BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042
(920)894-3332

Reverend Roy’s Message:
When I think of the new year, I think of people predicting things that
might happen this year. In my past newsletter articles for other churches, I
would at times make predictions of what might happen for the year. They
were almost always incorrect. Sometimes, economic predictions or even
some Bible prophecies are made with the contingent of the present
circumstances continuing but might not come true if they don't. It would
be nice to say that the year 2022 would be the year covid-19 finally is
managed. It would be nice to say that this year will be a year of peace and
countries who have been warring for generations will make peaceful
pacts with one another. It would be also nice to predict that there would
be fewer natural disasters this year. However, the truth is we really don't
know what's going to happen in the future for sure. We can guess and
make predictions and try to plan, but there is only one person who lives
constantly in the future as well as the present and past.
That person is Jesus of course, him the Father and the Holy Spirit. You
might have heard it said that we don't know what the future holds, but
we know who holds the future. That's true, but in my opinion that does
not go far enough. We do need to know who holds the future, but more
than that we need to be in constant contact with him. It's not enough to
know, we need to live out our faith on a daily basis with every minor and
major decision that comes our way.
This is still the season of Christmas as it gives way to the season of
Epiphany this month. In Christmas we remember the fact that God came
to us in Jesus, who was called Emmanuel, God with us. That wasn't a onetime event. God comes to us daily and constantly in every single
circumstance in our life. He is always there. He is the invisible presence in
every scene of our life even scenes that might seem unimportant or
tragic. If we could just be cognizant of the fact and make every decision
considering him our lives would have much more quality of spirit.
~Continued on page 2
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Send to Traci at
trabefamily5@gmail.com

Reverend Roy’s Message (continued):
Sarah Young, the great devotional book writer, makes this point over and over again. She says, using
Jesus's words, that he is constantly with us and influences our lives far beyond what we can measure.
Taking Sarah Young's technique and speaking to you in the first person as I think Jesus would, here is
what I think Jesus would say to you this month.
"My precious child. Never forget the fact that I love you and that love will never go away. Nothing
can keep that love from you, not even the very worst circumstance or person in your life. As this year
begins may you practice more intentionally that I am with you. When you make small decisions such as
what you're going to eat and what you're going to wear consider me in that equation as well. I care
about all the details of your life. I even know how many hairs
are in your head. I only have your best interests in mind.
Everything I try to direct you to do will be good for you in
the end, though it might not feel good at the time. Please
don't blame me for tragedies that happened in your life.
Your world is fallen and will go away one day, but you will
go on. I have a way of turning those tragedies around to
make them actual blessings for you and others. Because I
came to Earth and died on the cross paying the penalty for
your sin, you will be with me forever at the end of your life
on earth. Rejoice in this hope now and in the many ways you
can see heaven coming to Earth at the present time. When
you escape a bad situation, heaven has come to you. When
someone you love who is at odds with you reconciles with
you, heaven has come to you. When you hear a positive
message at church or on the radio that gives you hope and
inspiration, heaven has come to you. When, somehow, you
begin to get over the deep grief of a loved one who has
died, heaven has come to you. I come to you every day in
these ways and others. David wrote, 'This is the day the Lord
has made let us rejoice and be glad in it.'.
This year could be the best year of your life so far. This is true because I'm with you all the time. As
you live as though I'm with you all the time, heaven will continually come to you as well. May you be
filled with hope this day and this year because of that. I am. Be hopeful because the reason for Hope
will always be with you."
Peace,
Pastor Roy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 9:30am
➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church parking lot (101.3FM)
➢ View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live
stream http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that works for you and your family

Bethlehem Safe Indoor Worship Guidelines
• MASKS = You decide what is best for you, your loved ones, and neighbors around you.
• We invite you to sing with or without a mask beginning Sunday, November 28 th.
• An offering plate will be available in a central location (Fellowship Hall)
• Please seat yourself
• Scrip will be available for purchase on the first and third Sundays. We ask that when
purchasing scrip cards that only one person be at the scrip table at a time.
Stay home if you or a member of your family is not feeling well.

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your giving envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road,
Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.
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Holiday Worship Schedule:
*Christmas Eve Candle service Friday, December 24 7:00pm
*Christmas Day service Saturday, December 25 at 9:30am
*NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR CHURCH SERVICE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
*No Sunday School Sunday, January 2
*Sunday worship with Communion Sunday, January 2 at 9:30am

Lectionary Readings for JANUARY:
First Sunday after
Christmas Day
December 26, 2021

