The Spirit of Bethlehem
BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042
(920)894-3332

Randy’s Ramblings:
Greetings, Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem!
I recently had a conversation with a mother who asked me to add
her adult child to our list of prayer concerns. The child had injured
their hand in a piece of machinery, losing some fingertips. As the
mother explained how further evaluation was required to determine
possible surgical outcomes, she was clearly distressed. At the end
of the conversation she looked me in the eye and said, “I know, I
know… at least it wasn’t worse… But STILL…!” She didn’t say any
more. She didn’t explain, “but still.” She didn’t need to. I knew
exactly what she meant. So this month I’d like to explore a little of
the relationship between “at least” and “but still.”
In our society, when someone has endured a crisis or trauma, we
are really good at “at least” responses. In the instance above, this
mother actually inserted her OWN “at least” statement, but generally
people say these things in response to hearing someone’s bad
news. For example, “At least you didn’t lose EVERYTHING in the
fire.” “At least he’s not suffering any more.” “At least they found the
cancer early.” “At least you’ll get a few weeks of unemployment.”
On the surface, there’s nothing wrong with these statements. They
are generally well-intentioned. They are often offered as a way of
focusing on the positive, or as a reminder to be aware of your
blessings. We say them as a way of trying to find the good in a bad
situation. The problem comes when “at least” statements are used
as an intended “final word” on the situation. As if now that the
GOOD has been pointed out, there’s nothing more to be concerned
about. However, as the person who’s experienced the trauma, I can
assure that an “at least” statement won’t help me get over it any
sooner. Continued on Page 2
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SEPTEMBER SPIRIT
DEADLINE:
Wednesday, AUGUST 17th
@ 5pm
Send to Traci at
trabefamily5@gmail.com

Randy’s Ramblings (continued):
We have to be careful that our “at least” statements aren’t dismissive of the “but still”s. Because
the truth is, there’s always a loss. I’ll say it again, there’s ALWAYS a loss. Pointing out the
positives, doesn’t 100% remove the person’s grief, sadness, or sense of what’s gone. It’s true--In our own situation, we are completely aware of the “at least your daughter survived.” We KNOW
that’s the blessing and we’re grateful for it.
But still…
•
•
•
•

But still, we feel sadness for the things that will never be the same.
But still, we share our daughter’s pain in not being able to play soccer at the level she once
did.
But still, we mourn the loss of her singing voice.
But still, we live in fear of another seizure or some other sort of setback.

So, when the mother of the injured child said, “But still…,” I knew exactly what she meant. She
was mourning the loss of hand function for her child and was painfully aware of the difficulties that
lie ahead. She didn’t want any of this for her child. Yes, in the end it will probably be okay, but
still…
It’s okay if we want to try and stay positive with the “at least”s. However, we should also be
accepting and compassionate of the “but still”s. The apostle Paul wrote of this in several places.
Galatians 6:2 says, Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. In Philippians 4:14,
he approaches it from the opposite view, Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.
Everyone has their own burdens to carry. In accordance with Christ, let us offer empathy and our
compassionate understanding.
Peace and may God bless you!
Randy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org

Our Spiritual Leadership Team:
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 9:30am
➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday
mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church
parking lot (101.3FM)
➢ View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your
home through Facebook live stream
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on
Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that for is
convenient for you & your family

2022 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members
Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder – Open Position – Prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family
Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 LandKBowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 jm59umland@gmail.com

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your
giving envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road,
Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.
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Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the Donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church. This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.
The On-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card. (The church is charged a
2.89% plus 49 cents for each transaction. You have the option to add that to your donation.)
Thank you for all your support!

Lectionary Readings for AUGUST:
Proper 14 (19)

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

Genesis 15:1-6

Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23

Psalm 33:12-22

Proper 15 (20)

Isaiah 5:1-7

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Tenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19

Psalm 82

Proper 16 (21)

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Isaiah 58:9b-14

Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost

Psalm 71:1-6

Psalm 103:1-8

Proper 17 (22)

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost

Psalm 81:1, 10-16

Sirach 10:12-18
or
Proverbs 25:6-7

August 7, 2022

August 14, 2022

August 21, 2022

August 28, 2022

Psalm 112
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Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Luke 12:32-40

Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 13:10-17

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 14:1, 7-14

Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes

7-12-2022

Present: Roy Rogers, Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Kathy Bowe, Jane
Umland, Ruthie Rumpff, Ross Westphalen
Call to order: 6:38 PM
Opening Prayer by Roy – Pastor Roy shared reflections on Psalm 1 from Charles Swindoll.
Monthly Reports
Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $5,503.00 (2,538.94 below) YTD collection $46,102.00
(2,149.630 below YTD requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2nd by Jane)
-

Treasurer – Jane
o Giving’s received in June to date are $5,545.04 bringing the
checkbook balance to $52,215.36.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ruthie and 2nd by Traci)
-

-

Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $15,119.71.

