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Randy’s Ramblings:
Greetings, Brothers and Sisters of Bethlehem!
In the earliest days and weeks following my girls’ accident, Kenzie was
held in the ICU and quite frankly, we didn’t know if she’d survive. We
were only allowed to see her for 60 minutes each day. We called each
morning when we got up, and again at night before we went to bed, to
check on her status. When we arrived at the ICU each day, we had to
use a phone near the door to announce we had arrived to see her. In all
cases, whether calling from home or at the hospital, the person who
answered the phone had to “check” to see if it was a good time for a visit
or update. That’s where I learned to hate the hold music.
I can’t even really describe the hold music, but I’m 99% sure you’ve
heard it. It’s electronic. It’s synthesized and has artificial percussion
keeping the beat. It’s used in many telephone systems. Google “Cisco
Hold Music” and you’ll know exactly the music I’m talking about… and I
hated it. You might wonder how I could so viscerally despise such a
simple piece of music. It wasn’t the music itself that I found offensive. It
was the way it made me feel.
More often than not, the time we spent on hold was prolonged. We’re all
annoyed when we place a call and are immediately put on hold.
However, when you’re placing a call to check on your critically-ill child
and you have to wait an extended period, all sorts of worse-case
scenarios start playing in your mind. “What’s taking so long? Did
something happen? Is she okay?” As I sat holding the phone and
waiting, I was awash in all my worst fears and anxieties, steeling against
the most horrible possibilities… and I hated that music for it.
Continued on page 2
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trabefamily5@gmail.com

Randy’s Ramblings (continued):
Unfortunately, even after we knew that Kenzie’s survival was expected, I STILL hated to be placed
on hold and forced to hear the music. Even if the phone call was to a bank, or insurance
company, or any other business that used that particular hold music, I cringed as soon as the
music began. Every time I heard the song, I was again flooded with the feelings I faced as I
waited on hold in those earlier days. The fears. The worries. The anxieties. All of them grabbed
ahold of me just like they had months before. I guess you could say the music triggered a PTSDtype response that reminded me of the terror I felt listening to the Cisco Hold Music with the ICU
on the other end.
Psalm 34:18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.
1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.
Scripture verses like these remind us that God is with us in our worst moments. Sometimes we
need to open ourselves up to his presence, but with his unconditional love and support, we CAN
get through the hard times and emerge mended on the other side. The old saying says, “Time
heals all wounds.” This may or may not be true depending on the circumstances, but time can
certainly lessen the severity of the pain if we allow ourselves to spend that “time” with God at our
side.
As a congregation, we have experienced much loss this year. We’ve had five funerals for
members of our faith community. I know others in the congregation have experienced loss and
grief in their own families or social circles. In short, there’s been a lot of pain. A lot of grieving.
I’m not going to tell you that the pain will ever go away completely, but with a faith and trust in
God’s healing love, I believe it can get better.
Recently, I called a hotel to make reservations. Upon
answering the phone, the clerk immediately asked if I
could “hold please.” I said “sure,” and she left the call.
It took a little bit for it to register, but I was suddenly
aware that my former nemesis, the Cisco Hold Music
was playing. Even more surprising, was the fact that I
wasn’t feeling the dread, fear, and anxiety that the
song used to create in me! It probably sounds silly to
you, but I was ecstatic! This was proof to me that
God had helped me grow and heal, at least when it
came to being triggered by hold music!
I hope that whatever is troubling you, you will have the
trust to turn it over to God. He may not completely
remove your pain and burdens, but perhaps he can
make them just a little easier to endure. May God
bless you and bring you peace in this time of
changing seasons!
In Christ,
Pastor Randy
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org

Our Spiritual Leadership Team:
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com

• Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings. Our service begins at 9:30am.
• Tune your car radio to 101.3FM to listen to the service in the church parking lot at 9:30am.
• View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home through Facebook live stream at
9:30am http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
• OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s website at a time that is
convenient for you and your family www.bethlehemkiel.org
• All children 4 years – 6th grade are welcome to attend Sunday School which is offered
every Sunday morning beginning at 8am (September – May)

2022 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members
Elder/President – Steven Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder – Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder – Open Position – Please prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family
Deacon – Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 or rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 or landkbowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary – Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 or srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer – Jane Umland (920)286-2175 or jm59umland@gmail.com
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If you are not able to worship with us on Sunday, you can send your giving
envelope/check to the following address:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road
Kiel WI 53042
Or, you can give electronically! It’s simple and easy, just fill out the

Electronic Giving sheet which can be found on the back table in the fellowship hall.