1 Samuel 2:18-20,
26

Psalm 148

Colossians 3:12-17

Luke 2:41-52

Holy Name of Jesus
January 1, 2022

Numbers 6:22-27

Psalm 8

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:15-21

New Year's Day
January 1, 2022

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

Psalm 8

Revelation 21:1-6a

Matthew 25:31-46

Second Sunday after
Christmas Day
January 2, 2022

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Psalm 147:1220

Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1:(1-9), 10-18

Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2022

Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7,
10-14

Ephesians 3:1-12

Matthew 2:1-12

Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 2122

Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 16, 2022

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

John 2:1-11

Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 23, 2022

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 56, 8-10

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 12:1231a

Luke 4:14-21

Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 30, 2022

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Luke 4:21-30

4|P age

Bethlehem Consistory Meeting:

12-14-21

Present: Randy Koppenhaver, Roy Rogers, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Ruthie Rumpff, Jane Umland, and
Kathy Bowe
Call to order: 6:45 PM
Opening Prayer by Randy – Advent Meaning from “The Advent Conspiracy” - Luke 2: 15-18
Monthly Reports
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $5,996.00 (1,680.50 below monthly requirement) YTD collection
$80,442.38 (3,999.12 below YTD requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Jane)
- Treasurer – Jane
o Giving’s received in November to date are $6,042.96, bringing the checkbook
balance to $45,148.07.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ruthie and 2nd by Kathy)
- Building & Grounds checking and Savings – ($17,941.88)
-

Secretary – Kathy

An amendment was made to the treasurers’ report in the Oct minutes. Motion made by Traci and second
by Ruthie to accept correction.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Jane)
-

Building & Grounds Updates -Nothing to report
Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Worship - Preaching schedule below
Gave the message Thanksgiving Eve @ Gloria Dei
November 28 and Dec. 12
Will lead worship for Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve and Jan. 2
Confirmation
Confirmation class led worship on Nov. 14th.
Pastor Roy taught 12/1 class on the Bible
Class on 12/15 - Will make sandwiches as a service project - Contacted Sheboygan Salvation Army
about donating the sandwiches.
Mission
Loads of Love was Dec. 6- two clients served ($35)
Completed end of year reports for Loads of Love
Made contact with NH guidance counselor about getting gifts to the “adopted” family.
Arranged gift card donation for single mother who requested $$ for snow pants and gas.
Gift cards for a Chilton family with ill child
Other
RCF met 11/15 at Bethlehem - Mission Trip was main focus - No one at BUCC has approached me
about attending.
Wrote letter of recommendation for former confirmation student.
Completed my annual review paperwork and submitted to the Conference/Association
Sent out 12 flyers to area churches about the Blue Christmas.
Communicated with both Kiel and Valders newspapers about our holiday worship services
Attended the Bethlehem Ladies Christmas party as a guest

~Continued on page 6
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Bethlehem Consistory Minutes (continued):
-

-

-

o Rev. Roy
Preached/Presided - 11-21, 12-5
Meetings - Consistory, COP (UCC Pastors, ELCA Pastors, Chaplain's breakfast, grief counseling
with the widow from a funeral I did at Our Savior's Lutheran Church Neenah, Ladies Aid Christmas
party
Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support:
Project X" at mission Church in Appleton. This is a project to buy gifts for poor families.
"Extra curricular" concert/pet therapy Willow Lane Appleton, funeral for non-member at Our
Savior's Lutheran and Nina as mentioned in last month's report
Member outreach update
Send out 13 cards for B-days, Anniversaries, Get Well, Thinking of You and Thank You

OLD BUSINESS
- Recording/Streaming Technology-Waiting for new internet service in spring-will continue as we
are for now.
- Sound System/Carillion – Still waiting for new amp.
- Inclement Weather Notice – Set up responsibility as to notification. Will be doing a test run. TV
station to watch channel 2 and 26.
- Covid Guidelines-Sunday School Program, Christmas Eve/Day. – Chairs and pew seating is
back to normal – continue to follow distancing guidelines.
- Blue Christmas/Christmas Eve/Day– Chairs and pew seating is back to normal – continue to
follow distancing guidelines. Small battery candles will be used for Christmas Eve.
- Pastoral Leadership for 2022 – Continue as is
- Annual Budget/Meeting – Proposed document was review and discussed.
- Donations from PayPal- Discussed adding an option to the website for donations to the church.
NEW BUSINESS
- Outreach to Ninmers at Field of Dreams for Christmas-quarantine will not allow us to visit.
Possible gift bag suggestion.
- Ash Wednesday/Lent – Short discussion on how many services to have during Lent.
- 2023 Annual Meeting Date set for 1/29/23
Motion to adjourn 8:55pm by Ruthie and 2nd by Traci
Next meetings -January 11th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closing with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Volunteer List
Do you have an hour or less to volunteer at church?
Here is a list of committees that could use your help.
Nominating Committee – Help recruit people to serve on the consistory.
Christmas Decorating – Help decorate our church for the Christmas holiday.
Missions Committee – Help plan events to serve the community or beyond.
Ministry Support Team – Help new pastors and members to learn of Bethlehem.
Youth Fellowship – Help plan events and chaperone youth outings.
Rural Church Fellowship – Help plan events with other area churches.
Hospitality Committee – Over see or help with events that would use our kitchen facilities.
Sound Room – Help with Sunday morning services using our sound equipment.
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Bethlehem Ladies
The Bethlehem Ladies met after worship on Sunday, December 5th. Six members were
present. Darlene Horneck is this year’s Poinsettia Recipient. Barb Henning has agreed to
stay on as President for 2022. Secret Pal names were exchanged.
After our meeting we had our annual Christmas Party which was held in the
Fellowship Hall. The members and their spouses were joined by
guests Rev. Roy Rogers and his wife Lori, and Pastor Randy
Koppenhaver and his wife Melissa. After lunch we were entertained
by Rev. Roy as he played his guitar and sang a medley of Christmas songs. He also
shared two other beautiful songs. It was wonderful! Thanks Rev. Roy!
Gifts were then exchanged between the Ladies and the men.
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, January 16 th at 8:30 am. All ladies of the
church are welcome to join us!
Polly Jeanty
Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Sunday School:
Happy New Year from the Sunday school. We look forward to seeing the
children back in Sunday school on January 9 at 8 AM, following the
Christmas break.