-

Secretary – Kathy
Approved by Jane and 2nd by Ruthie

-

Building & Grounds Updates
We have not received a bill from Signature for any of the snow plowing 2021 and 2022
Additional Drexel bill has been received for materials to side old garage
New siding on the old garage is complete – Thank you Tom, Trenton,
Rick, Bruce and Scott.
2 dead trees have been removed from the east side of the parsonage–
Thank you Mark & Steven

-

-

Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Worship - Preaching schedule below
June 12 and 26, will lead on July 17 and 31
Confirmation
I will work on getting letters and materials out.
Lakeland event scheduled for Sept. 28 7-8:15pm
Mission
Loads of Love 1 client. Gave $30 and a $50 gas card
Next date is August 1
Other
Met with Steven and Jackie Re: July 30 wedding
Meeting with placement and transition on July 21
Rescheduling meeting with Jane (conference) and Roy
o Rev. Roy
o Preached/Presided x 3 (6-19, 7-3, 7,10)
o Meetings - Consistory, Chaplin's breakfast

Continured on page 6
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes (continued)
-

o 7 Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support
o "Extra curricular" concert at SSC, song rehearsal with Polly x2. Deignan baptism

-

Member outreach update
1 sympathy

OLD BUSINESS
o Covid Guidelines – Continue as is
o Financial Update for congregation/online giving promotion – Jane and Ruthie will work
on a visual up-date
o Mission Fest
o Date will be 10/2/22
o Activity Suggestions
▪ Hiway clean-up
▪ Card making
▪ Sandwich making
▪ Kathy will check into food prep for Salvation Army
o Looking for other suggestions from the congregation
o Pastoral Leadership
o Moving along – nothing new to report at this time
NEW BUSINESS
o Sunday School begins Sept 11
o Janitor/Secretary/Organist Review – Ross will handle
o Thanksgiving Talent service (in lieu of joint service)
▪ Looking for people to participate in the service
▪ Invite other churches to participate
▪ Social time after (pie/ice cream)
Motion to adjourn 8:15 PM by Ross and 2nd by Ruthie
Next meeting -August 9th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closed with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

_________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Ladies
The Bethlehem Ladies will be meeting Sunday, August 14th at 8:30am. We
will be planning our guest night which will be Tuesday, September 20th at
6:00 pm. Our Guest Speaker will be Nancy Zimmerman and she will be
speaking on the history of Kiel. This should be a very interesting and
informative evening. Please plan to join us. A light lunch will be served.
On to wash Communion Glasses on August 7th are Ginny and Polly.
Polly Jeanty
Secretary
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Bethlehem Sunday School:
Summer is flying by quickly! We are looking forward to seeing
the Sunday School students back at 8:00 am on September 11,
2022.

__________________________________________________________________________
From our Bethlehem Historian:
The Bethlehem Laides Aid was organized in November 1913 under the
leadership of Rev. Caleb Hauser. Thirteen charter members were Louisa
Balz, Anna Hauser, Lena Henning, Louisa Henning, Elizabeth Karstaedt,
Minna Radder, Emma Raquet, Albertine Reichwaldt,Maria Reichwaldt, Anna
Roehl, Julia Ruh, Augusta Schnell and Rosina Zimmermann.
At the first business meeting, election of officers was held. The first officers elected were:
President – Anna Hauser, Vice President – Albertine Reichwaldt, Secretary – Elizabeth Karstaedt
and Treasurer – Emma Raquet. Dues were set at fifteen cents and it was decided to meet the first
Wednesday of each month. Each member brought some food and the coffee was purchased by
the treasurer. To replace this money each member paid five cents and visitors paid ten cents.
In the year 1915 the Ladies Aid purchased palms and a clock for the church’s golden jubilee. This
was the Ladies Aid first major purchase. Three years later their first bazaar was held at
Thanksgiving, sales from the major undertaking amounted to $40.00. It was the custom to have a
picnic on the fourth of July which ended two months of Bible School. The Ladies Aid furnished the
meal and sold ice cream. The proceeds of this endeavor helped to boost the treasury.
To be continued……..
Historian
Kaye E. Radder
_________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Scrip:
Summer is! flying by! "Back to School" flyers are starting to appear. Consider buying scrip cards
to support your back to school needs. I carry Walmart, Meijer, and Kohls cards on a weekly
basis. Stop at the scrip table and check it out.
Thank you for your continued support of the scrip program!
MONTHLY SCRIP STATS:
7/03/22
7/17/22

$3,150.00
$2,985.00

Profit
$ 115.50
$ 107.41

PLEASE ALSO NOTE: I will still be collecting caps (example: milk chug caps, water and
soda bottles, etc.) Please look under mailboxes for container to collect them in!
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Bethlehem Youth Fellowship Summer Volleyball:
July 24, 2022 – 6:30pm Immanuel/Bethel @ Bethlehem
Cheer on our Youth at the end of season Volleyball
Tournament – Sunday, August 7th at Immanuel UCC starting
at NOON (Coaches/captains meeting @ 11:45 a.m).

