The Spirit of Bethlehem
BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
11608 Lax Chapel Road, Kiel, WI 53042
(920)894-3332

Rev. Roy’s Message:
I do so love this time of year! It's not a time of year with
major religious holidays or large family gatherings, necessarily. I
love this time of year because when I look out the window
everything is so lush and green and growing. Even the heat wave
cannot slow this down, in fact, it speeds it up. The abundant trees
and grass and flowers fill up the eyes in a good way. Then, there's
the beauty of all the crops. I've always thought it was magical the
way corn comes from short sprouts to grow sometimes more than 5
or 12' tall! I remember my wife's grandmother, Marie Umland, who
lived in Birnamwood. She used to say that the most beautiful land in
the world is farmland. "That's what feeds us" she would say. Marie
was a farmer's wife. I never thought of farm fields being so beautiful
until she said that and until I looked at the patchwork of farmland
traveling South on Niles Road. Now, that's a site to behold!
I bring this up in a religious context because it reminds me of the
Garden of Eden. When God first created humans, he placed them
in a nice garden that he had planted. That was paradise for them
until the fall when they sinned. We've been trying to pull the weeds
out of our gardens ever since.
But even though our world is a fallen one and our gardens do have
weeds, they still represent a bit of heaven on earth to us. When
Jesus told people what heaven was like he oftentimes used natural
metaphors, the mustard seed, the seeds sown in different kinds of
soil, the field with the pearl of great price. Look out your window
just now and see the semi-paradise God has provided for you. Oh,
it's not heaven and does take a lot of work to tend, but when it's in
full bloom, like now, is there anything more beautiful than the wellcared-for natural world? (Continued on page 2)
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OCTOBER SPIRIT DEADLINE:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th
@ 5pm
Send to Traci at
trabefamily5@gmail.com

Rev. Roy’s Message (continued):
It was poet Joyce Kilmer who wrote, " I think that I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree.
" He concludes the poem with this line, "I think that I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree.
Because only God could make a tree. Poems are written by fools like me."
Here's the entire poem. It's well worth another read.
Trees
BY JOYCE KILMER

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
Source: Poetry (Poetry)

If you'd like even more beautiful natural handiwork of God, look up Joyce Kilmer's life. It's
amazing! He was a man and a poet and a hero in World War I. I'll let you look up the rest. He
was truly a man of faith.
Enjoy God's natural world! It's a message to us that he loves us and will take care of us. As
Jesus once said, "If God cares for the flowers and the birds won't you also care for you?" How
can we doubt God when we think of him like that?
Here's to the good shepherd and the good gardener/farmer.
Peace,
Pastor Roy

2|Page

Bethlehem United Church of Christ
11608 Lax Chapel Road - Kiel, WI 53042
Phone: 920.894.3332
Follow Bethlehem UCC
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
or Bethlehem’s website at www.bethlehemkiel.org

Our Spiritual Leadership Team:
Reverend Roy Rogers
Phone: 920.428.0183 or email: rogers671@gmail.com
Randy Koppenhaver, Licensed Lay Minister
Phone: 920.286.2531 or email: randynmel5@gmail.com
• Gather in the sanctuary for worship Sunday mornings.
Our service begins at 9:30am.
• Tune your car radio to 101.3FM to listen to the service
in the church parking lot at 9:30am.
• View Sunday’s service from the comfort of your home
through Facebook live stream at 9:30am
http://www.facebook.com/bucckiel/
• OR watch the recorded worship service on Bethlehem’s
website at a time that is convenient for you and your
family www.bethlehemkiel.org
• Sunday School begins September 11th at 8:00am.
All children 4 years – 6th grade welcome!

2022 Bethlehem UCC Consistory Members
Elder/President - Steve Voland (920)286-0162 or svoland44@gmail.com
Elder - Traci Rabe (920)894-7903 or trabefamily5@gmail.com
Elder – Open Position – Prayerfully consider serving your Bethlehem family
Deacon - Ross Westphalen (920)629-0193 rossw@forhealthycows.com
Deacon/Secretary – Kathy Bowe (920)894-7243 LandKBowe@outlook.com
Financial Secretary - Ruthie Rumpff (920)946-5849 srumpff@tm.net
Treasurer - Jane Umland (920)286-2175 jm59umland@gmail.com

If you are not able to join us in person Sunday mornings,
please mail your giving envelope/check to:
Bethlehem UCC
c/o Ruthie Rumpff
11608 Lax Chapel Road,
Kiel, WI 53042
You can also give electronically! Please contact Ruthie Rumpff for details.
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Bethlehem UCC has added a Donate Button on the Church Website
www.bethlehemkiel.org

Click on the Donate button to make a secure online contribution today!