__________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Merry Christians:
Bethlehem Merry Christians Pizza Sale
Help the Merry Christians by ordering some Pizza. We are featuring
Animal’s Frozen Pizza. Quite a number of delicious, tasty pizza varieties
are available.
Each family of Bethlehem has been given an order form to place your
order. You can also take orders from family, friends and neighbors.
This Photo by Unknown

Order Forms are due by January 9, 2022. The forms can be dropped off in the box provided in the
fellowship hall of the church. Delivery of Pizza will be January 19, 2022.
Please call Bob Radder 920-894-7229 if you have any questions.
Thanks for your support.
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Bethlehem Scrip:
Thank you to everyone who used the scrip program for their Christmas shopping and giving!
Happy 2022! Please consider using scrip in the new year! We have cash and
carry cards which will be available on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
Monthly Scrip Stats:
11/21/2021
$1,620.00
$ 55.88
11/28/2021
$2,980.00
$136.18
12/05/2021
$1,590.00
$ 51.26
12/12/2021
$1,680.00
$ 57.75

~Linda Rabe
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Our Bethlehem UCC Historian:
During Bethlehem’s history of 150 years, two pastors originate from our parish. These are considered to be
“Sons of the Congregation”.
Albert C. Fischer - Albert was born April 10, 1898 to Anna (Mueller) & Albert Fischer. He was confirmed at
Bethlehem in 1912. Albert graduated from Mission House Academy (high school) in 1918 and went on to
graduate from Lakeland College in 1922. He attended United Theology Seminary graduating with the class
of 1925. Albert was ordained in 1925 and married to Arvada Nofziger that same year. He served churches
in Ohio, Iowa, and finally First Reformed Church in Manitowoc for twenty years. He died November 17,
1988. It should be noted that Albert’s uncle, Christian Fischer was one of the charter members of
Bethlehem.
Pastor Kim Henning - Kim was born June 14, 1956 to Everett and Jellane Henning in the Town of
Schleswig. He was baptized at Bethlehem Evangelical and Reformed Church and worked at Henning’s
Cheese Factory. He graduated from Kiel High School with the class of 1974.
He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Lakeland College in 1978. On August 5, 1978 Kim married
Fay Spindler at the Bethel United Church of Christ. He attended Eden Theological Seminary in Webster
Groves where he received a Master of Divinity Degree in 1982. During his seminary years, Kim served as
a student intern at Park Congregational United Church of Christ under the Rev. Marilyn Stavenger in
Toledo, Ohio.
Kim was ordained into the Christian ministry at Bethlehem United Church of Christ on June 27, 1982. His
first call was to Lake View United Church of Christ in Lake View, Iowa. On May 1, 1988 Kim began his
pastoral duties at Grace Congregational United Church of Christ in Two Rivers, Wisconsin. He has
recently retired.
Kim and Fay are blessed with 3 children: Nicole (Robb) Herda, Erica (Chris) Mainwaring, and Ryan
(Kimberly) Henning; and 4 grandchildren. Kim is grateful for those Sunday School teachers at Bethlehem
United Church of Christ who taught him the Christian faith: Alma Gierke; Marion Balz, Patricia Karstaedt,
Doris Mae Ninmer, Ronald Schreiber and Mabel Bratz. A biblical text that means a lot to him is 2
Corinthians 4: 7-10: “For we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our
bodies.”
Kaye Radder, Historian
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Confirmation Class:
The Confirmation class will meet –
• Wednesday, January 5
• Wednesday, January 19

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All 2021 church organization financial reports are due Sunday, January 2 at 5pm.
Please email your report as a Word Document to Traci at trabefamily5@gmail.com
Annual Reports will be distributed before church on Sunday, January 9th and
Sunday, January 16th.

