The Spirit of Bethlehem
BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042
(920)894-3332
Reverend Roy’s Message:
It's our nation's birthday again this month, of course. We'll be 246 years
old on July 4th. I preach the Sundays before and after that. So, I was
thinking I would have a short sermon series on patriotism. I don't know if I
actually will preach on this topic. I usually don't plan ahead quite that far in
my sermons because anything can happen in the community and world to
change what the message should be any given Sunday. However, this is
what I'm thinking of now (on June 23).
On the one hand it's not necessarily easy to be a patriot these days. It
seems that most of the information and reports we get from our nation's
leaders from the media is pretty negative. Most presidents seem to claim
and wield more power than they actually have. They try to play a no-win
game with the media. Other government leaders do not fare any better.
The political parties are so gridlocked that it's amazing that they can get
anything passed. Often times they don't. And, when there is an actual
confirmed scandal, the whole nation seems to be all over it like sharks to
blood. That's NOT what the red in the American flag is supposed to stand
for.
What the red in the American flag is supposed to stand for is hardiness
and valor and those that have given their lives to maintain the freedom of
our country. For THAT REASON and for the Biblical mandates to be a
good citizen, patriotism is possible and desired. It still may not be easy,
but it certainly is our duty and privilege. Jesus once said to render to God
what is God's and to Caesar what is Caesar's. St. Paul affirmed this with,
“whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those
who resist will incur judgment” (Rom 13:2) for they are “God’s servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s
wrath on the wrongdoer” (Rom 13:4).
Continued on page 2
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Rev. Roy’s Message (continued):
Now, sometimes there are unjust rulers and unjust laws, but most of them, I would say, are for the sake
of the common good and to keep the peace (as best as it can be kept in a fallen world). It might seem like
our country is in turmoil and in a near state of civil war. However, I can say that having seen personally how
a few other countries govern, that ours, i.e., our democracy, is about the best and most effective form of
government, even given its limitations. Winston Churchill once said that: “democracy is the worst form of
government – except for all the others that have been tried.” His cynicism was perhaps justified after the
British people voted him out from his position as Prime Minister within months of winning the Second World
War. Personally, I think we should be proud of the country in which
we live and affirm democracy as a wonderful form of government that
values the individual and allows us to choose. It's not heaven on
earth, but it allows us to choose a bit of heaven on Earth, even as we
have received a bit of it coming down from the Father of lights in his
son our Savior Jesus and in the Holy Spirit.
So, the choice is ours. We can choose to focus on a country with
all its errors and everything it does wrong as well as those who govern
poorly. We can also choose the freedom that our country gives us to
criticize with free speech and make it and the world a better place.
What you choose is what you get. Or as Joshua said in the Old
Testament, "Choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of
the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).
Happy 4th of July!
Thank God for the freedoms in our country!
There is a better one to come, but let's celebrate with fireworks what we have now!
Pastor Roy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org

Our Spiritual Leadership Team:
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 9:30am
➢ Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday
mornings
➢ Listen to the service on your car radio in the church
parking lot (101.3FM)
➢ View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your
home through Facebook live stream
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
➢ OR watch the recorded worship service on
Bethlehem’s website
www.bethlehemkiel.org at a time that for is
convenient for you & your family

2022 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members
Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder – Open Position – Prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family
Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 LandKBowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 jm59umland@gmail.com

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings, please mail your
giving envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road,
Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.
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Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the Donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church. This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.
The On-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card. (The church is charged a
2.89% plus 49 cents for each transaction. You have the option to add that to your donation.)
Thank you for all your support!

Lectionary Readings for JULY:
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

July 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

July 10, 2022

2 Kings 5:1-14

Isaiah 66:10-14

Psalm 30

Psalm 66:1-9

Amos 7:7-17

Deuteronomy 30:914

Galatians 6:(1-6), 716

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Colossians 1:1-14

Luke 10:25-37

Colossians 1:15-28

Luke 10:38-42

Colossians 2:6-15,
(16-19)

Luke 11:1-13

Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

Psalm 82
Psalm 25:1-10
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 17, 2022
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

July 24, 2022
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 31, 2022

Amos 8:1-12

Genesis 18:1-10a

Psalm 52

Psalm 15

Hosea 1:2-10

Genesis 18:20-32

Psalm 85

Psalm 138

Hosea 11:1-11

Ecclesiastes 1:2,
12-14; 2:18-23

Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Psalm 49:1-12
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:

June 12th 10:10am

Called to order by: Steven Voland
No. of members present: 29
No. of non-members present: 3
•
•

•

•

•

•

Steven paraphrased letter sent to members
Roughed out future steps
o Formal Call
o Conference guidelines/issues
o Congregational vote
Consistory handed out sheets to address concerns
o Office hours
o Pastoral care
o Church group involvement
o Confirmation
o Vacation time
o Salary options
Questions
o How many people watch on-line
o Randy – are you looking for full time
Comments
o I would like to see a full-time pastor
o Thank you to the consistory for your work thru covid and pastoral changes
Comments from Randy – steps to ordination
o Member in discernment process
o Letter of recommendation
o Application
o Approval from conference
o Physic evaluation
o Committee to work with Randy

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes: 6-12-2022
Present: Roy Rogers, Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Kathy Bowe, Jane Umland
Call to order: 6:30 PM
Opening Prayer by Randy – Members shared good & positive feelings.
Monthly Reports
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $7,534.00 (507.94 below) YTD collection $40,599.00 (389.31 above YTD
requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Jane)
-

Treasurer – Jane

Giving’s received in May to date are $7,798.93 bringing the checkbook balance to
$54,214.79.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Kathy)
o

- Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $17,441.60.
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-

Secretary – Kathy
Approved by Traci and 2nd by Jane
Consistory Special Meeting approved by Traci and 2nd by Jane

-

-

Building & Grounds Updates
We have not received a bill from Signature for any of the snow plowing 2021 and 2022
Windowsills in sanctuary have been re-finished – Thank you Bill Schlegel
Canister lights bulbs have been changed – Thank you Tom, Trevor and Trenton
Black top cracks have been filled
Drexel bill has been received for materials to side old garage
Merry Christians will be handling removal of stones and cementing area on west side of church
Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Worship - Preaching schedule below
Led worship on May 8, 22, and 29 and June 12 and 26
Confirmation
Any changes for next year?
I will work on getting letters and materials out this summer.
Will have 4, (possibly 5) in year 2, and 2 In year 1
Mission
Loads of Love was June 6. $25.75 spent - 1 client. Also gave her $100 gas card
July date is on the Fourth. -discuss options
Other
Attended Wi Conference annual meeting on June 10 in Green Lake
Baptized Asher Rodriguez on May 22
Baptized Zander Jeanty on June 12
Met twice with Steven and Jackie for July 30 wedding
Submitted my application for “member in discernment” - Have not heard anything
Handkerchiefs for baptisms-no longer given

-

o Rev. Roy
o Preached/Presided x 5, 5-1, 5-15, 6-5, Sheboygan senior center, Henning funeral and visitation
o Meetings - Consistory, special congregational leadership meeting, COP, Life Group x2 at Mission
Church
o 6 Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support
o "Extra curricular" concert at willow lane, chaplain's breakfast
Member outreach update
Sent out: 1 anniversary, 1 baby, 3 sympathy, 1 thank you

OLD BUSINESS
o Covid Guidelines – Continue as is
o License Renewal – Randy has July 21st meeting set with conference
o Congregation Letter/Meeting/Feedback – Meeting went well. There will be a box for comment
sheets. Additional sheets found on music stand next to bulletins.
o Update from Conference – Meeting set with Randy on July 21st.
o Financial Update for congregation/online giving promotion – Jane and Ruthie will work on a
visual up-date
NEW BUSINESS
- Consistory approved a donation given to – Hometown Harmony
- Need to watch air condition levels – especially bathrooms and Sunday School rooms
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-

Received a message from local church to possibly share ministers. Consistory discussed sharing
events, i.e. Maundy Thursday play, youth events etc.
Received a letter naming Bethlehem as one of the beneficiaries to Henning affairs
Randy will be on vacation from June 28th to July 10th – Traci will be handling bulletins
Steven will be sending a document to all consistory members showing guidelines for various levels
of pastoral leadership

Motion to adjourn 8:15 PM by Traci and 2nd by Jane
Next meeting -July 12th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closed with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