_________________________________________________________________________________

August Rummage Sale
The Annual Bethlehem Church Rummage Sale is on!
Location: The sale will be held in the Garage at Bethlehem Church.
Your Help is Needed - Volunteer Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wed., August 10: 4:30 to dark– Rummage Sale set up at The Church Garage
Thurs., August 11: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm pricing and set up
Thurs., August 11: 3:00pm to 7 pm Sales Staff
Fri., August 12: 8:00am to 5:00 pm Sales Staff
Sat., August 13, 8:00am to noon Sales Staff
Fri., August 19: 8:00am to 5:00 pm Sales Staff
Sat., August 20: 8:00am to noon Sales Staff
Sat., August 20: 12:00 to 1:00pm Clean Up Crew

Please see the signup sheets in the fellowship hall or email to kayerad@hotmail.com or call (920)
894-7229 if you can spare even an hour to help.
Donations Accepted:
If you have items to donate, these can be dropped off in the new garage, next to the church starting
Sunday, August 7. If you would like us to pick up your items, do not hesitate to contact members of the
Merry Christians. We will be happy to make arrangements. Please no TVs or other electronics. These
have not been selling and require a disposal fee.

~Kaye Radder
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers:
Joys:
Elizabeth Lynn Deignan was baptized into God’s family on July 10.
Her parents are Steve and Jennifer Deignan

Families who have lost loved ones:
Jane Markelz
Everett Henning

Those struggling with health issues:
McKenna Mueller
Finn (a young boy with cancer)
Bennett (Grandson of Schmidts)
Helen Henning
Steve Rumpff
Darlene Horneck
Warren Fidlin
Kenzie Koppenhaver
Janice Schad
Tom Lefeber
Steve Kornely
Glen Schad
Jessica Horneck
Signe Burkhart
Hattie Lucille
Olivia Marie
Karl(nephew of Will and Lora)
Nikki (Friend of Bonnie Z)
Dana (Friend of Melissa K)
Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer
Other concerns:
Those affected by recent acts of gun violence across our
nation.- Especially Highland Park, IL and Kenosha, WI
Those affected by the war in Ukraine.
Those affected by violence and oppression in other places
of the world.
Those affected by wildfires or other natural disasters
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One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help them out by
saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies
mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.

Thank you for your help!
Loads of Love:
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat
and are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels,
and bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers
and dryers.
With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important mission. Your
donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near the entrance to the
sanctuary.
Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Save your Aluminum Cans:

Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.

Community Events:
Meals on Wheels is again serving in person dining at the Kiel Community center. If you are 60 yrs.
and over and would like to join other for a delicious lunch and a few laughs please call Missy at 894-7861
by noon prior to the day you would like to eat here.
*Mahjong is played Tuesday's from 1:00 to 4 pm in the upper level of the Kiel Community Center. No
experience necessary new members always welcomed.
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Just for Fun:
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AUGUST Vinnie’s Pantry Item –
A jar of Peanut Butter or Jelly
AUGUST JINGLE CHANGE supports an area
Assisted Living/Nursing Home facility

Bethlehem Events - AUGUST 2022
Sunday

7

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

8am-5pm Church
Rummage Sale

8am-Noon
Church
Rummage Sale

19

20

8am-5pm
Church
Rummage Sale

8am-Noon
Church
Rummage Sale

9:30am Communion
Service w/Rev. Roy

6:30pm
Consistory
Mtg.

Noon – Youth Vball
Tournament at
Immanuel

14

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

9:30am Worship
w/Pastor Randy

9:30am Worship
w/Rev. Roy
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18

September
Spirit Articles
due to Traci
at 5pm

9:30am Worship
w/Pastor Randy

28

9am-3pm
Pricing &
Setup

Friday

Saturday

3-7pm
Church
Rummage
Sale

8:30am Bethlehem
Ladies Mtg.

21

4:30pm
Church
Rummage
Sale Set-Up

Thursday

Noon-1pm
Rummage Sale
Clean-up

25

26

27

Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

DuWayne & Marcy
Ninmer (1964)

7

8
Tony Bowe

3

Thursday

4
Logan Tesch

Lillie Brockway

Jaden Witkowski

9
David Meyer

Wednesday

David Radder

10

11

Friday

5

Saturday

6
Donna
TruttmannRetlich

12

Ryan & Molly
Rabe (2019)

13
Polly Jeanty
Linda Rabe

14

15

16

17

18

Cooper Tesch

Lori Rogers

19
Ian Schmidt

20
David & Julie
Meyer (1988)
Rachel
Muehlbauer
Tess Rabe

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
Tasha Rabe

28

29
Rich & Lori
Schmitt (1987)
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30
Lee Watson

31
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