Bethlehem UCC's Annual Meeting is
Sunday, January 23rd following the 9:30am Worship.
Please plan to attend.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Save the Date(s)
February 2, 2022 – Bethlehem Chili Supper
Plans are underway to carry on the annual Chili supper and for the second
time will be: Drive thru/pick up only
Sunday, January 30, 2022
10:30 – 12 noon
Prep day: Set up work areas, cook meat etc.
Wednesday, February 2, 2022
Bring Tortes
8:00 – 12 noon
Cook Chili, serve noon lunches
3:00 – 6:30 pm
Serve Chili, Dishes, Clean up

Your help will be needed.
If anyone has suggestions for how this can safely be done,
feel free to contact Kaye Radder.

One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help them out by
saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies
mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.

Thank you for your help!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Loads of Love laundry ministry is still going on each month.
We welcome your financial support.
Gifts can be earmarked to the Missions Committee.
Thanks for those who have and continue to support this worthy cause.
_____________________________________________________________________
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Snow removal help needed:
Looking for some exercise in the brisk winter air? Bethlehem is in need of volunteers to shovel snow
off the sidewalks and entrance to the church. Please sign-up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Lights:

Do you have Christmas lights that no longer work? DON’T THROW THEM OUT! Please bring them to

church and place them in the basket under the mailboxes in the fellowship hall.

Save your Aluminum Cans:
Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.
_________________________________________________________________________________
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers:
Joys:
Birth of Raegan Michael Hoeffner- daughter of Tyler & Tia Hoeffner
– Grandparents Joe and Doreen Schmidt

Families who have lost loved ones:
Tim Nohl

Those struggling with health issues:
Louie Bowe
Elizabeth Loose
Jane Markelz
Steve Rumpff
Helen Henning
Everett Henning
Hattie Lucille
Mother of Dawn Wirtz
Warren Fidlin
Karl (Nephew of Will & Lora)
Macullen Schnell
Dale and Darlene Horneck
Olivia Marie
Jessica Horneck

Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer
Leah Henning - deployment to Japan

Other concerns:
Victims, Families and People of Waukesha
Tornado victims in Kentucky and other affected areas
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Just for Fun:
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JANUARY Vinnie’s Pantry Item – Can of Soup
Donations are accepted at the carport & inside the church building Sunday mornings before worship

JANUARY JINGLE CHANGE benefits future Mission Trips

9:30am Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities

➢

➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church parking lot (101.3FM)
View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live stream
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that works for you and your family

JANUARY 2022 – BETHLEHEM EVENTS
Sunday

Monday

December 26

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday

December 28

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
NO CHURCH SERVICE

1

6:30pm Consistory
mtg.

2

3

4

8am Sunday School
9:30am Communion Service
w/Pastor Randy
All Church Group Annual
Reports due to Traci at 5pm

9

16

10

11

17

7

8

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

6pm
Confirmation
Class
Spirit News Due

23

24

30

31

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship w/Pastor
Randy
Annual Meeting following
Worship

Chili Supper Prep & fry meet
after church

6

6:30pm Consistory
mtg.

8am Sunday School
8:30am Bethlehem Ladies
mtg.
9:30am Worship w/Rev. Roy

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship w/Rev. Roy

5
6pm
Confirmation
Class

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship w/Rev. Roy
Pizza orders due
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Saturday

25

26

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Kenzie Koppenhaver
Grant Taylor

Jayden Jeanty

2

3

4

10

11

Carol Wehrmann

5

6

12

13

Garrett Schultz

7

Ty Sheets

8

Tammy Westphalen

Girlie Westphalen

Pat Hoban

9

Jane Umland

Harrison Zorn

Kamlynn Rumpff

Steve Rumpff

14

Shirley Henschel Judy Mueller.

15

Mekenzie Biwan Bill Biwan

Mary-Beth Molitor Rich Schmitt
Arlyn Retlich

16

17

18

23

24

25

Hailey Wirtz

19

20

26

27

Lora Mathes
Gary Rabe

Jane Markelz

30
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31

21

22

28

29

Katrina Rumpff

Bethlehem Chili Supper
11608 Lax Chapel Rd – Kiel

Wednesday Feb 2, 2022
3:00 pm- 6:30 pm
Drive Thru/Pick Up
Only
Ready-to-Heat Chili,
Fresh Bread, Cheese, Crackers, & Homemade Tortes

Meal deal - $8.00
Gallon of Chili - $15.00
Directions: 67 N of Kiel - Right on Hwy X go 2 miles Left on Lax Chapel – the church is located ½ mile on Left
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