BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042
(920)894-3332

Randy’s Ramblings:
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love
endures forever.” - Psalms 107:1
By now I assume most of you are aware of the painful saga that
began for our family on the afternoon of Christmas Eve. On foggy
roads, with low visibility, my two youngest daughters were involved
in a serious car accident. Looking at the details and specifics of the
crash, we are actually lucky either of them survived. Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good.
Brenna’s injuries kept her hospitalized for two nights and we
eventually brought her home, wheelchair bound, with a broken
pelvis. Kenzie, on the other hand, had a more life-threatening skull
fracture and brain injury. After 6 days they had no option but to
remove a portion of her skull to allow for the brain to swell. We lived
on pins and needles for those first 10 days, wondering if she would
pull though. Every waking minute of those 10 days, some part of
my soul was begging God for a miracle.
Many of you know that we decided to share this journey with our
loved ones on Facebook. We had no idea of the massive interest
people would take in our story, and the love, prayers, and support
they would share with our family. People from across the country
have reached out to offer prayers and comforting words. Generous
gifts of money, gift cards and meals were sent our way. We have
been absolutely blown away by the kindness of so many, including
members of Bethlehem. Thank you, thank you.
Continued on Page 2
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trabefamily5@gmail.com
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Randy’s Ramblings (continued):
Around the 12th day, Kenzie began to emerge from
her coma. It became further evident that Kenzie
remembered us and could respond to our
questions. We were so relieved. At the time of this
writing, we are about 3 ½ weeks into our ordeal. I’m
sitting in Kenzie’s hospital room on the evening of
the day she had the bone replaced in her skull. I
can’t believe we made it to this point. Although
things have been HARD, she has no idea of the
progress she’s made. She’s got quite a ways to go,
but we are SO thankful that we’re where we
are. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
Even her caretakers are astounded by the progress she’s made in a relatively “short”
time. (Seems like forever for her parents!) Some have even used the word miraculous. Others
have asserted the claim that this proves God answers prayers. As a person of faith, I
wholeheartedly believe that God was involved in Kenzie and Brenna’s survival story. But how
exactly, I can’t explain. If I call it a miracle, I must confess that I’m the last person who deserves a
miracle. Why should I get a miracle, when so many others ask for one and are denied? If I try to
proclaim that this proves God answers prayers, how do I reconcile with all the millions of people
who pray for a similar outcome to mine, yet don’t receive it? Do I believe that the whole army of
people praying for our family helped us get where we are? Absolutely! Can I explain it? No.
The only thing I can be certain of is the overwhelming gratitude I feel in my heart. Gratitude for the
thousands of thoughtful friends and strangers who offered up prayers on our behalf. Gratitude for
the skilled and caring doctors and nurses who helped my girls ‘get better.” And gratitude to God
for giving Melissa and I the strength to face each new day. “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures forever.”
Again, thank you so much for your continued love and support. May God bless you and yours!
Randy
______________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com
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Sunday Morning Worship begins at 9:30am
➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church parking lot (101.3FM)
➢ View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live
stream http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that works for you and your family

Bethlehem Safe Indoor Worship Guidelines
• MASKS = You decide what is best for you, your loved ones, and neighbors around you.
• We invite you to sing with or without a mask beginning Sunday, November 28 th.
• An offering plate will be available in a central location (Fellowship Hall)
• Please seat yourself
• Scrip will be available for purchase on the first and third Sundays. We ask that when
purchasing scrip cards that only one person be at the scrip table at a time.
Stay home if you or a member of your family is not feeling well.