Lectionary readings for OCTOBER:
Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 2, 2022

Eighteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 9, 2022
Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 16, 2022

Lamentations
1:1-6
Lamentations
3:19-26
or Psalm 137

Habakkuk 1:1-4;
2:1-4

2 Timothy 1:114

Luke 17:5-10

Jeremiah 29:1, 47

2 Kings 5:1-3, 715c

2 Timothy 2:815

Luke 17:1119

Psalm 66:1-12

Psalm 111

Jeremiah 31:2734

Genesis 32:22-31

2 Timothy 3:144:5

Luke 18:1-8

Sirach 35:12-17
or
Jeremiah 14:7-10,
19-22
Psalm 84:1-7

2 Timothy 4:6-8,
16-18

Luke 18:9-14

Isaiah 1:10-18

2 Thessalonians
1:1-4, 11-12

Luke 19:1-10

Psalm 37:1-9

Psalm 121
Psalm 119:97104

Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost
October 23, 2022

Joel 2:23-32

Twenty-First Sunday
after Pentecost
October 30, 2022

Habakkuk 1:1-4;
2:1-4

Psalm 65

Psalm 32:1-7
Psalm 119:137144
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Bethlehem Consisitory Monthly Meeting Minutes: 9-13-2022
Present: Roy Rogers, Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Kathy Bowe, Jane
Umland, Ross Westphalen
Call to order: 6:40 PM
Opening Prayer by Roy – Pastor Roy shared reflections on “Life’s Arrows” from “Day by Day” by
Charles Swindoll. Quality vs. quantity
Monthly Reports
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $5,082.00 (2,959.94 below YTD collection) $60,330.00
(4,005.50 below YTD requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2 nd by Kathy)
- Treasurer – Jane
o Giving’s received in August to date are $5,111.88 bringing the
checkbook balance to $45,620.61.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Ross and 2 nd by Traci)
- Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $12,701.05.
-

Secretary – Kathy
Approved by Jane and 2nd by Traci

-

Building & Grounds Updates
We have not received a bill from Signature for any of the snow plowing 2021 and 2022
Fall maintenance is complete on church furnaces (3)
Fall maintenance is complete on parsonage furnace – gas leak found and repaired, blower
fan will need to be replaced soon

-

Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Worship - Preaching schedule below
Led on August 14, 21, and Sept. 4
Will lead on Sept. 18, Oct. 9 and 16th

-

Confirmation
All students registered and paid except one
Class starts tomorrow night, followed by parent meeting
Lakeland event scheduled for Sept. 28 7-8:15pm. (I will need parent drivers)

-

Mission
9/6 - Loads of Love 1 client. Spent $48.75 (May add a second client at a different time)
Next date will be Monday, October 3rd
Pastoral care
Met with family at Sharon S. Richardson
Officiated Steve Rumpff Funeral and Committal

Other
Completed the Psych Eval and sent in my portion of the fee. ($418)
Rural Church Fellowship Meeting 8/31. Next meeting 10/27 @ Bethlehem
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes – continued:
-

Gloria Dei and Bethel indicated interest in Thanksgiving Eve. Need to review details and
expectations.
Meeting w/ Jane and Roy - rescheduled (9/23)
United Church Men & Women guest speaker on 9/25
I will be covering pastoral care 9/16-18
Church rummage sale 8/17

-

o Rev. Roy
o Preached/Presided x 3 (8-25, 9-11), SSC worship
o Meetings - Consistory, rummage sale, concert field of dreams, meeting with Randy
o 6 Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support:
o "Extra curricular" concert at SSC, Life Group at Mission Church, concert/pet therapy
Willow Lane, Concert Alton House