Your giving will go directly to offset our day-to-day costs of maintaining the church. This option was
added in addition to giving at church, mailing your giving to church or giving electronically.
The On-line giving is secure by using your PayPal account, credit or debit card. (The church is charged a
2.89% plus 49 cents for each transaction. You have the option to add that to your donation.)
Thank you for all your support!

Lectionary Readings for SEPTEMBER:
Proper 18 (23)
Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Jeremiah 18:1-11

September 4, 2022

Psalm 139:1-6,
13-18

Proper 19 (24)

Jeremiah 4:11-12,
22-28

Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

September 11, 2022
Proper 20 (25)

Deuteronomy
30:15-20

Exodus 32:7-14

Psalm 79:1-9

Psalm 113

Proper 21 (26)

Jeremiah 32:1-3a,
6-15

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
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Luke 15:1-10

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Luke 16:19-31

Psalm 51:1-10

September 18, 2022

September 25, 2022

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Psalm 14
Amos 8:4-7

Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Luke 14:25-33

Psalm 1

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Philemon 1:1-21

Psalm 146
Psalm 91:1-6,
14-16

Bethlehem Consistory Monthly Meeting:

8-9-2022

Present: Roy Rogers, Randy Koppenhaver, Steven Voland, Traci Rabe, Kathy Bowe, Jane Umland
Call to order: 6:40 PM
Opening Prayer by Randy – Pastor Randy shared reflections “Morning with Jesus” based on John 14:1.
Monthly Reports
- Financial Secretary – Ruthie
o Month income $9,146.00 (1,104.06 above) YTD collection $55,248.00
(1,045.56 below YTD requirement)
The report is approved as presented (motion by Traci and 2nd by Jane)
Treasurer – Jane
o Giving’s received in July to date are $9,335.94 bringing the checkbook
balance to $53,792.41.
The report is approved as presented (motion by Kathy and 2nd by Traci)
-

Building & Grounds checking and Savings – $12,776.95.
Secretary – Kathy
Approved by Traci and 2nd by Jane
Building & Grounds Updates
We have not received a bill from Signature for any of the snow plowing 2021 and 2022
New garage and church have been power-washed – Thank you Louie & Kathy
Parsonage has been power-washed – Thank you Louie and Bruce
Cleaned parsonage gutters – Thank you Louie and Bruce
Fixed parsonage basement door – Thank you Louie
Pastoral Reports –
o Pastor Randy
Worship - Preaching schedule below
Led worship July 17, 31
Will lead on August 14 and 21
Confirmation
Set tentative schedule for upcoming year. Letters going out this week
Lakeland event scheduled for Sept. 28 7-8:15pm
Mission
8/1 - Loads of Love 1 client. Spent $40.75
Next date will be TUESDAY, Sept. 6
Other
Met with Placement and Transition on 7/21. Reviewed MID process.
• Have begun process for Psych. Profile
Registered for Communities of Practice group.
Met w/Jane Anderson and Roy on 8/1
Voland rehearsal and wedding
Assisted with Ninmer memorial service
o Rev. Roy
- o Preached/Presided x 6 (7-24, 8-7, Jane Marklez funeral/visitation, DuWayne Ninmer
funeral/visitation, Steve/Jackie Voland wedding/reception attended only, Field of Dreams service
- o Meetings - Consistory, Chaplin's breakfast, organist, Jane Anderson/Randy, Ninmer funeral
meeting
- 6 Calls and visits on ill members and those needing spiritual support
- o "Extra curricular" concert at SSC, Life Group at Mission Church, concert Willow Lane
- Member outreach update
- 1 sympathy, 2 get well, 2 praying for you, 5 thinking of you, 3 birthday, 1 anniversary
OLD BUSINESS
o Covid Guidelines – Continue as is
-
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Financial Update for congregation/online giving promotion – Jane and Ruthie will work on a
visual up-date
o Mission Fest
o Date will be 10/2/22
o Activity Suggestions
▪ Hi-way clean-up
▪ Card making
▪ Sandwich making – Salvation Army
▪ Church outside clean-up
▪ Field of Dreams activity
o Mission Fest Lunch will be served – Bethlehem’s yummy chili!
o Pastoral Leadership-Moving along
o Sunday School begins Sept 11
o Future organist/Music Options
o Thanksgiving Service – Other details TBA
o Confirmation – Randy sending out letters – 6 confirmation for the class-class begins 9-14-22
o Pastoral Leadership – moving along
NEW BUSINESS
• Carillion System – Looking into options for new technology that would combine
sound, video and live options – Jane checking with DRW, O&W, and Jon Wier
• Jingle change – Field of dreams-checking with Scott for further information
• Outdoor service planned 10/16/2022 with picnic to follow – Traci and Kathy
• Discussed a more uniform ushing policy for exiting after the service
o