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving
envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road,
Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.
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Lectionary Readings for FEBRUARY:
Presentation of the Lord
February 2, 2022

Malachi 3:1-4

Psalm 84
or
Psalm 24:7-10

Hebrews 2:14-18

Luke 2:22-40

Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 6, 2022

Isaiah 6:1-8, (913)

Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:111

Luke 5:1-11

Sixth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 13, 2022

Jeremiah 17:510

Psalm 1

1 Corinthians
15:12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Seventh Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 20, 2022

Genesis 45:311, 15

Psalm 37:1-11,
39-40

1 Corinthians
15:35-38, 42-50

Luke 6:27-38

Transfiguration Sunday
February 27, 2022
(Last Sunday before Lent)

Exodus 34:2935

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:124:2

Luke 9:28-36, (3743a)

Special Bethlehem Consistory Meeting: - December 28, 2021
Subject: Budget Review & Pastoral Coverage
Present: Steven Voland, Ross Westphalen, Traci Rabe, Ruthie Rumpff, Jane Umland, and Kathy Bowe
Call to order: 6:35
Points of Discussion
2022 Budget Review
• Pastors to receive cost of living raise
• Reviewed any other changes and up-dates
Reviewed Pastor Randy’s responsibilities
• Bulletin – Traci will format and print as needed
• Loads of Love – Jane & Kathy
• Confirmation – Rev Roy & Steven
• Phone messages – Jane
• Blurb – Randy will continue for now
• January preaching schedule
o Jan 2, 9, 16, & 30 – Rev Roy
o Jan 23 – Consistory (annual meeting)
Reviewed open Consistory positions
Meeting adjourned 8:30
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe
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Bethlehem Consistory Meeting: - Consistory Meeting: 1-11-22
Present: Roy Rogers, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Ruthie Rumpff, Jane Umland, Ross Westphalen and Kathy
Bowe
Call to order: 6:35 PM
Opening Prayer by Roy – Reading from Advent of Christmas – Turning negative to positive
Monthly Reports
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $15,005.38 (7,328.88 above monthly
requirement) YTD collection $95,447.76 (3,329.76 above
YTD requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Jane)
-

Treasurer – Jane

o Giving’s received in December to date are $15,081.59,
bringing the checkbook balance to $48,0154.10.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ruthie and 2 nd by Ross)
-

Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $18,953.17
Secretary – Kathy
Approved by Traci and 2nd by Jane
Building & Grounds Updates -Security lights were checked by Ahern. Needed to replace one
battery above west sanctuary door.
Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Led worship on Blue Christmas
Confirmation
Class on 12/15 - Made sandwiches as a service project for Sheboygan Salvation Army -(Thank you
Ruthie for delivering them.)
Class was canceled on Jan. 5 due to road conditions.
Next class is scheduled for Jan. 19
Mission
Loads of Love was Jan. 3 There were two clients and $52.25 was expended. -(Thank you Jane and
Kathy for covering.)
Delivered adopt a family gifts to the family
Other
Phone call regarding a non-member wedding in Sept.
o Rev. Roy
o Preached/Presided - 12-25, 1-2, 1-9
o Meetings - Consistory x 2, COP (UCC Pastors), Life Group at Mission Church
o Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support: (9)
o "Extra curricular" concert/pet therapy Willow Lane Appleton
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Bethlehem Consistory Meeting Minutes continued:
-

Member outreach update
Sent out thank you cards and thinking of you cards

OLD BUSINESS
- Covid Guidelines- Continue as is
- Christmas Eve/Day– Everything went well
- Pastoral Leadership for 2022 – Rev Roy will be preaching Jan 16, 30 and Feb 6 and 13. Pulpit supply
will be reviewed for Feb 20 and 27.
- Annual Meeting Ballots – None needed.
- PayPal- Jane will proceed with options to make donations online. Motion made and second.
NEW BUSINESS
- Wedding request from non-member on Sept 10th
- Jane will follow-up with copyrights
- Ash Wednesday Service will be March 3rd.
- Conference Yearbook – Jane will review
- Insurance Company survey and review – Value of our church building is $2,320,000.00,
- which is an increase of $312,000.00
- Letter received from Associated Crafts to review our stained glass windows,-no review needed.
Motion to adjourn 8:48pm by Ruthie and 2nd by Ross
Next meetings -February 8th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closing with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

Bethlehem Volunteer List
Do you have an hour or less to volunteer at church?
Here is a list of committees that could use your help.