-

Member outreach update
4 sympathy

OLD BUSINESS
o Covid Guidelines – Continue as is
o Financial Update for congregation/online giving promotion – Jane and Ruthie will work
on a visual up-date
o Confirmation/Sunday School – 1st day of Sunday School went well. Confirmation
meeting with parents will be held tomorrow evening (9/14)
o Mission Fest – See sign-up sheet
o Date is 10/2/22
o Activities
 Hi-way clean-up
 Sandwich making – Guest House
 Visit Field of Dreams facility – Bingo (1:00)
 Church outside clean-up
o Lunch will be served – Bethlehem’s yummy chili!
o Outdoor Worship service/Picnic - 10/16/22 – See sign-up sheet
o Bring your lawn chairs
o Worship service and music
o Stay for lunch
o Stay for games
o Stay for a good time
o Ecumenical Service – 11/23/22
o Worship and music with other area churches
o Dessert to follow
o Pastoral Leadership
o Randy will meet with Rev. Roy and Jane (9/23)
o Pysch evaluation completed
NEW BUSINESS
 Heifer Project – What are Merry Christian plans?
 Crop Walk – Will be held on 10/9. See posters on bulletins board. See any youth for
donations
 Jingle change will support the CROP walk
 Rural Church fellowship up-date – Group is planning an activity for Jan/Feb.
Suggestions of a sheepshead tournament or board games. Bethlehem to possibly
host. Next meeting 10/27 at Bethlehem
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Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting Minutes – continued:



Toten Fest – 11/6
Next month’s meeting will include information on pastoral leadership. Please
consider attending to hear the up-dates and discuss any questions you might have.

Motion to adjourn 8:30 PM by Ross and 2nd by Jane
Next meeting -Oct 11th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closed with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

______________________________________________________________________________

All Bethlehem members are encouraged to attend the October monthly
consistory meeting to hear updates on our pastoral leadership. We would also
like your feedback and ideas as well as address any questions or concerns you
may have.
The consistory meeting is Tuesday, October 11th at 6:30pm.
We hope to see you there.
If you are unable to attend, updates from the meeting will be shared before worship Sunday
mornings and in the November Spirit of Bethlehem.
______________________________________________________________________________

From the Historical Records of Bethlehem U.C.C.:

The Bethlehem Brotherhood is no longer an active organization. Here is the
article from the 100th Anniversary booklet of Bethlehem U.C.C.
“The first meeting of the Bethlehem Brotherhood was called to order April 21,
1955, during the pastorate of Rev. Lloyd Weber. The first officers were Fred
Radder, president, Melvin Schreiber, vice president, Myron Wriedt, secretary
and Everett Rabe, treasurer. The organization meets the first Wednesday
evening of each month.
The purpose of the Brotherhood is to cooperate together to aid not only the congregation but the
community, the denomination and the world at large, for the cultivation of the Christian life through
study, prayer, fellowship and service.”
Historian
Kaye E. Radder
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Bethlehem Sunday School:

The Sunday School is happy to have the students back this fall.
Sunday School continues to be held from 8:00 am-9:15 am every
Sunday!

__________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Scrip:
Fall is here and Christmas is within sight. Please keep Scrip in mind for any fall projects or for
early Christmas shopping. We have many retailers available on a cash and carry basis. If we do
not carry them, I can always order them. Currently, Kwik Trip has a 9% discount. Please buy
ahead so we benefit from this deal, normally they are at 4%.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.
Linda Rabe
Scrip Stats:
9/04/22
$ 4,830.00
9/18/22
$ 1,950.00

$ 243.00
$ 113.01

PLEASE NOTE: I will still be collecting caps (example: milk chug caps, water and soda bottles,
etc.) Please look under the mailboxes for a container to collect them in! Thanks for your support!
______________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation Classes:
The confirmation students will be meeting the following
Wednesdays in October –
 October 5th at 6pm
 October 19th at 6pm
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Bethlehem Ladies:
The Bethlehem Ladies hosted their annual Guest Night on Tuesday, September 20th. There were
27 people in attendance. After lunch was served, Nancy Zimmerman gave a very interesting and
informative presentation about the history of Kiel which included “before and after” pictures of
different landmarks in Kiel. It was enjoyed by all. Thank you, Nancy, for a wonderful evening!
We received the Jingle Change that was collected the month of July. Thank you to all who
contributed.
A $50 donation was made to Harbor House.
We will be playing Bingo at Field of Dreams on Saturday, November 5 th at 10am. Polly will take
care of the prizes.
On to wash Communion Glasses on October 2nd are Heidi and Shirley.
Our next meeting is Sunday, October 16th at 8:30 am.
Polly Jeanty
Secretary