_________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Ladies:
There is no meeting in July. Mark your calendar for our annual Guest Night. This will be
Tuesday, September 20 at 6:00 pm. Our Guest Speaker will be Nancy Zimmerman and
she will be speaking on the history of Kiel. This should be a very interesting and
informative evening. Please plan to join us. A light lunch will be served. On to wash
Communion Glasses on July 3 are Heidi and Polly.
th

rd

Polly Jeanty
Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Youth Fellowship Summer Volleyball:
June 26, 2022 - 6:30pm
Bethlehem @ Immanuel/Bethel
JULY 3rd - BYE WEEK FOR ALL TEAMS
July 10, 2022 – 6:30pm
Saron @ Bethlehem
July 17, 2022 – 6:30pm
Bethlehem @ St. Marks/St. James
July 24, 2022 – 6:30pm
Immanuel/Bethel @ Bethlehem
Tournament date – Aug 7th, 2022
at Immanuel at NOON
Coaches/captains meeting @ 11:45 a.m.
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Bethlehem Historian:
In December, 1915, Rev Otto Saewert became the pastor leader at Bethlehem. During his
ministry the chalice was replaced by the individual communion cups and the congregation was
incorporated.
Historian
Kaye E. Radder
______________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Scrip:
Summer is for fun and family vacations, consider using scrip to help fund your vacation. We have
gas cards available. If there is something special you need, please ask, I can probably order it. I
have a list of retailers which you can choose from, just allow a week to order the special gift
cards. Stop at the scrip table and check it out!
We set aside 10% of our profits for families in need. Please consider using the scrip program and
support this program.
Thank you to those of you who faithfully use the scrip program!
Linda Rabe

6/5/2022
6/19/2022

$5,335.00
$4,040.00

Profit
$197.88
$126.02

____________________________________________________________________________

Thank you, Mason Wempner, for helping
with the Bethlehem Sunday School
program!
My sincere apologies for misprinting your name in the June
Spirit. ~Traci Rabe

_________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Merry Christians:
Huge thanks to those volunteers who helped make our annual brat fry a huge
success. We couldn’t have done it without you. We believe this was our most
profitable brat fry to date. And we cherish the opportunity to get to know some of
our fellow members.
~Kaye Radder
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR BETHLEHEM GRADUATES!
“'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.'” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Armond Wempner, Fond du Lac High School - Attending Ripon College in fall where he will study
special education, play football and run track.
______________________________________________________________________________

August Bethlehem Rummage Sale
There are plans underway for a church rummage sale in August. If you have items
that other households might find useful, please save them for the sale. If you don’t
have room to store until then, please contact Merry Christians members who can
arrange storage.
Your Help will be needed. Keep these dates in mind; they may be subject to change.
Sign-up sheets will be available in the future.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wed., August 10: 4:30pm to dark – Rummage Sale set up at Church Garage
Thursday, August 11: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm pricing and set up
Thursday, August 11: 3:00pm to 7 pm Sales Staff
Friday, August 12: 8:00am to 5:00 pm Sales Staff
Saturday, August 13, 8:00am to noon Sales Staff
Friday, August 19: 8:00am to 5:00 pm Sales Staff
Saturday, August 20: 8:00am to noon Sales Staff
Saturday, August 20: 12:00 to 1:00pm Clean Up Crew

If you have items to donate, these can be dropped off in the new garage, next to the
church starting Sunday, August 7. If you would like us to pick up your items, do not
hesitate to contact members of the Merry Christians. We will be happy to make
arrangements.
Please no TVs or other electronics.
These have not been selling and require a disposal fee.
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers:
Joys: Zander Robert Jeanty was baptized into God’s
family on June 12. His parents are Benjamin and Cassandra Jeanty –
Grandparents are Bruce and Polly Jeanty.

Families who have lost loved ones:
Everett Henning

Those struggling with health issues:
Bennett (Grandson of Schmidts)
Jane Markelz
Darlene Horneck
Kenzie Koppenhaver
Tom Lefeber
Glen Schad
Signe Burkhart
Karl(nephew of Will and Lora)
Nikki (Friend of Bonnie Z)
Dana (Friend of Melissa K)

Steve Rumpff
Helen Henning
Warren Fidlin
Janice Schad
Steve Kornely
Jessica Horneck
HattieLucille
ElizabethLoose
Olivia Marie

Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer

Other concerns:
Prayers for those affected by the war in Ukraine.
Prayers for those affected by violence and oppression in other places of the world.
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One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help them out by
saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies
mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.