Motion to adjourn 8:15 PM by Traci and 2nd by Jane
Next meeting -Sept 13th, 2022 at 6:30 PM
Closed with Lord’s Prayer
Submitted by Consistory Secretary, Kathy Bowe

_________________________________________________________________________
Bethlehem Ladies
The Bethlehem Ladies will be meeting Sunday, August 21st at 8:30am.
Our upcoming guest night is Tuesday, September 20th. Our Guest Speaker will be
Nancy Zimmerman and she will be speaking on the history of Kiel. We will begin
the evening with a light lunch at 6:00 pm and Nancy’s presentation will follow.
Lunch will consist of broasted chicken, rolls, salads and dessert. The congregation
and the community are invited to join us. Please invite your family and friends!!
There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
On to wash Communion Glasses on September 4th are Jeanette and Polly.
Polly Jeanty
Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Confirmation Classes Begin

September 14th - class @ 6pm, parent mtg @ 7pm
September 28th - Confirmation event @ Lakeland - meet at church at 6:30pm
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Bethlehem Sunday School:
It’s that time of year! Back to Sunday School! We are looking
forward to seeing the Sunday School students back at 8:00 am on
September 11, 2022. Sunday School is 8:00-9:15 each Sunday
morning.

__________________________________________________________________________
From our Bethlehem Historian:
It is not certain who or how the name Bethlehem was chosen for our
church. The historical connection goes way back long before anyone had
thoughts of a small congregation in the rural township of Schleswig,
Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. Following is an adaptation of an explanation
found in our 150th Anniversary booklet.
Bethlehem is a Hebrew place name meaning “house of bread”. Bethlehem of Judah is mentioned
frequently in the Old Testament. It is the setting for most of the book of Ruth and was David’s
hometown, thereby becoming known as “the city of David.” The Old Testament prophet Micah
proclaimed that God’s awaited messiah would come from Bethlehem. The Gospel of Matthew
announces that, with the birth of Jesus, Micah’s prophecy and God’s promise of salvation is
fulfilled.
Along with our name, the recently refurbished roadside sign
and the etching on the doors leading into our church building
symbolizes our joyous participation in the sustenance and
salvation God provided our ancestors in the faith. Like the
Bethlehem of old, this building is another “house of bread”
that God has blessed with nourishment, guidance and the
chance to begin anew.
Our prayer and hope is that, within these walls, members and
visitors will encounter and more fully devote themselves to
that one who is the bread of life – Jesus, who gave himself on
the cross, becoming for us the broken bread, that we might
begin anew with God and one another.
Bethlehem Historian,
Kaye Radder
_________________________________________________________________________________

Merry Christians:
The Merry Christians extend a big thanks to all who donated,
purchased and worked at the annual rummage sale. There was
quite a range of inventory of items. We are always looking for the
most effective use of the leftover items. This year some items were
donated to the Sharon Richardson Resale store in Sheboygan
Falls.
Kaye Radder
7|Page

Bethlehem Youth Volleyball:
Congratulations to our Bethlehem youth volleyball team who finished in first
place at the tournament August 7th!
The team also had a season record of 5 wins and 1 loss.
Immanuel/Bethel received the Sportsmanship Award this year.
Youth playing in the tournament included:
McKenzie Biwan
McKensie Hickman
Julie Mueller
Trenton Rabe
Carolyn Riesterer
Armond Wempner
Merri Wempner
Additional team players who were not able to attend the tournament were:
Greg Schultz
Harrison Zorn
Steven Voland served as the team’s coach
and Laura Mueller was the assistant coach.
“I have fought the fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Scrip:
Fall is fast approaching! Consider buying scrip cards for all your fall projects. We carry Menards, Fleet
Farm, and Walmart cards and many more. Scrip cards work the same as cash, but they benefit the church
as we buy them at a discounted price. Our profit comes from the percentage that is discounted.
We set aside 10% for the families in need program. Your support is appreciated.
Linda Rabe
7/31/2022
8/7/2022

Scrip Sales
Profit_
$3,170.00 $ 90.52
$3,135.00 $113.52

PLEASE ALSO NOTE: I will still be collecting caps
(example: milk chug caps, water and soda bottles, etc.)
Please look under mailboxes for container to collect them in!
_________________________________________________________________________________