Nominating Committee – Help recruit people to serve on the consistory.
Christmas Decorating – Help decorate our church for the Christmas holiday.
Missions Committee – Help plan events to serve the community or beyond.
Ministry Support Team – Help new pastors and members to learn of Bethlehem.
Youth Fellowship – Help plan events and chaperone youth outings.
Rural Church Fellowship – Help plan events with other area churches.
Hospitality Committee – Over see or help with events that would use our kitchen
facilities.
Sound Room – Help with Sunday morning services using our sound equipment.
If you need more information or would like to volunteer, please talk to any consistory member.
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Bethlehem Ladies
Our January meeting was rescheduled for Sunday, February 20th at 8:30 am.
On to wash Communion glasses on February 6 th are Barb Henning and Polly Jeanty.
Polly Jeanty
Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Sunday School:
February is leprosy month for the Sunday School. What does
that mean? We collect money in February to donate to
help cure leprosy. This is a long held tradition in which the
Bethlehem Sunday School collects a separate offering to
give to the cause. We ask that at some time in February,
each child give a separate offering, if able, that amounts to
25 cents per year/age of the child. We also collect the
“jingle change” during the church service to go to the
same cause. Thank you in advance for contributing to the
worthy mission that has been our Sunday School’s long held tradition.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Merry Christians:
Thank you to those who helped the Merry Christians by ordering some Pizza. We sold
218 Animal’s Frozen Pizza. Quite a number of delicious, tasty pizza varieties were
available, with the Bear being the most popular for the second year in a row. No, this
pizza does not have bear meat, it carries that name because the toppings include
Canadian Bacon, Sausage and Pepperoni. Also very popular was the “Animal” which
has pepperoni, sausage, mushrooms, onions, black olives and green peppers. The
Merry Christians will use the profits to support various missions and projects
throughout the upcoming year.
Kaye Radder
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bethlehem Scrip:
Thank you to everyone who continues to use the Scrip Program. We welcome anyone who would
like to try the Scrip program, it is very easy to use. We have cards available the first and third
Sundays of the month, you can purchase them and use them for your purchases for the week.
Thank you,
Linda Rabe
SCRIP STATS:
1/3/2022
$1,600.00
1/16/2022
$2,170.00

$ 50.50
$ 77.64

______________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation Class:
The Confirmation class will hold class at Bethlehem the following Wednesdays:
• February 9th at 6pm
• February 23rd at 6pm
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chili Supper
Plan to attend – Wednesday, February 2, 2022
– annual Bethlehem Chili Supper

There is still time to volunteer as workers and torte makers. Dates to remember:
•

Sunday, January 30 – The Youth group along with their parents and the choir will be doing some
prep work immediately following worship service on Sunday, January 30th. Extra hands are always
welcome.

•

Tuesday, February 1 - Several members will get together on Tuesday morning, February 1st to
cook noodles. Here too extra hands are welcome.

•

Wednesday, February 2 - On Wednesday, February 2nd, some of the cooking crew will begin at
approximately 6:30 am. We anticipate a break (assuming the cooks stay on task) at about
noon. Many additional volunteers are needed for this day long event.

The past success of this annual event has been due to the great cooperative spirit as we welcome the
community into our building for some hot soup, delicious tortes and a time of fellowship. Due to Covid 19,
this year again the “supper” will be Drive Thru/Pick Up, with no in-person dining. The Chili will be “Ready
to Heat” and fellowship will be limited to greeting guests at their car(s).

8|P age

One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help them out by
saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies
mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.

Thank you for your help!

The Loads of Love Laundry Ministry Continues!
Think how good it feels to put on a fresh clean shirt or to pull
up the covers in bed and you catch the fragrance of fresh
clean sheets/blankets. It brings a smile and a feeling of love.
God has blessed many of us with the means to afford simple
comforts in life such as a washer and dryer to clean our
clothes BUT many families in our area struggle to come up
with enough money to buy detergent or pay the cost of using
machines at the local laundry mat.
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat and are
supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels, and bedding.
Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers and dryers.
In 2021, Loads of Love provided this service to an average of 2 families which was supported
through donations from members of our congregation. The average cost per month was $32.
With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this mission in 2022.
Your donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near the Sunday
bulletin stand and offering plates in the Fellowship Hall
.
Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
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Snow removal help needed:
Looking for some exercise in the brisk winter air? Bethlehem is in need of volunteers to shovel snow off the
sidewalks and entrance to the church. Please sign-up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Lights:

Do you have Christmas lights that no longer work? DON’T THROW THEM OUT! Please bring them to

church and place them in the basket under the mailboxes in the fellowship hall.