__________________________________________________________________________

One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ Mission Projects is recycling greeting cards. You can
help them out by saving all of your old greeting cards throughout the year and
placing them in one of the Ladies mailboxes at church. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and
New Holstein.
Thank you for your help!
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It’s time to give back to our neighbors and wider
community as we celebrate Mission Fest on Sunday,
October 2nd .
This year’s activites include:
 Hi-way clean-up
 Sandwich making got Guest House
 Visit Field of Dreams facility – Bingo (1:00)
 Church outside clean-up
Lunch will be served – Bethlehem’s yummy chili!
All are welcome to help even if you did not sign-up because many hands make light work!

The annual Crop Walk will be held on Sunday, October 9th. See posters on bulletins board.
Please talk to a youth for donate to this worthy cause.

Bethlehem’s Outdoor Worship service and Picnic is Sunday, October 16th.
Please sign up in the fellowship hall.
o
o
o
o

Bring your lawn chairs
Worship service and music
Picnic lunch will be provided
Stay to play fun games for all

___________________________________________________________________
Community Events:
Saturday, October 1 – Brat Fry and Mill Tours 9am -2pm at the Kiel Mill. Silent Auction, serving brats,
burgers, soda and beer along with homemade baked goods. Sponsored by the Kiel Area Historical
Society
Wednesday, October 5 11am- 6:30pm Drive Thru Chili Supper at Bethel UCC on County
Line Road. Tickets are $9 each.
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Families who have lost loved ones:
Steve Rumpff
DuWayne Ninmer
Jane Marklez
Everett Henning

Those struggling with health issues:
McKenna Rugowski
Finn (a young boy with cancer)
Dana (friend of Melissa K)
Doreen Schmidt
Glen Schad
Signe Burkhart
Tom Lefeber
Kenzie Koppenhaver
Helen Henning
Hattie Lucille
Darlene Horneck
Jessica Horneck

Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer
Other concerns:
Those affected by recent acts of gun violence across our nation.
Those affected by the war in Ukraine.
Those affected by violence and oppression in other places of the world.
Those affected by wildfires or other natural disasters
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Just for Fun:
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OCTOBER Vinnie’s Pantry Item –
Cleaning Supplies
OCTOBER JINGLE CHANGE supports Neighbors in Need

Bethlehem Events – OCTOBER 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2

3

4

8am SSchool
9:30am Mission Fest
Service & Communion
w/Rev. Roy
Lunch & Mission
Activities following
worship

9

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

6pm
Confirmation
Class

10

8am SSchool
9:30am Worship
w/Pastor Randy
CROP Walk

11
6:30pm
Consistory mtg.
Congregation
invited to attend

16

17

18

8am SSchool
8:30am Bethlehem
Ladies mtg.
9:30am Outdoor
Worship & Picnic
w/Pastor Randy

6pm
Confirmation
Class
November
Spirit News
due to Traci
at 5pm

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

8am SSchool
9:30am Worship
w/Rev. Roy

8am SSchool
9:30am Worship
w/Rev. Roy

13 | P a g e

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

Kerry Henning

9

10

11

Mark & Brenda

Lloyd & Darlean

Abby Wilharms

Rumpff (1954)

16

17

18

19

Lisa Westphalen
Daniel &
McKenna
Rugowski (2021)

21

22

28

29

Joe &

Cameron
Wempner

MaryBeth
Molitor
(1990)

23

24
Randy &

25

26

Bob & Kaye

Melissa
Koppenhaver
(1998)

31
Laura Mueller
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20
Harold Shaver

Tom & Marie
Mueller (1992)

30

Riesterer
(2005)

Rick Rabe

Hudson Hoban

Tyson Arnold
Aliyah Arnold
Steve Deignan

Radder
(1975)

1

27

2

3

Tony & Sandy
Tesch (2006)

4

5

