submitted by Sarah Arnold 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confirmation Class:.   

The Confirmation students will meet for class April 6th and April 20th at 6pm. 
 
Confirmation Sunday is April 24th. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

From Our Church Historian: 

A couple of years ago Delores Rabe approached me to take over her duties as 

church historian.  She had taken on the responsibility of documenting church 

activities through pictures and words.  In 2015, I had the pleasure of working with 

a small committee as Bethlehem UCC celebrated its 150th Anniversary who 

looked at the church history archives.  This has prompted me to look into the 

church records with some curiosity. 

I’ve decided to undertake some ongoing projects.   

1) Complete a file of governing documents.  I’ll be looking for the various constitutions and 

joint agreements which have provided for the operational workings of Bethlehem UCC.   

2) Complete a file of annual reports.  These reports tell much more than the financial 

aspects of the church.  We already have a couple of very old reports, and most years 

since 1990. 

3) Membership lists from years gone by.  For quite some time the membership list was part 

of the annual report.  It will be good for us to retain the names of those who have called 

Bethlehem their church. 

4) Information on pastors.  I hope to put together a brief biographical report and picture 

of each of the pastors who have served Bethlehem.   

 

Please contact me if anyone is interested in working on any of these projects.  I have no set 

timeline; it will be on going.  And, if anyone has old church records at your home, please contact 

me, so that I can get appropriate copies before you’d dispose of these. 

Kaye E. Radder   
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Bethlehem Scrip: 
Spring is upon us!!  Remember to keep scrip in mind when planning your spring needs.  We 
currently have Fleet Farm, Menards, and Walmart.  We have cash and carry available on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month.  We encourage anyone and everyone to give this program a try.  I 
have several different gas cards and grocery store cards available for purchase for your weekly 
shopping.  
 
If you would need larger denomination cards for purchases, just ask.  I can order larger 
denominations, it just takes a bit of pre-planning.   
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Linda Rabe 
 
MONTHLY SCRIP STATS: 
                                             Profit 
2/21/22        $1,615.00       $ 84.88 
3/06/22        $4,040.00       $133.00 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Spring House Cleaning ? Think trash to treasures! 

Remember if you are doing some spring housecleaning or downsizing; 

your trash may be someone else’s treasure. 

There are plans underway for a church rummage sale in August.  If 

you have items that other households might find useful, please save 

them for the sale.  If you don’t have room to store until summer, 

please contact Merry Christians members who can arrange storage. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE JOIN US – UPCOMING SERVICE DATES 

April 10 – Palm Sunday – Worship begins at 9:30am 

April 14 – Maundy Thursday Play – Service begins at 7:00pm 

April 17 – Easter Sunday Service w/Communion – begins at 9:30am 

April 24 – Confirmation Sunday – Worship begins at 9:30am 
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers: 

 

Families who have lost loved ones:      
Dale Horneck 

Jody Nenahlo 

 

 

          Those struggling with health issues:     
            Hailey Wirtz          Signe Burkhart  

            Kenzie Koppenhaver        Steve Kornely 

                   Steve Rumpff                Glen Schad 

            Jane Markelz               Elizabeth Loose 

            Everett Henning  Olivia Marie  

            Helen Henning   Hattie Lucille 

            Darlene Horneck  Karl (Will & Lora’s nephew)  

            Warren Fidlin               

            Jessica Horneck 

  

        
Those unable to worship with us:         

Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer 

   Leah Henning - deployment to Japan 

 

 

• UPDATE:  Field of Dreams is NOW ACCEPTING visitors.  Please arrange a visit with Merlin and 

Doris Mae and continue to keep them in your prayers.   

 
 

Leah Henning has been deployed to Japan.  Send cards and letters to: (Standard US 

postage rates apply) 

Sgt. Leah Henning 

31st MEU CE S-3 

Unit 35621 

FPO, AP  96385-5621 
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Snow removal help needed: 

Yes, it’s April BUT you know that doesn’t mean we won’t get any more snow.  Your help might still be 

needed to remove snow from sidewalks and the entrance to the church.  Please sign-up on the sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you!!                

 

 

Christmas Lights:    
Do you have Christmas lights that no longer work?  DON’T THROW THEM OUT!  Please bring them to 

church and place them in the basket under the mailboxes in the fellowship hall. 
 

Save your Aluminum Cans: 
Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans. 

Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Community Events: 
 

Kiel Community Center News:  Meals on Wheels is again serving in person dining at the Kiel 

Community center!  If you are 60 yrs. and over and would like to join others for a delicious lunch 

and a few laughs please call Missy at 894-7861 by noon prior to the day you would like to eat at 

the center.  

Guest speaker series:  held at the community center upper level the first Monday of the month. 

April 4th: Guest speaker Joe Zenk and LuAnn Travis will talk about bereavement and hospice; 

May 2nd: A representative from the Kiel VFW will be speaking. 

 

Saron UCC Brat Fry & Cornhole Tournament – Sat. April 9 11am-

5pm at Laack’s Hall in Johnsonville. Desserts, beverages, 50-50 

Raffles, as well as Bucket Raffles will be available.  The Cornhole 

Tourney will consist of doubles teams with competitive and 

social brackets.  The tournament is double elimination.  Entry 

fee is $50 for Competitive play and $30 for Social play.  Payouts based on the 

number of entries.  Registration forms are available at Laack’s Hall or by 

emailing jegrossh@gmail.com.  Forms are due back by April 2. 

See flyer posted on bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

                                          

One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards.  You can help them out by 

saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies 

mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning.  The cards are given to 

Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein. 

Thank you for your help! 

mailto:jegrossh@gmail.com
http://www.pngall.com/christmas-lights-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Just for Fun: 
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Bethlehem Events 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
8am Sunday School 
9:30am Communion 
Service  
Pizza & Ice Cream 
following the service 

Loads of Love 
Ministry  6pm Confirmation 

Class    

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
8am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship  

 

 6:30pm 
Consistory mtg.  

 
 

7pm Maundy 
Thursday Play 

 

 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
8am Sunday School 
9:30am Easter Service 
w/Communion 

 

  6pm Confirmation 
Class 

 
5pm Spirit Articles 
for May are due 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
8am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship 
Confirmation Sunday 

 

      

 

APRIL Vinnie’s Pantry Item –  
Hand Soap, Dish Soap or Shampoo 

        Donations are accepted at the carport & inside the church building Sunday mornings before worship 

 

APRIL JINGLE CHANGE: At the March consistory 

meeting, it was decided that collections in March would be given the UCC’s 

Ukrainian Relief Fund rather than OCWM.  We will continue this collection through 

April.  We also encourage support of One Great Hour of Sharing, which will be 

done with envelopes rather than Jingle Change.  OGHS is non-denominational 

and supports disaster relief, refugee crises, hunger, etc. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/120360673@N04/13291006053
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Tyler Hanson 

Sheri Wilharms 

Nicole Watson 

Greg Schultz  Lily Watson Marie Mueller Will Mathes  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 Trevor Rabe   Kerry Rumpff 

Brandon Schmitt 

Ryan Schmitt 

Noah Biwan 

Trevor Muehlbauer 

Jacob Riesterer 

Dawson Horneck 

 

Gary & Doris 

Rabe (1989) 

Blake Holz 

 

Bill & Karen 

Schlegel (1966) 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Emerson 

Witkowski 
 Dominick Sheets   Amy Wempner Kaye Radder 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

   Ryan Rabe 

Mia Watson 

Bob Radder 

Rev. Roy & Lori 

Rogers 

Louie Bowe  

 

 