Thank you for your help!
Loads of Love:
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat
and are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels,
and bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers
and dryers.
With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important mission. Your
donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near the Sunday bulletin
stand and offering plates in the Fellowship Hall .
Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Save your Aluminum Cans:

Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.

Community Events:
Wednesday, June 29 – 4p-7:30pm - Picnic in the Park (Kiel City Park) – Sponsored by St. Peter’s
UCC
*Brats, Burgers, Chicken Breasts, German potato salad, Strawberry shortcake
*Patriotic Concert at 7pm by Kiel Municipal Band
July 13 4–6:30pm Ice Cream Social Supper at Ebenezer United Church of Christ, Chilton
CARRYOUTS ONLY – Johnsonville brats, hamburgers, German potato salad, coleslaw, beans
and homemade pies
For preorders to pick up that day in the Fellowship Hall, call Joan at 920.418.5457 or Ruth at
920.849.9427 by Friday, July 8th. (Funds raised goes towards Our Church’s Wider Mission
and Ebenezer’s Women’s Guild)
OUR LADY OF THE HOLYLAND PARISH – ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH (JOHNSBURG) –
CHICKEN & TIPS TAKE-OUT DINNER: Sunday, July 17th served from 11:00AM – 1:00PM. Blanck’s
chicken and dressing and Jim and Linda’s beef tips, potatoes, & corn. $17 per plate. TAKE-OUT ONLY,
no dining in. Pre-orders preferred - call to place your preorder by July 9th [Kelly 920-539-6886, or Sharon
920-795-4728]. Only 500 meals will be sold! Cash or check only. Raffle ticket drawing @ 2:00PM. Hope
to see you there! N9288 County Road W, Malone (Johnsburg).
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Meals on Wheels is again serving in person dining at the Kiel Community center. If you are 60 yrs.
and over and would like to join other for a delicious lunch and a few laughs please call Missy at 894-7861
by noon prior to the day you would like to eat here.
*Mahjong is played Tuesday's from 1:00 to 4 pm in the upper level of the Kiel Community Center. No
experience necessary new members always welcomed.
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Just for Fun:
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JULY Vinnie’s Pantry Item – Please bring school supplies
JINGLE CHANGE the month of JULY supports the Bethlehem Ladies

Bethlehem Events – July 2022
Sunday
June 26

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

9:30am Worship w/Pastor
Randy

Saturday

1

2

6:30pm Youth Vball @
Immanuel/Bethel

3

4

10

11

9:30am Communion Service
w/Rev. Roy

9:30am Worship w/Rev. Roy
6:30pm Youth Vball HOME
vs. Saron

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

23

6:30pm
Consistory
Meeting

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

9:30am Worship w/Pastor
Randy
6:30pm Youth Vball @
St. Marks/St. James

9:30am Worship w/Rev. Roy
6:30pm Youth Vball HOME
vs. Immanuel/Bethel

31

9:30am Worship w/Pastor
Randy

Pastor Randy will be on vacation from June 29-July 10.
Please contact Pastor Roy during this time if you have any pastoral needs.
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30

Zimmermann/
Voland
Wedding

Sunday

3

10

17

Tom Rabe

24

Scott & Jane
Umland (1998)

31
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Monday

4

5

11

12

Doris Rabe

Brad Hoban

18

Helen Henning

Davin & Jessica
Horneck (2014)
Bill Schlegel

Tuesday Wednesda Thursday
y

25

19

26

6

7

13

14

Jason Brockway Mark & Dawn
Wirtz (2007)
Cody Dalka
Aaron & Rachel
Warren & Diane
Suttner (2007)
Fidlin (1968)

20

21

27

28

Eric & Dawn
Muehlbauer
(1996)

Jeanette Wriedt Tom Brickbauer
Bruce & Polly
Jeanty (1985)

Friday

Dan Wempner
Chad & Sara
Jeanty (2000)

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

Lynnette Steinhardt

Allyson Jeanty

Bob Markelz

Mandy Voland

Ruthie Rumpff

Kendra Muehlbauer
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