Save your Aluminum Cans:
Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.
_________________________________________________________________________________

The 21st Annual Holy Trinity Parish Perch Fry is Friday, February 18,
2022 at 11928 Marken Road in School Hill. Dine-In Serving 3:30-7pm. Carryouts available 11am–1pm and 3:30–7pm by calling 773-2380. Grilled cheese
plates, homemade tortes, raffle tickets and the HT Lounge also available.
Please see more information posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship
Hall.
Saturday, March 5, 2022 – Zion Lutheran Church, New Holstein
“Believe Deeper – Be Loved Deeper” 9am – 2:30pm
Enjoy an inspirational and entertaining speaker, food, music and
fellowship.
Registration Deadline is February 12 - $15 per person (includes breakfast
& lunch) Sponsored by: Zion’s Women in Mission
For more information, please see the posting on the bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall.

10 | P a g e

Those in our Thoughts and Prayers:
Families who have lost loved ones:
Eugene (Gene) Birschbach – Sharon Rumpff’s father
Skylar Rose Beattie
Macullen Schnell

Those struggling with health issues:
Kenzie Koppenhaver
Brenna Koppenhaver
Louie Bowe
Jane Markelz
Steve Rumpff
Helen Henning
Everett Henning
Elizabeth Loose
Hattie Lucille
Mother of Dawn Wirtz
Warren Fidlin
Karl (Nephew of Will & Lora)
Dale and Darlene Horneck
Olivia Marie
Jessica Horneck

Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer
Leah Henning - deployment to Japan

Other concerns:
Lucas Family - Housefire
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Just for Fun:
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FEBRUARY Vinnie’s Pantry Item – box of sandwich bags, foil,
Saran wrap or garbage bags
Donations are accepted at the carport & inside the church building Sunday mornings before worship

FEBRUARY JINGLE CHANGE benefits those suffering from Leprosy

9:30am Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities

➢

➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church parking lot (101.3FM)
View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live stream
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that works for you and your family

FEBRUARY BETHLEHEM EVENTS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

1
Cook noodles
for Chili Supper

6

7

8am Sunday school
9:30am Communion
Service w/Rev. Roy

13

8
6:30pm
Consistory
meeting

2

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

Bethlehem
Chili Supper
Drive Thru
3-6:30pm

9
6pm
Confirmation
Class

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

8am Sunday school
9:30am Worship
w/Rev. Roy

20
8am Sunday school
8:30am Bethlehem
Ladies mtg.
9:30am Worship
5pm March Spirit
News Due

27

8am Sunday school
9:30am Worship
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6pm
Confirmation
Class

28 MARCH 1 MARCH 2
Ash
Wednesday
Service at 7pm

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

1
Rhonda Otto

2

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

Sarah Mueller
Jennifer Holz

6
Brandon Hoban

7

8

Mike & Judy
Brockway
(1978)

9
Jennifer Ninmer

Aaron Suttner

Jeff & Girlie
Westphalen
(2000)

Betty Vogel

13
Henry Krueger

20

14
Jerry & Carol
Wehrmann
(2014)

21

Dawn
Muehlbauer

17

28
Karen Schlegel

18
Ashley Radder

Diane Fidlin

19
Tony & Pam
Bowe (1994)
Emilee Wirtz

22

23

24

25

Amelia Horneck Julia Gabrielse
Ken Zorn

Jeff Westphalen Alexis Horneck
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16
Ryan Holz

Trenton Rabe

Jesse Rumpff

27

15

26

Bethlehem Chili Supper
11608 Lax Chapel Rd – Kiel

Wednesday Feb 2, 2022
3:00 pm- 6:30 pm
Drive Thru/Pick Up
Only
Ready-to-Heat Chili,
Fresh Bread, Cheese, Crackers, & Homemade Tortes

Meal deal - $8.00
Gallon of Chili - $15.00
Directions: 67 N of Kiel - Right on Hwy X go 2 miles Left on Lax Chapel – the church is located ½ mile on Left
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