Save the Dates:
Fun Family Friendly Fall Events for our Bethlehem Family & Friends
➢
➢
➢

Sunday, October 2 – Mission Fest (Bethlehem Chili for lunch)
Sunday, October 9 – CROP Walk
Sunday, October 16 – Church Picnic w/Outdoor worship
Check the weekly Bethlehem Blurb and Sept/Oct Spirit for updates and details!
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Those in our Thoughts and Prayers:
Joys:
Maxwell Voland born August 12th to Kevin & Mandy Voland

Marriage of Steven and Jackie Voland on July 30th

Families who have lost loved ones:
Karl (nephew of Will & Lora)
DuWayne Ninmer
Jane Markelz
Everett Henning

Those struggling with health issues:
McKenna Rugowski
Doreen Schmidt
Finn (a young boy with cancer)
Bennett (Grandson of Schmidts)
Dana (Friend of Melissa K)
Helen Henning
Steve Rumpff
Darlene Horneck
Warren Fidlin
Kenzie Koppenhaver
Tom Lefeber
Glen Schad
Jessica Horneck
Signe Burkhart
Hattie Lucille
Those unable to worship with us:
Merlin and Doris Mae Ninmer
Other concerns:
Those affected by recent acts of gun violence across our nation.
Those affected by the war in Ukraine.
Those affected by violence and oppression in other places of the world.
Those affected by wildfires or other natural disasters
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One of the Bethlehem Ladies’ mission projects is recycling greeting cards. You can help them out by
saving all your old greeting cards throughout the year and placing them in one of the Ladies
mailboxes at church or giving them to a Consistory member Sunday morning. The cards are given to
Project Angel Hugs (children with cancer) and to four assisted living homes in Kiel and New Holstein.

Thank you for your help!
Loads of Love:
Once a month, recipients meet Bethlehem’s Loads of Love team at the laundry mat
and are supplied detergent and dryer sheets to wash and dry their clothing, towels,
and bedding. Loads of Love also generously provides the quarters for the washers
and dryers.
With your help Bethlehem will continue to do God’s work through this important mission. Your
donations can be placed in the “Laundry Detergent” container located near the entrance to the
sanctuary.
Thank you for sharing God’s love through your generosity!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Save your Aluminum Cans:
Sunday School continues to collect aluminum cans.
Place your bags in the old garage next to the cemetery.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Mission Fest Sunday – October 2nd
Our Mission Sunday is dedicated to serving our
community. Service activity ideas include:
• Making cards
• Picking up liter along HWY X
• Cleaning up the church grounds
• Making sandwiches for Salvation Army
• Activities with residents at Field of Dreams

Bethlehem’s famous chili will be served for lunch

_________________________________________________________________________________

Community Events:
BETHEL UCC Drive -Thru CHILI SUPPER
Wednesday, October 5th Serving 11:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $9.00
W4225 County Line Rd Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
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Just for Fun:
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SEPTEMBER Vinnie’s Pantry Item –
A Package of Toilet Paper or Paper Toweling
SEPTEMBER JINGLE CHANGE
supports CROP

Bethlehem Events - September 2022
Sunday

4

Monda
y

5

9:30am Communion
Service w/Pastor
Randy

11

12

19

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship
w/Pastor Randy
5pm Oct Spirit News
due to Traci

25
8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship
w/Rev. Roy
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Wednesda Thursday
Friday
y
1
2

3

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

6:30pm
Consistory mtg.

6pm Confirmation
class / 7pm Parent
meeting

20

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

6

Saturday

Loads of Love

8am Sunday School
9:30am Worship w/
Rev. Roy

18

Tuesday

6pm Bethlehem
Ladies Guest
Speaker
w/Lunch – all
are invited

26

27

Confirmation
Class Lakeland
Event – meet at
church at 6:30pm

Sunday

4

Monday Tuesday Wednes Thursday
day
1

5

6

7

8

Friday

Saturday

2

3

Tony Tesch

Brian Witkowski
Wyat Snyder

9

10

Lori Schmitt
Labor Day

11

12

Addison Salm
Kelly Ryba

Molly Rabe
Traci Rabe

18

19

13

20

14

15

Ben Jeanty

Louie &
Kathy Bowe
(1973)

21

22

16

Courtney Riesterer

23

Bonnie Hoban

25
Robert Schnell

26

27

24
Ross & Lisa
Westphalen
(2005)

28

29

30
Chad Jeanty
Dan & Amy
Wempner
(1995)
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17
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